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RARITIES IN THE LIGHT OF COMMON SENSE 
. Walter Breen 
Vice President, FCI 


Every so often it is worthwhile to return to the 
paramount, perennial questions: How rare is this date? Are 
there a couple of dozen, a couple of hundred, a couple of 
thousand, or a couple of million around? Do the price scales 
in the red book and the gray sheet reflect auction 
performance, or dealers’ wishful thinking, or sheer 
guesswork? 

Constant dealer repetition of "Very Rare," "Extremely 
Rare" --or even “Excessively Rare"--has generated, on the one 
hand, a vast collection of erroneous ideas, and on the other 
hand a cynical skepticism of all similar claims. Even after 
nearly forty years, Dr. Sheldon‘s pungent comment still 
applies: "Numismatics ... has always had its shady fringe of 
unscrupulous dealers--men who exaggerate condition, rarity, 
and value when they sell, and understate some or all of these 
when they buy. These men depend on a large turnover in the 
collector population, with a resulting continuous supply of 


suckers. ... Dealers’ dreams do sometimes get into print.” 


(Early American Cents, pp. 29, 35.) 
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The very first thing to keep in mind, therefore, is that | 
between actual meLty ane price the relationship is never as | 
clear-cut as economics textbooks would lead you to believe. 
Part of the reason is in the nomenclature. Strictly speaking, 
rare means that only a limited number of collectible ) 
specimens exist. The definition is unavoidably vague: how 
many is “a limited number"? This is partly why Sheldon | 
insisted on making his 8-point rarity scale quantitative, 
from R-1 “common” to R-8 "unique or nearly unique--not over 3 ° . 
in collectors’ hands." Its automatic limitations: 1) often 
the actual number extant cannot be known with certainty; 2) 
dealers using such estimates are under pressure--by their own 
greed and their consignors’--to exaggerate. Most ) 
conspicuously, this occurs when a coin was listed long ago as | 
R-7 ("4 to 12 known") but continues to be so listed after a | 
dozen more have turned up. \ | 

This is partly why the so-called law of supply and 
demand does not work in the coin market. Nor can any attempt 
to modify its mathematical formulation make it work. 
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Incompleteness and varying delays in diffusion of essential ‘ 


updated information are only part of the reason; there are 


many ad hoc exceptions in each denomination. Price levels on 


these vary more with publicity than with actual numbers 


known. Information that could affect price levels is also 
often manipulated by those in a position to determine the 
timing of publicity. The more often you are told that this or 
that date is rare, the more likely you are to believe it, 
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even when new specimens are continuing to appear. The more 
the market for a particular series is manipulated, the more 
likely that the publicity will stimulate demand. 

The way this usually works: a few dealers aera 
individual issues or series, publish offers to buy while 
temporarily offering none for sale, make certain that the buy 
offers get into the gray sheet; then, after enough others 
have begun imitating them, especially if the new prices have 
affected the red book, they unload. A few months later the 


process repeats with a different series. Your only recourse 


in this game is to learn the truth about each series. Then 
you can decide whether to buy a particular series now, or 
later, or not at all. 

In the following sections, I propose to go through the 


entire series of federal coinages (half cents to double 
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eagles and commemoratives), checking for alleged rarity. In 


Tha 


the process, a few balloons are inevitably going to be 
punctured, and some other issues will show up as rarer than 
formerly believed. Hitherto unpublished data are from my 
Encyclopedia of U.S. Coins (Doubleday, in press). As that 
book deals entirely with major varieties (those in which at 
least one letter punch, numeral punch, larger design element, 
or layout, differs from other coins of the same type), rather 
than minor (positional) varieties, I shall follow the same 


procedure here. 


: 
: 


q 
N 


EYMOUKWAMPUMSE 


MPUM 

EYMOLl 
URWAN 
MPUMS 
EYMOl 
URWAN 
MPUMS 


Page 15 of 396 


URWAMPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMSE 


ASWAdNVMYNOWAASWNdN VMN 
INVMUNONATSNNdNVMUNOWAT 
meee QOWATSNNdNVMUNOWAASWNdN 
me AISBNdNVMYNOWAISWNdN VMN 
RNY MUNONATSNNdNVMUNOWAA 

Pee OGNLATSWNNdNVMYNOWAASNNdW 
(eee ISRINdNVMYNOWATSWNNdNVMAN 
PA MUNONATSWNdNVMUNOWAA 
ee SIN ATSNNdNVMUNOWAASWNdN 
Be ASAINdNVMUNOWATSNNdN VMN 
INF MUINOWATSWNdNVMUNOWAT 
HNGWAASWNdNVMUNOWAASNNdN 
ASBINdNVMUNOWAASNNdN VMN 
TA PMUNOWAASWNdNVMANONATS 


: 





Bew 


Page 16 of 396 


LI OTAT a TTAT\ AA ST 











g cao Hee |S 
| HoT cig A 41 ay ow id 
S fee i ele HF ial i Hi yep the 
Se ee 
np" | reat ane fs li ae 4 mg sé 
OV 703 ze* ge% nee bn ges ro as iH 23 ores | 2 ik 
235 . ck ee a4 aac Pies <3 ie 
NE Hl iailll Hene iai* ee qk i : He ial an ‘2 O | a | 
Sn ee ee 
ca ris ee eeee Z° : er £3: Pied iit * £28 $)2 5 oe $2 
Se ee 
ine aie tdi a abe aati 2 
sii-lidebali (tila ine aie anil RAS he 
+) use « A eae , ad be . — > 
a8 rrr oa attcneedan aa aise isid hE it ileal a aj 
eS! Id IA miel , Id i Pat He 
oR ut i ft Pais L 
par ey aaaidie ai i i 


eli, ues 


acshot 





> Ss 





WB’s Original Monograph annotated. 


See also Vol 
< 


guy 


cadet set at 


WoOd/\e at lag ide rani or 
VMN La HE ee 


YNAAH SY M1 AQP UY VLSBAREL ashen! wy , oe ae. 





fal 


QOOWAASWNdN VMN 


Ad 
dIN 
af 
Ad 
dW 


OWAHSWDd NVM) 


Brent east thc 


ah : : | 
& ideal te 
aT es Bae a 
oI Ye 
\ ly He 
i Hehe 
iis f 








Page 17 of 396 





Page 18 of 396 





Page 19 of 396 





WRAAOCNTIDVATARADITIAACTONZA 


4 


iS 


a 


Fe fo et 
4 


el 





a tn it ) i 
atthe tlt ef of VAM VID + 





ig some hd oe 
fee rhane a, ie 


SEYMOURWAMPUMSE 
EYMOURWAMPUMSEY 
URWAMPUMSE YMUUR' 


Page 20 of 396 





Page 21 of 396 


5. " fren 

fr ot aaa a gee 

eee. | = 4 i 
éadaa Wate wee re Sores) 


— 4 a 


est ba Lee 





Page 22 of 396 


Walter. Breen’s é nn 
of Unite d Ste 


{1957} 


oe— 


Th —™ 


7 


SEYMOURWAMPt 


=~ 
ww) 


As 


Untrep States Gotp Cons 














V. Fire Ln 

ts26 pet =. (7) scene 
1s27 in "180, 250,00 

ty Wem tg 
iste (3402) 163,00 
180 - (4646) 1300 134.00 
1891 (4626) 00 135.00 
ime 14406) Th00 155.00 
1835 (4104) ah) 1.00 
1824 Motte (4000) Very mre 
Veer Fiee 
1834 New type, so motte (77 «16.50 
1835 2 14.8 
1886 mt 15.0 
1887 20,00 
188 = - 18.00 
a bine cm 
i : di . ~2.. 
Leno eT reo at 
1839 | Se” 48,00 
1839 E » 25.00 
By ©. Gobeott 

1840 + es 27 {ere Lid 17.50 
1840 at 32,0 
1440 I (m5a2) 40,00 
1860 O 5508 17.50 
( “ f 


URWAMPUMSEY 
MPUMSEYMOUR' 


EYMOURWAMPU 
URWAMPUMSEY 


isl 
a4 
1s41 
1842 





V. Pie 
Frosty, oaly 5 or 6 known 
c if 2740 
D (are) , S520 
(2823) “Se pa a7.40 
C 5239 is aw 
D (4665) - a, se 
QO 19: — 1840 
wey i eA = 15.00 
C Banal date bse 7.0 
C Large date)... mo 
D Small date 2/49, 2 
© Senall date 921 ™.%-" 1650 
O Large date os 4080 
ott. % smomeiosd 20.00 
c s moo 
Dp c67m5 m0 
2 me: 15.00 
D ie —) 2M 
O (4000) 14 ey 00 
=i irs —s — 4590 
Cc (48) ho 
D s9: 25.00 
oO + 1500 
4gi'4 1450 
C 4 17,50 
D 152i . mo 
oat . be 
7457 20.90 
CAL over eagle (1380) - —— 500.00 
Cc l1ézee moO aad 
D i333: fa digee £5.00 
a Lil aR 
c co” 2750 
ee ——eEee 75.00 
V. Fine Une, 
: : 1h00 SL 
C 3:48 20.00 
D isa 2250 
0 Me — 1880 2250 
Li7azek 1250 1750 
C 42 30.00 
D uwis4 —— 750 
0 usta 1zs0 620.00 
tt Soak _. -ese 1650 
Cc gr... —_ «0.00 
D (4078) 60.00 
© face? . 4240 2000 
$i) _.. 12% 4H 
D (3178) 9080 
tpanra 1240 1750 
C 22481 8750 
D (17) cr 
S (246) ____ 2.8 or*7 kaown 
LIME? 1250 1750 
C (#77) _....._ T5008 
D (1125) S760 





EYMOURWAMPU 


MPUMSEY MOUR' 
URWAM 


ta7e 
18v 
ist? 


NAMPUMSEY 








Vv, Pie te. 

, . 12.50 17.58 
6 22:3... 07.58 
D (874) LT 200.08 

O mee E 15.00 23.50 

 } pan 4.$ 14.0 €2.40 

432 12.50 17.50% 

D (2364) 60.00 110.00 

O ee ta j2t® 2240 

s tf" I 16.00 50.00 

Sui iin a 1280 2250 
O. Jatt. ia) 25.0 

Bede G32} 12.50 22.50 
D (2344) — ia 630 

8 fac De 4.00 

. ‘hi 22.50 » 

c 

4020 

16.50 

» 25.00 

T5600 175.00 

85640 2.00 

&5.00 

15.00 

5000 

6920 

65.00 

55.0 

S300 

o.00 

50.00 

66.00 

20.00 

27.50 

66.00 

(428) .. Ls Very rare 

8 it i, 2000 5.00 

(4178) ; 2750 55.00 

§ (00) BO 65.00 

(1682) __GEol. 4800 100.00 

Ss 1i2 16.00 20,00 

ras 15.00 17.50 

i ei 1500 17.50 

15.00 17.50 


MPUMSa 
EYMOUL 
URWAM! 
MPUMS 
EYMOUL 
URWAWM 


Page 23 of 396 


JMSEYMOUR 


Unrrep States Goip Cons 


ist? 
ins) 
Isl 
1ssc 
188 
ls 
1885 
Leet 
1887 
1588 
1880 


MOURWAMPUM 
NAMPUMSEY 


MSE 


Vv. Fine 





Vee 


sg 2 a 1250 22,50 
22.50 55.00 
75.00 125.00 
30.00 58.00 
RI 6600 aS 
tino 55.00 

re.o0 Tttoor 


27.50 
iw 160 
r29 14,00 
y 14.00 
14.50 


12.50 
12.59 


me 


45.00 
26.50 
20.00 
20.00 
25.08 
20.08 
60.00 
18,50 
> 
18.50 tt 
14.0 
17.0 
17.00" © 
17. 
14.4 
14 
Te 
14. 
164.50 
16.8 
“ume 
4. 


Indian head, Bela L. Pratt design 


1905 
lpov 
1910 


tot) 
1912 
118 


14 . 


m4 


9915 


is2h 
iva6 
1927 
1928 
ised 


- 


fit 


D 4c 


5.00 
3,50 
ae. 8.50 
is 8.60 
10,00 
3.8 
4 
ote 
9. 
5.50 
10.09 
a 
eo) 
5.0 
5.0 


13-40 
1 
ih 
13.40 
10040 
13.48 
ine 
16.0 
15.00 


HSNDNdNVMANONAYHSWNDd NVM) 
OWAYSNDNdNVMANONAYSNDdNVMANOWAA 
SWOdNVMAUNONAHSWDdNVMANOWAASAN Dd N 
VMAUNOWAYSNNdNVMANONAAXSNNdNVMal) 
OWAYHYSNDNdNVMANONAXSNDdNVMANONWAA 
SWOdNVMANONAHSNDdNVMANOWAHSWN dN 
VMAUNONAXSNNdNVMANONAAXSNNdNVMal) 
OWAYSWOdNVMANONAASNDdNVMANOWAA 
SNOdNVMANONAAYSNDdNVMANOWAASANNdN 
VMANONAYSNDNdNVMANONAAYSWNNdNVMal) 
OWAYXYSNDNdNVMANOWAYSNDdNVMANOW AA 
SWOdNVMANONATSNDdNVMANONWNAAYSNNdN 
VMANONWAYSNNdNVMANONAAYSNNd NVM) 
OWAHSNDNdNVMUNONAASNNdNVMANOWAHS 


Page 24 of 396 


W.Breen Research in the Archives (1951-2). The 
Mint. Dies manufactured 1876; 1881-89. Proof sets 
1875-89. 1877 designs. Coinage 1888-89. 1885 
planchet size. Specimens 1876. 
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Specimens of the later years 1878-1907 are invariably available for a price, 


a examples in plen plenty having a during the 1 "e s and early 


60’s in holding f British, Fren a ke 1881 & 1885 is has the 
unexpe ed side effec of making r dates like 188 & 1 885 ol to locate 
than so ie lara ints ge snl ay acads, —) A 


Newcomers to. sa Con st all survivo rs i Collecting 
arene S65 oe mam l and 1907 
are Une. of near at acpi i 


<< = > = 
Living in Je even arihesyoheeta abi nde suspected that 
his final ° = the. era . agle design would outlive him by over 60 
years, Ci onsidering th ia es to Sil ingepant pant design 
became one of of t st aia and woh national concepts since the 
Spanish Milled Dollar. Ever since Tee b38, die William Kneass & then 
Gobrecht had b een expe a ae (see 1843-9) with ie be all ES. coin 


denominiowy £2; ach a versio unt/at ne ~eac that would r emain 
wevergeed” —| eYiboad S. eyes pted for eagles in 1839 
was 4 & modific for hal & gq uarter eagles, 1e latter 
wah fee Riaabip shi es. N ot ev en the adoption o the rato GOD 
WE TRUST (188 ffect qua es; originally IN GOD OUR 


TRUST, which lo cd in 1907 ‘corm 1840. “ere may have 
S 





been by R: ie ll Hughes. = 

Actually, ae ody = & . 1859, later Phila. int (“Type 
IT” rev. thiviag & er arfowt na ae San co quarter- 
eagle micinaepy tinued eel rv 1 1876. — 

To mi hub on cage dies 
were 8 bedcompa a : sine ai cles (clocks}— 
Colt firearms were Ae 6 * Is identical—which are 
mechanically reproduced e only exceptions were 
dates & mintmarks. F irst ch pong mes, rkmen 


in the Engraving Dept.) | entered aoe nan d, using four-digit (punch) 
logotypes; variations occur by erroneous choice or misplacement of a 
logotype >. Dates were ald 840-43, changing later that year to a larger 
size; some later dates would be larger or smaller, but only in 1873 373 did another 


change occur within the year. This followed the Chief Coiner’s complaint, 
Jan. 18, 1873, about the “closed 3’s” readily mistaken for 8’s; William 
Barber, Longacre’s successor in the engravership, had to furnish a new set of 
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date logotypes (“Open 3”). Mintmarks vary markedly in size & shape 
through 1878; 1880-1907 are all from Phila., without mintmarks. 
In 1848, some 228 oz. of native bullion from the new Macy bonanzas 


came to the Bil Ming b fam Secret ry of War William , who had 
receive ‘them from RB. Mason, Mili vernor f California 
(Terr.), at $ 1.00 pe 0 (ave. .894 F ine) sia Gen kt. Luc icien Loeser, 
Marcy, ins e SIE DIRSCOSR rt Manes Pp ‘ne Bye the gold 
coined a ecially nes les, over he amount 
needed fo or eSS edals j st -authoriz fe Get *s. Zachary 


Taylor infie ‘Old Fuss & Feathers” Sco _ These orders yi lded some 
[1,389], aaa each one counterstamp CAL. above eagle; survivors 
have bec ighly coveted rarities. [Value $3, 910. 10, payment was 
$3,474. Cas coin, $435.46 bwo bars gold. Acto DM.) => Yate 
However, . rari ies in this deno d enomination are stly either SSrechintage 
Charlotte or Dahlonega coins before the Civil War, or low- -min e Phila. 
coins 1863-72, 1874-7, w specie p veal of these were still suspende little 
f gers have become very 


gold bullion reached int. Severa 

famous; ep pesae at a 41, of whi no mintage 
record survi No specimen was wn oe exi - outside the abinet 
Collection ( l set racae poate lya dozen proofs & ex- -proofs are 
traced, most ired. dies was used; all specimens 
have — Ww EAR ATs the 1841 Fle coins 


from w pees have been removed to make fraudulent ~ agen 


Aside fom ges, l a C’s tend to be w e weak on E , adjacent hair 
bun, rom i ™ stars, claws, & lower feathers; ms np igo c 
overlap rent ovid 


oval arity from 
leaving t tellt ale ev eof ky bine Seat ma stow a4 e-rim 
at upper rig by. and le mses oe e weak 
on locks just above aS fe 8 & a4 . The 
slightest do is groun aes S ee 841 Phila. 
quartereagle. => => 

The other date e famous enough & rare rare Gut aath a roster is 1854 S, 
the initial issue from the San Francisco Mint [246]. Most of that branch 
mint’s scanty supply Patni had to be reserved for making double 
eagles; coining of half eagles & quarter eagles was suspended afte after the initial 


deliveries. Again, as with the 1841, the roster is the most complete attempted 
in 1990, & uncertainties arise from the same source. 
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With the single exception of 1862/1, overdates in this series have remained 
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[18,859] | Sy 
i ow 
4 ae 
Obv. Smail fine Pasay 5 Usually weak, especially near centers. a 
foot” ae 7 Truavt - 
Rev. Nowe. Usita ally weak, especially near centers. 
Die states. Often with what looks like a clash mark in space between — 
wing and leg, near body at left. Later, break from rim to Nfrac- a 
tion to arrow butt, and another between top afrowpoint and y 2 
High R-4, possibly low R-5. Generally found VF with less detailg than - 
could be expected (weakly struck). Almost impossible to find in ’ 
mint state, despite being first year of ham the new design. | 
Proofa. The following are traced: et 


1. Smithsonian, from Mint Cabinet Collection. Impaired, 
2. T.L.Gaskill, NN 48th, lot 217, impaired. | 
, 
At least one other rumored. Any unusually sharp example, even in 
; 


EF, may be suspected of having begun life as a proof. 


Nerd 
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Source: RitA (1951-2) Another set of records: One pair dies 1/22 (either sent 
from P-Mint or rec’d); second pair: 5/29 (ditto). Within these records show 
one obv. die sent 12/21: ?1840-O, 1841-O, date unknown! 
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B-1 Described in detail in WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1809, see Bib. 


below. 
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Above a: William Forrester Dunham, “J.F. Bell” (1945), Bell 11:108, $13,000 
(1963), loner unidentified thieves at GENA Convention, N.Y., Dec. 6, 
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r eee igRobmon 15813000. 
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ls on detection of mintmark removal & how to 


detect due to die & strike differences 
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See Introduction for more deta 
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1842 
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1842 
{2,823} 





Mintage executed June 30. For many years this date was considered 
to be of extrmeme rarity, three-figure prices being realized from gg 
the 1860's through about 1908. More recently, a few previously ee, 


unre @rded worn examples showed up, and the prices fell. The 













Le 
| coin is still four times as rare as the more famous 1848 


in terms of specimens actually examined. 


1 Onatywiimworewsunietyy 

Obv. Normal. Small date as in 1840-41 and some mintmarked 1845's, 
but unlike the large dates of later years. 

Rev. One line each in stripes 1, 4 and 6 (numbering from left) ex 
through azure. Ye 

R-6, The best nonproof I haw seen is ex Grant P ree - 1105, possib: y Z 


- bd 3+. si 

ex Jerome Kern 31: EF-AU, One other EF Most survivors 4 

are Wiilwawmx Fine to VF, some impaired. i p 
Proofs. The following are traced: 


1. Smithsonian, from Mint Cabinet Coll. 
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2, 3. Two others known to Wayte Raymond, possibly/impaired pieces | 
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seen in xm the 1950's. 
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| _ U.S. Gold Coins. 
" i —169 1842, Quarter Eagle, good condition. ge CHAS 


Page 54 of 396 





aphy 


SSNNdNVMaN 
ENENVMUNOWAT 
MUAONAATSWNNdN 
rds nawvacan 
bah tage 
UFOWAASWNNdWN 
ASSVENdNVMUN 
pyar 
th deb spencer 
1 fm ppb 
EMUNOWAT 
AgBoRAasnnan 
Vax eSVENdNVMUN 
AWIVAAUNOW ATS 


fir Fn VF, 


BD 


prohibitive 


: 


See Bibli 


5 


soe 


Page 55 of 396 





Page 56 of 396 


z 
WAASWdNVMUN 
WONdNVAUNOWAT 
MUNOVERHSNINdW 
WATSWAGA VMN 
WNONdNVASINOWAA 
Neg XSL 
W fees OR INVAUN 
Wee ASINOWAA 
My NISISWNdW 
W Bee OB INVM UN 
N eee MINOW AA 
MUNOVEISWNdN 
WAASWEMINVMN 
Nd WVAREOW ATS 





: 
7 & 


Page 57 of 396 


1843 





Ill. is water damaged photo, coin is described on rev. as AU. 





Proof misc. note: Date larger than former years, low, punches used on 10c & 
DCs: 


Available in all grades for a price. 


NN #47:1477 “... Reverse flan defect at border. ...". See Bib. below. 
Beware: The piece known as A-W 100, made of copper, is a false piece. 
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See Bib. below: P-Mint Bullion Ledger 1841-44. 
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1843 C 





Ill. is small date, crosslet 4. Rev. is large C. 





Al Most survivors are EF; they have knife-rims at left obv., a bulge in field at 
end of bust and usually a crack from end of bust to rim. 
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1843 D 





Ill. is small date. 7 Rev. 1s 2. 
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1843 O 





Ill. is small date, crosslet 4. 





OC NN “Zug” 1952 ANA:1474 “{...]Large date. Very Fine of better. The 
Menjou specimen was only fine. [...].”. $22 1/2. —:1475 “[...]Small date, 
V.Fine to Ex. Fine[...].” See Bib. below. 


Beck Part III:97. ‘EF’. 
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1844 





TID VTA ARA SDT IAA LINZ 





a 





Obv. 


Rev. 


liigh R-4. Melish Thess “etl 2513; 


2 


Obv. 
Rev. 


High 2-4. Melish 1162-63. 


g I 


Vv. 


Rev. 


(17,332) 


Three pairs of dies shipped for this mintage; impressions from 
all three reverses are known, and in fact there és little differenc 
in rarity among them. The order of varieties is conjectural, though 
number 3 has a reverse reused in 1845, suggesting that it was the 
last of the three. Intermulings may exist. Usually weak ia 


centers, more so than phevious years. 


Old a 3 
Za Serif tof 1 touches bust, and on heavy strikes very top of 
1 also seems to. Left base of i couches border. 
Mintmark overlaps feather and is free of numerator. this position 
is wgre like that a d on varipus, coi f earlier years. Mol 
2 A RL hea pe hee a ie, SOT EST Y ~G 
Old 2 
Similar, 
Mintmark touches numerator, but ix only barely Sbdikiay feather 


and on lighter strikes seems to be [free of it. 


Oid 1 


Only left tip of serif of 1 touches bust; base of 1 free of 
border. UsINC. Nt fc 


Mintmark strongly touches both numerator and feather. 


liigh R-4, Neil 2514, others. 


Oe 3 fo hh Arthad Ny, w flake Beck 5 t86> 7 


Six pairs of dies were shipped to New Orleans, out no 1844-v coins 
were made; the obverses were defaced, and the re¥erses (these six 
thand three left over from 1545) were held over for future use. 
Later die accounts show a very large backlog of old dies in usable 
condition at New Orleans. 
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= No cracks. High date. Minute positional varieties. 
Rev. No cracks. 
es 
Proofs, R-7, high. The following are traced: 
1. Smithsonian, ex Mint Cabinet Collectsion. 
2. “Memorable” 105, earlier pedigree unknown. 
A third is rumored to exist. 


Plainly double punched date. _ 
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Vavivuvnvtugvawoineh Normal. 
Reported but not yet examined. 


. Date just free of bust. <i eennieiemisemtdeme, 
Crack, E of UNITED through leaves to stem end and rim; and f1 

N of UNITED to branch; and from rim to large 2 to shield. 

“ Redu, Lot 864, NN Séth sale. — 


a 
bv. Higher date, top of 1 mmm touches bust, top of S ext: 
to bust. 
Rev. Die of no. 3. 
Gaskill 
S states. Cb. usualy shoe « cask through rd to Sth ta 
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Williams:1818 at $127,500.00. Gaskill, NN 48: a c. Another 
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source: Williams:1815 [locate source, this is single coin, not 3-set, verify 


#1818] rim indentation below 1/2. 





ESINd NVMUNOWATSNNdNVMaN 
VMYNOWA 
NASISNNdWN 
me OaNVMUN 





O BNOWAA 
S WMISWAdW 
VANPIOVLA: Be OgNVMUN 
OW fy MAENOWAT 
iS me ALXSISINNdN 
V SeeNOANVMYN 
OV meee \\e LOW AF 
3 SN Nd Reve AL ASI SINAN 
3 VMUNOWA:’ me OaNVAUN 
FOWAASWNNdR Pee ts LOW AAS 


For add 


Page 72 of 396 


OWA 


4 






SW 11 





AaSWNdNVMN 
dAVMUNOWAT 
UNGAAASWNdWN 
AASWOdNVMUN 
dVSaMUNOWA 


Page 73 of 396 





The large O continues through 1857. Survivors are usually VF; extremely 
rare in EF, prohibitively rare in higher grades. 

See Bib. below for WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1810. 

BMM 4/28/1937, N:48 AU, Auc87:386 Unc.. 

Clapp, Eliasberg:135, AU, $2,640; Brand I:110, Unc., $8,000. 

First publicized by B. Max Mehl. 

BMM 3/23/1948:3607 “Very Fine...No mint record of any Quarter Eagles of 
this Mint having been coined...” $38.75.. 

V. Brand: Unc. PL. 
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See WB’s G&SCRSBM p.111 in Bibliography below. 
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1846 





Ill. is proof. Recut date. 
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.light scratch between wing and eagle’s head...” 


BMM 3/23/48:3500 “.. 


$9.00. 


HSNONdNVMANOWAAYSNDd NVM) 
OWAYSNDNdNVMAYNONAYSNDdNVMANOWAA 
SWOdNVMANONAHSNDdNVMANOWAAHSN Dd N 
VMANOWAYSNDNdNVMANONAHSNDdNVMal) 
OWAYSNDNdNVMANONAYHYSNDdNVMANOWAA 
SWOdNVMYNOWAYSNDdNVMUNOWAASN dN 
VMAYNOWAXSNNdNVMANONAAXSNNd NVM) 
OWAYHYSNNdNVMUANONAYHSNDdNVMANOWAA 
SNOdNVMANONAATSNDdNVMANOWAHSWNNdN 
VMANONAHSNNdNVMANONAAYSWNDNd NVM) 
OWAYHYSNDNdNVMAYNOWAYHYSNDdNVMANOW AA 
SWOdNVMANONAAYSNDdNVMUYNONWAAYSANdN 
VMANOWAYSNNdNVMANONAHSWNNd NVM) 
OWAHSNDdNVMUNONWNAAXSNNdNVMANOWAHS 


Page 78 of 396 


1846 C 





Ill. is Une.. 





Repunching base of 1 fades. Beware of “seawater Unc’s.” 

C-Mint coins henceforth have finer edge reeding than formerly: new close 
collar. Some future use of an old close collar may exist. 

CMBJ #1: Dec.: 4,808. No record of A. 
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{19, 
Two pairs of dies Shipped. Order of varieties not known. 
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oby - Crude date logotype, faint doubling on 846, ew low. 
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- RBie Rathod I. petinen Il. Nearly horizontal crack from wing to fat 
base of E in AMERICA, 








- . xP = 
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Rie KT: A Iai Moor 
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Obv. Similar, without visible recutti ig. 


RGE. Double mintmark, plain upright well to left of final position. 
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R-6 low. Discovered by Harry Bass. Unknown in mint state. 
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Ill. is 2 D/D. Discovered by Harry Bass. 
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67:1241-6. 


ASWNdNVMUNOWAASWNNdNVMaN 
OPLAASWAd NW VMYNOWAASNNUNVMUNOWA 
SHINdNVMYNOWADSNNdNVMYNOWAASNNdW 
VWMUNOWATSNNdNVMYNOWATSWNdN VMN 
OSNATSNNdNVMYNOWATSWNdNVMYNOWAT 
¥ SINAN VMNOWAASWNAWVMANOWAASWNAN 

VAR OW ATSWNdNVMNOWAASW Nd AVM 

OBLAHSW dN VMYNOWAASWNNdNVMANOWAT 

a SHEIAVARINOWAASNNdWVMUNOWAISWNdN 
S VASE) OWS ASWNdNVMUNONATSWNdNVMUN 
| ORBEASW Ad NVMUNOWAASWNNdNVMYNOWAA 


| ee ra in SD 


For additional information see original ms. in — graphy below. 


KS 4/3-4/59:2611 ° 





Page 81 of 396 


1846 O 








3 “Overdate” Microscopic traces of 4 within 6; repunched 4. Robinson:137. 


Like 1846 “Overdate”. 
For additional information in descriptions see original ms. in Bibliography 


below. 
Very rare in higher grades; usually weak on claws, leg and neck feathers. 
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Ob) vy recutting at bases of 18. 


Rev. Normal. Perfect and cracked as described. 

Die statesx. I. Perfect. II. Cracked across, border ‘igh 
wingtip, eagle, down to fraction. NN Slst, lot 825. Rare. i, 

High R-S. The cracked die is rarer than the perfect die. The best one 
in either state seems to be Miles 137, called "unc." but a little 
short of that grade. a 
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Two versions of ms, see 1847-P. 
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Three pairs of dies shipped. 
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NB 43:4 Source T[he] D[ahlonega] Mint: 1843-7 NSM _ 1/67:1241-6. 
O 


Customers preferred $5’s to $2 1/2. 
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sPUMS 


Obv. Same as last. 

Rev. fieavier mintmark than on any other die of the period, touching 
numerator and bar, nearly touching stem, Chenabbe emcee SUSE ama 
Usually with adjacent period joined to D of value. 

Die staffs. I. Perfect, ma with period not joined to D: very rare. 
Ii. With period joined to D, usually seen. III. Crack from arim 
to top of E in AMERICA. Rare. 

R-5 high, possibly low R-6. Melish 1179; NN 49th, lot 600; others. 


5 Old 3 

Obv. Probably same as last. A second minute positional variety may 
exist. 

Rev. Double punched mintmark, first cut low touching fraction bar, 
then corrected higher, free of bar. 

R-5. Melish 1180. 


NB. One of the aboke three has been reported with reverse 180° away 
from normal alignment: NN S4th, lot 867. 


Old 4 
v. Double punched date, first logotyped low and slanting up, then 
corrected higher and level, so that the 18 sho, marked doubling, 
particularly the l, 


he 


Rev. Similar to no. 1, 


R-5. Gaskill, NN 48th, lot 249. Possibly R-6. 
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Proof: 6) Ex. Davis-Graves, Kesselman: Is this same as Texas private coll.? 
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$2.50 1848 274: 


Obv: Small die chip on neck. Final 8 midway between truncation and 
border. No die file mark at 1 of date. Lekt base of 1 above 
right edge of a dentil. 

Rev. Normal. 

Proofs only. The following are traced: 

1. Smithsonian, from Mint Cabinet Coll. 

2. N.Y.private coll., ex Melish 1181. Possibly same as next. 
3. WGC 11S. Possibly same as Adis. Believed ex Woodin 973. 
4. @ N.Y. coin firm, impaired. 


For the Longacre proofs with GMMM,CAL., see below. 
can 


Obv. No die chip on neck. Final 8 nearer to truncation than to 
border. Left base of 1 about over center of a dentil. Die file 
mark slants up to left from below 1, touching its left base. 
Generally shows some roughness near border at llth to 15th stars. 

Rev. Normal. 

R-S, low. Back in the late 1950's J.F.Bell circulated a wantlist 
including this date. Dealers checked their stocks ahi found none, 

In the Holmes sale (1960) a VF soared to $400. 

and the hunt was on./ From a date earlier thought only scarce-- 
less aso objectively than 1842 or 1844 in pterms of numbers actually 
seen--the 1848 became a highly coveted itemm, and a datme occasion- 
ally hoarded (though to be sure I have not seen any hoard of morp 
than four examples tom date). There are more choice 1848's 
around than 1842's or 44's: Davis-Graves 698, Gaskill--NN 48th 
lot 251, Grant Pierce 1129, Miles 141 are all in the AU to Unc. 
range. An additional reason sometimes assigned for the scarcity 
of 1848 is the use of many top grade examples to fabricate 


spurious CAL. pieces. I have seen at least four of these, so the 
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report mmmom has some basis in truth. 
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$2.50 1848 CAL 76 ? 
cE standard alloy of mmifi SO parts oe” 50 parts copper per thousanc 

i by weight, then formed into ebay tactna: rolled into strip, 

cut into blanks and stamped with the design. Examples are known 
in a wide range of confitions, from brilliant prooflike first 
strikes @imp (Winner Delp 780 at $7750, ex Miles 142, ex Grant 
Pierce 1130, ex Jerome Kern 37, always as “"proof"gesmall scratch 
below datep;amim cf.{Melish 1183; Gaskill-NN 48th lot 42) and 
others in the EF to Unc. range down to ae piiawed piece seen kat 
the 1952 ANA Convention, and Kagin's phmmm specimen with shank 
removed from shield area. The vast majority of known specimens 
range from EF to AU, indicating that they were saved, not spent. 
See also Richard S. Yeoman, "The 1848 Quarter Eagle with CAL.," 
Numismatist, July 1953, pp. 674-683 (based on Archives dati fur- 
nished by me), for other valuable historical data. 

Proofs. Three were in the J.B.Longacre estate (1870), lots 170-172, 
at a then high $5 apiece; mmmmim Ronnie Carr swears that he has 
seen at least three. It is possible that one of those he gaalludec 
to was the Miles coin, which had several auction records as proof. — 
I have not been able to trace any from the 5-1 dies, nor any abso- J 

tS lutely unequiv&£al proof from the B-2 dies, but I have no doubt 


the Longacre coins were what @he had claimed them to be. 
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See Numismatist (ANA house organ) July 1953 pages 674-83 for the 
National Archive (Record Group 104) information R.S. bear ‘stole” from 


Breen. era (with anger) WB an about this theft, BV told me. For 
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RitA Mint letters concerning CAL. Gold from National Archives. 
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See also A-W {1913} pages 19-20 for description (Dr. Davis 58. Gold); also 
mentioned are the Medals struck. Source WB ms. for Judd 3rd. 


See Bib. below I.N.A. COA 8/1/1966. 


Box #41 entry 1 (5-12/48) below. 
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[16,788] 


Four obv. dies shipped; revs. were dies left over from 1847. 


Obv. Date slants down to right. (sift 
Rev. Mintmark far to right, above space between 2 D., and its upper 





curve almost completely covers stem. 
Die states. Without and with cracks from rims to both wing tips, at 
NE by 6k Srates, ee ae 
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Obv. Same as last., Minute positional variation possible. 



















1848 OD 
(13,771) 
Three pairs of dies shipped. 


1 round punchmark in ear, at exact center of die. 
oo well to left, slants down--final 8 much farther from trun- _ 


cation than is pe Minute positional variation possible. 


Mintmark touches both claw and stem, obliterating feather. 
Shae Aritl ants pl phn 


Mintmark — eli so high, free of claw and stem though 


eae ts 89 PY gonad its Mgr “on ~ mh en —— 


Dhuswuvew 

Four obv. and six (1!) cov. dive’ woke" QING URRNOD to now: Oxtoalaeae 
for 1848 use prior to the end of December 1847, but no 1848 O 
quarter eagles are known to have been made. 
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4 

Obv. Double date, first punched in to left of its final position, then 
corrected. Spine slants up from bosom--"“unicorn" variety. 

Rev. Normal, 


Still other recut dates and partly recut dates are probable. 
Specimens of nos. 2, 3 and 4 have all been offered more than 
once as "1849 over 48," probably because such overdates are 
known to exist among cents, half dimes and eagles. I have never 
seen an 1849 quarter eagle of any mint with completely con- 
vincing evidence of an overdate. Openings within 49 are 

almost never completely clear (on no. 1 above, they are nearest 
so owing to die lapping), but that is not good grounds for 
Claiming an overdate. 


002 ae baa ee 
Most 1849's show some repunching on date. Normal date: BMM 4/28/1937, 
N:2002 AU+. 
See additional die information on original ms. in Bibliography below. 
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B-2 Described in WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1813 in Bib. below. 


WB:”49 B-2 “Missmade’”’. 
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1849 C 
[10,220] 
Three pairs of dies shipped. Borders often weak. 


co |~- 
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+ Heavy numerals, somewhat pe nd to ae 2 . Philadelphaia. 


- Mintmark in usual position, / *y Bxtens ve reves Wing around letters. 


- Melish 1189, 


In jp 
je ie' |F fe | 


. Similar. (£1L., dt sae a8 

- Mintmark high above numerator, a hl left than usual, stipped = 
between claw and concave part of feather end,, Remused in 1850 as 
no. 1. 
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to be determined. — 


CMBJ #1: July: SO RNS 
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1849 D 
Ill. is 1. 


MO 


EZ 


~ 


Fy 


< 


(10,945) 
Three pairs of dies shipped. Borders usually weak. Numerals 
about as on no. 2 of Philadelphia. 


Obv. Date heavy, high and slanting down to right. |// ml. 4. 
Rev. Mintmark high, half filled with end of feather, and touching 
both claw and stem. ; 


2 ’ 

Obv. Low date slants up 9 farther from border than is 1,sKih jathalhy 
twee twee dekh” ’ 

Rev. Same as last. 
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See 1850-D for reverse. 
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B-1 WB’s de G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:2013 in Bib. below. P.T.A. Bren 2 


6/75:605 ‘VF 
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B-2 Hn 
See Bib 


Page 109 of 396 


1850 


A 


V 
MIS 
AO 


NOLNOANO 
< Seat Ses SS tems 
1850 
(252,923) 
Number of dies not known. Minute positional variations in 
date, nothing else of asa ‘fiterest. 


- Heavy date. Many minute positional varieties. 


- Norm al ‘ 
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$2.50 1850 780: 
2 


Obv. Thin numerals, Minute positional varieties. Lye Je 


= 
° 
< 


Normal. 


R-l. 


One of the above comes with shattered rev. die: "Cicero" 938. 


i 
Proofs. {1+} The following are recorded: 





1. Specimen in the complete gold proof set ($1 to $20 inclusive) 
made up for the Congressional Committee on the Library, 
mentioned in Archived correspondence between the Mint 
Director and that committee. Not traced. 
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Three pairs of dies shipped. 


i gtelel > 
. Obv. Date high, slanting down to right; top of 1 a truncation. 
4 “ 
| R&ev. Answers the description of 1849 D, and he same die, 


R-5 low. The only mint 5 one wawinmm I have seen is in a Texas 
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[84,000] 
Four obv. dies shipped; revs. (18 in all) left over from earlier 
years, which does not imply that all these revs. were in fact used. 


Obv. Date well to right, dim 0 much acutwryans of truncation than 1 
is to left end. Mmm Minute posmitional vars. possiblep. 

- Mintmark above numerator and bar. Same comment. 

R-2, Melish 1195. 


Obv. Date low, close to border. f 


boi yn ” 
Rev. Mintmark re Tie Tight, above denominator, Minute positional 
vars. possible. 

R-2, Melish 1196. 
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Obv. Date high and well to right, almost touching truncation. CAI 

Same as no. 2. 

R-3. WA 17 thes reo Derr. ts 
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Ss i me | 5 
Ten obv. and nine rev. dies made for this mintage. No proofs kngtn . 
1 Old 1 , : 0 
Obv. High date, first 1 touching bust, second 1 free. Minute 


MMMM positional varieties probable. p/h 172: sh brewed = hep befell ab” 2 
Rev. Normal. Lhe poke > 
Die states. Perfect and with crack through base of date. 2 

R-4, though much rarer with the crack. Melish 1198. Pessiblyuiet= 


2 


Obv. High date, both 1's buried in truncation. 


2 


a 
RWAMPU 


Rev. Normal. 
R-4. 


3 Old 2 


Obv. Date low, first 1 touching border, second 1 free. Mintte positiona 
varieties probable. 
Rev. Normal. 


R-B2. Melish 1199. Possibly R-1. 


4 Un Rar 
fee A 
Obv. Date slants down, first 1 free of border but touching bust, 
last 1 touching border. Minute positional vars. possible. 


Rev. Normal. 


“ 21 i the bee HE. 
Reg sed 


5 

Obv. Date placed to left and slanting down, first 1 touches bust, 
both 1's touch border. 

Rev. Normal. 


R-3. 


KWAMWEPUIVISL Y MUU 


«<£" ay air a — 


—— a. 
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hs > ee S eS > Re > 
° Mii om 
6 Joe ° - 7 = a 
a Obv. Double punched date, joutlines show plainest mm just above base of 


last 1, less plainly above bases of 85; evidently date was first 
os aa de upward to right, then corrected. Baus & (th 12 
Rev. No sf oe 

R 


-5. The only mint state one I have seen is in a Texas coll. ex 


Grant Pierce 1140. 


-—— 
a 
4 
eo 


V 


The large mintage was wawaws from the same cause as the large 
mintage of gold dollars: recoinage of private gold pieces and 
ingots made from native California gold. Some of the quarter 
eagles of this year are paler than normal, testifying to their 
California origin, though they naturally assayed normally, with 


~meaeninn 


rx. 


the requisite proportions of silver and copper in the alloy. 
Gaskill (lot 264, NN48th) was one from worn-out dies, vartist 
not ascertained, showing double profile (minor double striking); 
this same phonomenon has been notified on about a dozen half 
cents of 1851, and lll testifies to the same px senile press 
being used for both dononinakaas 


OMRMAA AADIT 


<" eee SEY MOURWAMP 


EMMOU 


az PY 
7 We $< 2,2 ere <2 O ubled 
Date. Che tate 
set Leet te were Fa as 


below WB’s G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 11/1975:1377. Written by WB: ‘ Hie" Bi 
different from the other double date (B-6, ex Grant Pierce 1140, in a Texas 
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below 


Be.) 


erto WB PTRCAS 


l 


collection). [...] Base of extra 1 below 1 running into border, lower left parts 
of extra 851, plainest left of knob of 5 and base of final 1. Rev. Bases of 


stripes thin.’ eee 
Beware 
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Les6-i CG 
{14,923] 
Three apairs of dies shipped, as usual. 


. Heavy date, Rutt emtedled cn fag, £16, ASI R, bi Ly ve berber. 
. Same as 1849 C no. 2 = 1850 C no. 1, wm still with the same 
fivefold clash marks, but now badly rusted. 


ans deka NN 48th, lot 265. 


let B7. eo ae tein Te M set pnd beth bein 


Ship, Bon, : 
pg. Arb aot ag pete = aah WM AM 8 a coclaaaiie a ss 
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, in Bib 
Dee Ree ek aee eae 6 


CMB J #1: March: 14,923. No record of - 
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NB 43 


Ex. rare 


185 
Norma 
above 
See Bib 
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Rev. S&mm Answers the description of no. 1. 


Die states. I. Bases of extra date very plain. &@ Probably R-S. 
II. Bases of extra date can be made out with a glass. R-4,. 
III, Relapped or worn down, Under a glass only part of base 
of extra 1 can be seen, the parts of 85 entirely gone. R-3. 
R-3 low. Gaskill--NN 48th, lot 267; NN 49th, lots 607-8. 


LIDV/A 


SOas 


jae 
Oby. #3 a:“Blundered die > O x =>OtsO 
Anothe ID reported: doubled a Pe een yn a) > 
Very r mint state. Discovery c te 1 > 
One other variety shows 0 sofe regroun 
Addition ay show in only tases of Bibicotanhs graphy Below Ln 
WB: “51 O B-3 “Missmade”’. 
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18 $§ 2 
[1,159,681] 


Eleven obv. and ten rev. dies made for this issue. 


Obv. Heavy date, high, top of 1 touching bust. Minute positional 
vars. pax probable, identifiable by position of mleft base of 
1 above dambh dentil. 
Rev. Normal. 
from rim 
MMMDie states. Rarely, cracked/through sasawofmdatem left upright of 
M to mhmm wing. 





Obv. Heavy date, top of 1 free of bust. Minute positional vars. 
possible. 


Rev. Normal. 


Obv. Thin date, the thin elements of numerals hairlike; top of 1 
touches bust. Minute positional vars. possible. 


Rev. Normal. 


— 


slanting 


<SO<¢5 
aed d Te S 4 mst N01, Uns = 
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Water damaged photo, ~ %~ however usable. 


Some have numerals | : se Meet os _ more heavily punched 
coor aw oe 
an K. | K 


QObv. Thin date as last, top of 1 free of bust. Minute positional 










> 
g 


vars. possible. 
- Normal. 


UE 
< - < 


. Thin date, slanting sharply down to right; top of 1 free of 
bust. 

Rev. Plain horizontal bar (die chip? mostly effaced traces of a - 
mintmark?) just to left of lower tip of arrow feather. \t 7 


& 
< 


ViQt IDVJAAADIIAAC LE 


Die states. Perfect and with crack through bases of date. 

R-6 F a ah. eh 2d Of 
6 FF LE by ta Re ER, CE 
ie iA Are = 
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PCA III 
See Ho 
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185 





Lor es oe 


[4,078] 


of dex dies shipped. So far as I know, only one 


obverse die was used. 


Three pairms 
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rsonal 
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OWA SSNAMNVMUNOWAA 
WadA ya nOWAdsSWNndN 
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Ill. rev. 3. 
1852 O 








NB 107:3....5..Extra heavy 6. 
Extremely rare above EF. Reverses leftover from 1851. 


3: Except for size, this recalls the quarter dollar. High relief. Heavier at right 
than left, base & top thick. Mintmarked at N.O? Phoen1x:1660 
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[1,404,668] 


Overm thirty pairs of dies, exact number not at hand. Many 


minute positional varieties. 


1 1853/52 Old 1 


Obv. Upper and lower edges of base of 2 show between 53. 

Rev. Normal. 

R-8? Dr. Sloss coll., ex NN S4th, lot 873. Only the one seen. Probably 
the die either wore down ok was lapped to efface the parts of 2. 
No duplicate has turned up despite extensive search. Conceivably 
an earlier die state might exist showing more of the 2. Similar 
overdates are known for the eagle and double eagle, all being of 


equal rarity to this one. 


2 Old 2 
Obv. Base of 1 very plainly double. 
Rev. Normal. 
R-6, possibly R-7. Lot 834, NN Slst sale. 
Old 3 


Obv. Date normal, placed low, much nearer border than truncating, but 
base of 1 free of border. Minute positional vars. 

Rev. Normal and cracked as below. - Lz id ay 

Die states. tmwitwnude.Usually perfect die. AeweastOne, WES been ~ 

grazing base of D, 


“a 


1 Hy 


MPUMSE YMOUKWAMPUMSE 





seen with a heavy break from rim thvnugk 
obliterating adjacent period and pellet stop, and extending to 





middle of right sf leg of final A. 


Ven ACYTIDVIJTAARAADTIAACTINJA ACY IDUIVAAADITOIA toe, iY 


 — Aer KM ae = & 
Common Unc., a hoard s umbe 
ne = Vf apn) 


30 pairs of dies, a few more varieties will exist. 
B-3 see Bib. WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1814. 


antity, 
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Il. is rev. 8. Lost in upgrade. See First Edition. 


SE YVQLOUID AD DIT FO DWM OTIDVVTA NADI TN SEV NTO 


UR’ 
M 


NAODAODAO 
= > 
siti 4-t 


4 Old 6 


Obv. Similar to no. 3. 


Rev. tmmpwatapmi Heavy jump (die chip?) atop I of AMERICA. 
Die states. Without add with crack from rim left of 2 through 


RWWA 
UMS 
410 
RVEA 
y 
2 





tops of 2, bar, numerator and D. 
R-6. Gaskill--NN 48th, lot 273. 


5 

Obv. Similar to no. 3, but vertical die file marks from border 
running into bases of 1 and 3; crisscross die file marks from 
border close to last two stars. Ui! NC. 

Rev. Normal, bt 22% (%7) 


R-6. If the die file marks fade or are lapped off, as seems probable, 


later states no longer showing them would be classified as no. 3. 


Old 4 


: iad 


. Low date, but base of 1 touches border. Thinner stars and 


numerals than usual. Stripes of shiedld clash marked near ear. 


ev. Normal, but may exist with clash marks. 


S. If a die state exists prior to relapping @mam (without or with 


the same clash marks in heavier state), it would presumably be 


classified as next to follow. 


7 
Obv. Low date, base of 1 touching border; otherwise normal. 
Rev. Wawalas Normal. 


8 Old S 
into 
Obv. Date high, wR of 1 E¥iwmwad bmn truncation. 


Bev. Normal, or with Ym Shiptc, seem) need - LUZ, folly whack 


R-fimm 4. Melish 1212, flo/yi725, 


im 


URWAMPUMDSE Y MOURWAMPUMSE 


On--a- en--a- en-- 
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High dage, top of 1 just free of bust, 
pelos date slants down slightly to right; Gidmti-iump-ia 


—tield—opposite—ohin. Numerals thinner than usual. 


Rev. Normal. 


10 
Obv. High date, similar to no. i, but slanting down ak shampihp to 
Tight. See no. 11 below. May exist with top of 1 touching bust. 


Rev. Normal. 


Obv. Similak to no. 10, but date slandts down to right mmuch more 
sharply, almost enough to constitute a blundered die; top of 1 
nearly touches bust, sep base of 3 almost runs into border. 


Rev. Normal. 


RAVER AY LV ERS Bd 


Charlotte. W#kmumpatmemed Three obv. dies shipped, no coinage followed 


4 


New Orleans. Six obv. dies shipped, no coinage followed. 


San Francisco. Five pairs of dies shipped; no coinage followed, 





despite the enormous output of native gold, because both copper 
for alloy and parting acids (to remove the excess silver) were in 
too short supply, little tmkmg acid being made locally and none 


being acceptable for shipment overland or via Cape Horn. 
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See Hoards below: 14 pieces. 
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SIAL Id NVMYNOWAASNNdNVMYNOWAASNINdN 
Vis NOWATSWNdNVMUNOWAASN NAN VMN 
OWA ISNNdNVMUNOWATSWNdNVMYNOWAA 
Pim 2p he tnd penchant 
VABINOWATSNNdNVMUNOWATSWNdNVMaN 
2 ONKASWNANVMNOWAASWNdNVAMUNON AS 
SIAN d NVMYNOWATSNNdNVMUNOWATSWNNdW 
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Obverse $2 1/2 die employed Dec. 27, 1853 for German silver Cent. A-W 
171. Rev. ONE AO 5 Py oO < 


wreath[ 


Proof: 
pattern co 
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Three obv. dies shipped for this issue, but so far as I know 


a 

~ 

) 

2 

= > amas 

a Py Be ee * 


“<= one obv. was used, with an 1852 reverse. 


=. se 


JR 


— re aie = re — =— re 





showing within Apace; placed above bar and denominator. 


< 

Ny 

4 1 : ait ped brn 

& Obv. patfeplaced far to left, 1 neafly in line with end of truncation; ‘a 
GU date slants ¢own to right. yufhe »* Ue AO She. ; ) 
= Rev. Same as 1852 D, Mintmark heavily overlaps feather, part of tip Ss 
ei 

— 

joxd 


High R-6. 


r 


an 


en 
Die flaw just left S = a ; 
9742018. ‘ es = 


NB 43: 6 Sou l 
Suck 3 58 Sen 7 Lm ; 
| Se ea on D-Mint: 
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This is ae I 1/68:169 
core = ive ~~ ow Given Gis 
aa 


Late die s te: = of | Byala ast point o 
past star 3 lower point, not touching star. 
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Z2Nntiic J Cw) 
ae ee W/S §9 
que? Sled 
Artyfact by Breen. Cud above NITE. serifs; base \ “A!YeA+7 
set), “liber- \ “7 Bat. 
iry quarter rephe 
Proof [1+] Heaviest date. Date exceptionally '), Mocatta 4 


heavily punched in die, thicker serifs; base of 1 
double, 54 touch; rev. two parallel die file marks 
slant down crossing red stripe (from left) near base. [...]$35,000 (private sale 
1974), Mocatta Metals, 1976 ANA:2804, $8,000, Harry Bass. 


Repunched 4. See Breen annot. above right. 
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1854 
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Number of dies unknown. 


= high, top of 1 touching bust. U'“ 

Obv. Date datubewiketupinventechbiantanion Positional varieties exist. 
Une, Habs 

Rev. Normal. 

ee clethad, 4573) ev 7 

Die states. Perfect, and cracked through base of date and most 


stars. "Cicero" 291. [12,40 ty, ORTIE™ 


bv. Similar. Top of 1 free of bust. Minute positional varieties. 


Rev. Normal. Several dies not readily distinguishable: see no. 3. 
shattered--many cracks a4, © letters. 
qaqmynghqsymgagha. Me 


Die states. Perfect, and ish 12185. 
R-1. 

3. 

Obv. Similar. Minute positional varieties. 


Rev. Normlm&, but dim heaxvy clash marks. Melish 1216. 


gr hex ’ G $20) given i mir, July 15ST: 
Fak Ls sah ee LS (ne oe 
spre le [7,295] age 
pe’) Three obv. dies shipped for this issue. Always flatly struck, 
i all “al a a aa a - 
M5 ea Se a5 eae & 
Oc 28" 1952 ANA:1484 “Bright brilliant Unc. Number of odd 
granular plane efects, particularly onthe obverse™ to either 
January or Latin. e Bib. belo 1 s => eal > 
Beware: The gilt piece is not of Mint ori ~~ A. aw 
See 1853 ab - S 
Pattern, Exp mith 10/18 apes < 
=>5 = 
 & oz 
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Always flatly struck, 
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vs pd 
A 


crck 
bore 


[7,295] 


ree obv. dies shipped for this issue. 





some details of design rather indefinite especially in ce 





— Obv. Date to left, 1 touches bust and bo 
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1854 





[1,760] 
Three obv. dies shipped for this minkage, fi Dec. 20, 1853. 


-_ 


Always weak. Generally considered R-7, but a few worn xones 


A™~ VVAABAAVAESR CH LV BRS BA 


have turned up in recent years. 


a 


Obv. Date to left, top of 1 touching bust, base of 1 almost gae-quéite~ 
touching border, base of 4 barely free of border. Die file 
marks, nearly horizontal, mfrom border left of date; these fade. 
Rev. Apparently the same as 1852. D = 1853 D. Mintmark crowded up 
against stem, heavily overlapping feather (part of tip showing 
within space); placed above bar and denominator. 
Die states. On the last examples the die file marks fadmwmum disappear. 
R-6, high. Examples mmm definitely known to be different include 
ie the following: (1) Eliasberg. (2) Miles 164, close to EF. (3) és 
soa vue Texas coll., ex Stack in 1958m. (4) Grant pierce 1152. VF plus, Fr: ) 


' ’ 
¥ : sn dark planchet dstreak vertifcally abfive eagle's se 3 Bx 7 
vin —> Gaylord, ce than EF and possibly& finest known. (6) 4 
+ 
Sirol 74-)4, timthiomm Ex Dr. Bolt "via Stanley Kesselman, VF. (7) and (8) Two be “4 


Sapir formerly in the George Waltmn coll. (9) Milton Kaufman, About VF. - 
10@--12) Th hers in deal pkg, WE. (13) Alb 1., 
BRA: (10m ) ree ot Ca) vt be sto Ga waris: 44g any co : 


14 : 
HA "'/¢9 ex Charles French, Fine. Sed G, loop removed. I have gone into 
. on 
Ay hei t of detail b f i isunderstandi bout 
Ay Lae! nraogg P® amount of deta ecause of previous misunderstandings a 
the actual rarity of the date. Some of the above information is ad 
‘WE 364 A olen Kr Mi7e, Ke dpe oan va ae 8 
b Pt 3/94: — Fyareo Shak S SS. eee ae 
ee ee ee Oe ee ee ee ee ee ee < 
$2.50 1854 D, S 293: 
derived from Stanley Kesselman, who has handled a very large = 


amount of rare gold over the years. 


pan ) | oe 
WB’s ot GENA. PTAY {974-3019 in Bib. alow. AEF J oH 


BMM 3/23/1948:3584. “Strictly Fine[...].” $142.50. 
“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1125 “{...]Extremely Fine[...].” $125.00. 
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P.T.A. Breen 2 6/75: ‘AU/EF’ see WB’s copy in Bib. below for important 
description & information. 


Important rarity information in original ms. in Bibliography below. 
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1854 Om-1. Obv. Base of date strong, top weak, date placed low and 
distant from truncation, 1 and 4 running into border. Rev. O central 
above fractions; the die of Melish 1219. Later, crack from rim to head 
grazing r. part of 7th star. 


——— ill _. oe 7 


1854 0-2. Normal date, obv. buckled wt and cracked from chin to rim; 
-_ { 


12 
rev. O well to left--the die of M, ish 1220. 


¥M 
WA 
(Mio 


— 
Centrally locate 






WB’ 
6/75:617 in Bib. A. ~~ A. ~~ ~ AQ 
One kth Sx standin rise oop Ga RAUL, > S 
10/55:107 *[ proof O <x 
KS oo: 40- 3 rec oo nied Care An 
Branch Mint Pr portec sted opinion . Another 
source: Unverified (ca. 1980) 1976 AN Cie 00. > 
7 oS th OS mio SMD 
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[246] 


Five pairs of dies shipped for this issue, but only one was 
used. The low mintage results from difficulty in obtaining 
parting acids to remove the excess silver alloym found in 


native California gold. 


Obv. Date to left, 1 touching truncation and almost touching border; 
4 a little farther from border. Left base of 1 about over 
space between dentils; right base of 4 over right edge of dentil. 
Rev. Medium sized, rather delicate S mintmark, barely free of claw 


(it may touch claw on heavier strikes) and joindd to feather, 


cal 

> 

— 

pss) 

nf 

> 

C 

a 

a 

placed above numerator and fraction bar. These details are A 

specified to guard against possible forgeries made by inserting » 

an S mintmark into a genuine Philadelphia coin; to date no such ) 

fraud has been reported, but after the 1927 D double eagle affair ” 

(fall 1972) anything is possible. > 

R-7,. The following are reported, in descending order of condition. pan 

wl. F.C.C.Boyd, WGC 242, Whwmymwh ‘Memorable’ 222, Clinton hester ) 

¢ wh (and/or Charles M. Williams?), MMenjoufi 1520, Maryland estate, r) 
t . 

er 4 NN Slst sale, lot 837, to Stack's for an unrevealed client. Ully? = 

F+, tiny mmmm scratch from top arkow to M. — 

w 2. Davis-Graves 825. VF*, abrasion mark in field above eagle. ) 

se 3. J.F.Bell, Farouk 278. believed ex Newcomer, Col. Green. YE. pot 

pass 

- 4. Wolfson 165,mam reportedly privately from George Walton. Obv. > 

——d 

Fine, rev. weaker, evenly worn; top, right and bottom krev. c 

a 


borders particularly weak. 


ee 
| , a 
ae a a | > - 
AIAN TW OY AMA 
NB 69:84 Smaller s “Split Hairs.” “See above & Date See sre 1870-CC 
$20. 
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5. Atwater 2072, Pierfie 1154, Miles 166. Sharpness nearer VF tha 
Fine, obv. field dig between brow and 4th star (not touching 
either); dark rough stain at upper left obv. and lower left 
rev. border (no evidente of mounting). 








6. Schulmanmiumemievg sale, Feb. 1959, lot 0000. VG-Fine. 

7. Said to have been found in a western bank, sold to 8. Max Mehl 
in 1910, then to John H. Clapp; with the Clapp coll. to Louis 
Eliasberg, 1942. VG. 

8. Texas coll.pObv. VF scratched, rev. shank removed affecting 
NITE and MERI. 

A ninth is rumored but unverifidd. No. 8 was at one time casually 

described as "loop removed." 
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For a a a es ~~ see A ms. in AO oo o 


Discovered by. vera, 1910: : S S $ 2 = 


New own rs list, 


90: 
1) Dai i= aves sie br bo EF 5 non horizontal abrasion 
above sible Abou sj VF), 
2) Atw Say: | ANA826, $9,000, A out EF. 1974 
MANA:1 0 ANAS 1 0. (1977), 
ie 


Scott- ie as ~~ upper left obv. 
& lowe apse f-vf Rv 
cracked Teer er rv es coit-Kinncar. 13 
——_ 


=. <2 
3) Is ge ms) NY 101A ra C> 2S > Clinton 
Hester or C.M. pes ses a5 aN =a oie “Rio 
Rancho”:89, 1,000. V1 ie ce oo a — 


0 S 
ae He era ee 








Windso ep ms) ho F. Possib sly Grant ’s i ang ane 
6) oat} quo 12782, § oe wei allock 
duPont: Gre Ce 1.2762, $10, nS ser “on © head, 
another (p Se 2S > 
(6?) on 29 1 ANA:82, “$8,750 — 
81:140 2. aber A. 
(2) “ ea 1910, yen , Mehl, Elmer 
Sears, = / Ss < S 

~~ | ras a ber t)- — ae A 

AIAH AAS 

7) Super 2 | =O <x S O < 
9) Gilhousen. A. 
10) Bowers me roughnes S on both sides. 
11) Wolfson: n rev. 


12) Is #6 (ms) above. VG-F. This or preceding may be ex (H.O.Grandberg) 
Benden Roach. 
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AV notes misc. p.26, autograph. See NB 69:157 above. 
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totatg 


Ss ae 
(235, 480) 


Five obv. and hour rev. dies made for this issue, wigs ng 
exclusive of the proof dies. 








1 Old @ 3 

Obv. Date very high, crowded up against bust--top of 1 embedded, top — 
of final 5 virtually touching. | 

Rev. Normal. 

R-3. Melish 1226; lot 839, NN Slst. 














“ 









2 Old 2 
Obv. Date not quite so high. Top of 1 mmmma just touches bust, top _ 
Rev 






of final 5S close to truncation. 
| . Generally with some trace of clash marks in fields. 


VIPT 








a i f 
| - ne as no. eS 
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URWAMPUMSEY MOURW. 
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ames naam ceo nti pes ce op aan ose 


bis 
44 — 1855 D a die & het 4 xt lS 9 FE 
abs *“Mintage 1123. Three phirs of dies Mintage 71,120. 


pent for this mintage, but only, o revs. sent for this 
pk pwas ose dr ate vin on the assumptio 
E pterusMently R-7. I estimate 


7 or 8 Francisco mint h: 


round, as for the 1854-D. from 1854-55. 7» 
4 +t t. Dies were also sent to New Or- 1. Mintmark he 
) ~/¢ > leans (2 pairs) and San Francisco and feather. Gaski 










lot'619. git ¢-? 
ve 2. a geet | 
wee ' ther, 

Mintage 384,240, Fifteen pairs of” oe aes cae ante A 
.3 ye dies made. All seen of 1856 from all 

C 


mints have small dates as on the  opli 185 
dime; a large date was reported in Mintage 214,130 


{ Ger the George H. Hall collection (1945) trivial. I have see 
but I have never seen any such coin. 
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1856 C. Still only the mone variety; date low, placed far to left and 
s@anting up, C touches feather corner to corner and is very close to 


end of bar. Usually worn, on defective wi ssi unknown in mint state. 


cil ove; tion 
Obv. 1 Eas a ntion wien 
mi Treses aaa =O bhaheftlne 
Obv. 
Rev. C 


I 


ae 
ni 
OU: 
gWAMI 


EYMOURWAMP®SJMSE"‘ 


\O 


MPUMSEY MOU 


+ 


AMP#) 


EY MOURW. 


Ba 


SEYMOUR 


io 


EYMOUKW 
leaps in sl 


OQ 
| 


Steen el 
MPUMSEYMOURWA 
URWAMPUMSE¥MOU 
MPUMSEYMOURWAM 
EYMOURWAMPUMSE 
URWAMPUMSEYMOUR 


MPUMSEY 
URWAMPUMSE¥M 


Page 148 of 396 


Pt 
OC ow 
hte Sen, 

ne 





U 







TRWAMP 
z 


of 
0 


—_ A. 

Rev. Creek top 

only, blue is anot 
= 


= 
a 





MPUMSEYMOURWAMPUM 


MOURWAMPUMSEYM 
AMPUMSEYMOUR 
OURWAMPUMSEYMOn 


A 


“I-A tA la la le 
i moo ef ober nano ater 
to bring the silver content of gold down to legal limits—but there seems no 


reason for it at Dahlonega. Possibly no more explanation is needed than low 
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bank demand for quarter eagles in comparison to half eagles. This is known 
to have been the reason for low mintage at Philadelphia. At any rate, the 


1856-D is another R-7 item, less than 8 being known [ca. 1965] or reported to 
SASS 2532552 
SHOW MPH MPHMP 


; 
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fas teusermourwaounsera 


R.J.Sau 

Wolfson, 

maw puntaersne = SC 

Miles: 172A ae > S x 2 9 
Sanaa eens Nez 
Miles, re) 3 << < 
cowie i ae = =: OME eS 
“HLR. Lee” S 10/47:1127 “...Brilliant U eaieit ” $215.00. 


G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:2022, VF. WB’s copy in Bib. below an re other 
known provenances. 
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Usually VF; possibly two fully Unc. survivors were known to Breen, possibly 
four others that could qualify as AU. These have played musical chairs for 
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Mint letter Proof set premium. 











| MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 
Philedelphia, March 8th, 1860. 


To carry into effect the directions as to the giving out 
of Master Coins, contained in the Circular of the 20th 
of December, 1859, the following regulations are made: 


1. The Chief Coiner will deliver them to the 
Treasurer as other coins are delivered, and shall, as in 
other cases, be credited by the weight of the coins, 


2. The Treasurer will be charged for the same, as 
in similar cases, 


3. The premium on the sets, or single pieces, 
delivered to applicants, will be paid monthly into the 
Ordinary fund of the Mint, to meet the expenses which 
bave been incurred in preparing and striking the Master 
coins, 

4. The charge for ea full set of the gold coins 
will be $43 and for a full Set of the Silver Coins $3, When 
single pieces are desired,they will be paid for as follows: 


Gold Coins: Double-Eagle $20.30 
Eagle 10, 30 
Helf-Eagle 5.30 
Three Dollars 3425 
Querter Eagle 2-75 


One-Dollar 1.10 = $43.00 
Silver Coins: Dollar 1.60 

Half-dollar 075 

Quart-dollar 35 

Dime ol5 

Half-dime 208 

Three Cents 205 
Cent~-piece 202 $3. 00 


fhe Treasurer will carry out the detsils of this arrangement. 


JAMES ROSSSNOWDEN 
Director of the Mint 
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Source: AV notes misc. NB:WBV#15p.26: 1861 OLD REV. (not proofs). 
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Proof: Ulmer:368 1974 sale has lint mark from F to wing tip. 
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Lot No. 297 
The Exceedingly Rare 1863 Quarter-Eagle or $2.50 Gold 


1863 $2.50 gold. Perfect brilliant proof gem! As pertiect 
and beautiful a brilliant proof as can possibly be ob- 
tained. It is just as perfect as the day it was struck. 
According to the U. S. Mint records only thirty specimens 
were struck. This record is undoubtedly correct as a 
far lesser number than thirty specimens are known of 
this great rarity. In 1863, as is well known, gold was 
at a great premium, and I doubt if any U. S. gold coins 
were minted for general circulation. Proof specimens 
were, of course, minted on order for collectors only. 

It is interesting to note the steady advance in value 
of this rarity. Back in 1904, in the Mills Sale, a specimen 
brought only $55.00. In the fall of 1944 in my Sale of 
the Olsen collection this rarity brought $950.00. Then 
when a specimen was offered just a few months later it 
brought $1,150.00. The specimen sold in my Atwater 
Sqle in 1946 brought $1,205.00. I do not believe that 
another specimen has been offered since. It catalogs 
at $1,250.00. It would not surprise me to see this speci- 
men here offered exceed any previous record. I believe 
this coin is destined to become a $2,000.00 coin in the not 
distant future. 
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Act 3/3/1863: Four denominations $50. through $1,000.00. 5% interest 2 
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Judd 3rd: Quarter eagle. Regular dies trial piece. #439 Copper. Reeded edge. 
(A-W 487). Possibly unique, maybe 2 or 3 struck. 
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Gold Certificates. 
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[3,000 + 30 Prof], _ 
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Copper. R.E 


Quer sais Re 
#1234. Aluminum. R. 


PATTERN $10 GOLD 
‘2 1159 1868 AW 652. Said to be the last work of Longacre. A Gem Proof struck in Alum- 
t inum, Rarity-6, Worth at least (75.00) 


PATTERN $20 GOLD 


. 

le No records or information available on this piece. Presumed to be Copper, 
Sa 4 gold plated. Judging from the workmanship, this may be of foreign origin. 

— Light scratch on cheek and one trivial scratch on obverse field. Should realize 
—— over (100.00) 

ATTERN 1872 GOLD SET 
The only distinctly different gold patterns issued by the mint lacking the 

/ quarter eagle, AW 1230, to be complete in copper. Very rare. 
pi {1161 $1.00 AW 1235, Lightly toned Proof. R-12 (150.00) 
1162 $3.00 AW 1225. Almost Brilliant Proof. R12 (125.00) 
1163 $5.00 AW 1220, As above, R-12 (100.00 
1164 $10.00 AW 1217. Brilliant Proof. R-12 (100.00) 
1165 $20.00 AW 1211. Redd ish toned Proof. R-12. (150.00) 

1 TAT. COINS 
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1. Closed 3. Scarce in non-proof; of the 25 proofs struck, one is in ANS, 
a in SI, one (part of a folie. OD hig nie set) 1 in the cornerstone of the 


cane Building in Lancing, Mi in the collection of the 


cana of c inet soto, & a number of others 

oP fr apa a ze ene 3 smaller, 
< ith c O es 

Blew a rs a Ss — 21/2D. 

Proofs ekcors oA Bae =Fe some 


impaire sy 250.0 e known m differen dies 


masque _ baal > - 
Unce.: ins Bc 5,500.. BMM A.Carter 10/55:117 ‘Brill proof.’ See 
also Bib. beisrwt Lip caby BTS ma for more 


mayen =f 
Gold pr vered 
Eliasbe n 2s}ba ae Fit ow 1, (3), > "Bx Clap, 





Chapman.. 4 > re > a2 > 
Discov in N = cit) Azohite by Waits Geicenti concernin a5 on Peaches 
bow: tae Hox 1 ay e", = = < = O 
DE ESSE SOS SSS ESS 
aa 
I) 
> 
— 
— 
> 
xe 
= 


-. a _—— a PF _ + PF _ = PF ———— 
, AW. ~~ Pe. ~Y Po ~ Pe ad 
mM & > > > > 
For Resetchrin the hirthives (1951-2) see Brophpt page below Table of 
Contents: The Mint 1873. 
WB’s annot. S 12/59:838 WB: open[...|35[...]”. See Bib. below. 
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Counterfeit, see WB’s Bristles and Barbs May 1972 magazine Coinage (or 
Coins). 


AE SSE eS Sas se 


1873 Dr. Henry Linderman appointed Director of the Mint by President Grant. 


1873 Dr. Henry Linderman appointed Director of the Mint by President Grant. Largely 
responsible for the following Act: 
1873 Act of Feb 12. Sec.13 "That the gold coins of the U.S. shall be a one dollar piece, 
which, at the standard weight of twenty-five & eight-tenths grains, shall be the unit of value; a 
quarter eagle, or two-&-a-half dollar piece; a three-dollar piece; a half eagle, or five-dollar piece; 
an eagle, or ten-dollar piece; & a double-eagle, or twenty-dollar piece. And the standard weight of 


coins as shall admit of such motto; & any one of the foregoing inscriptions may be on the rim of 
-47- 


the gold & silver coins." Sec. 65 "This act shall take effect on the first day of April, Eighteen 
Hundred & Seventy Three..." Sec, 67 "That this act shall be known as the "Coinage Act of 
eighteen hundred & seventy three," And all other...are hereby repealed..." move to 
other denom] Take info abt all mints & assay offices(phil, SF, NO, CC, NY, Boise, Denver 
charlotte) fr cent books, enter into this one. _[ B¥ Find laws halting gold coins in 1933] 
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1873: S-Mint coining press struck medallions: obverse says “The largest 
ining press- in the - world. Reverse says Built by- Morgan & Orr.- Phila for- U.S. Mint- San 
Francisco- Cal.- Oct. 14 1873. 36mm. [-=new line, or “by”- Morgan is in next line] they are 
cataloged as HK-1003. This information was found in HK book So Dollars: confirm YO 
NO Mint authorized by Congress July 3, 1852, opened April 3, 1854 at 144 Commercial street 
(now 608-10) between Montgomery and a streets. First ae a struck 1854, first silver struc 
1855. In November 1874 mint moved to 5" and Mission str 
Act of 2/12/1873 effective 4/1/1873 Mint sesaile U.S.Mint at SF, dropping 
“Branch” on 10/14/1873 it had built the big press (just before moved to new building). 
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Judd 3rd: Quarter eagle 
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M5Hfa5&OH580 00m 

Proof: Date well to right, flag tip of 5 extremely close to | pt 
truncation point; proofs and impaired proofs only. LBl ml 
Dies as 11434, see above. = = >) = = a = Av aiga 
Extrem B= BBwice oft & SSR fy reo the eihtmark 
from | Soi Za woes l pa ‘liant p f state 
must be_auth ticated. O rial 4 8) cof nt d [ca. 
1965] only 5 specimens, thoug ly a few others exist. (1 ton A. 
Holmes, VF+. (2) The Stanle esselman n, subseq ly in NN 55th 
sale, lot 952, VF+, it brought $620. (3) The Philip G. Straus estate in the 1959 


Metropolitan Convention auction, Fine. (4) The Wilson specimen, VF?. 
Breen did not see this piece but it was bid up to $470 in a Stack sale several 
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years back (abt. 1960). (5) Melish:1284, loop removed. (6) 


(7)See below 
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The Director of the Mint in his report of 1878 stated that he had “long been 

impressed with the belief that the worst danger which threatens our gold coin, from as C. 
counterfeiters, is the filling with an inferior metal or alloy. By this art the piece 

Uf presents genuine exteriors, but the inner part having been removed, a disk of } 
‘ 4 


i | *™ -— . ad f™ — L J ea) 
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1878 Continued 


platinum, pure or alloyed, is inserted in its place and closed with a ribbed rim of 
gold. It is, therefore partly genuine and partly counterfeit, and its value is reduced 
by several dollars, differing according to the denomination of the piece. 

“The largest chance of spoilation of course occurs with the twenty-dollar piece, 
but the pieces of ten and five dollars have also been filled. So far the mischief has 
been very limited, as it evidently requires first-class workmen, and is slow work; 
but pieces of this sort are, of all false issues, the most difficult to detect. 

“Some experiments were made at the Philadelphia mint in 1860 to determine 
whether this fraud might not be prevented by materially lessening the thickness of 
the coin and consequently enlarging its diameter, at the same time giving the 
disks a slight concavity, so as to make the piece of a minimum thickness at the 
center. A pair of dies were engraved for the half-eagle, and a few specimens 
prepared on this basis. ; 

“Nothing further was done, for in fact in the very next year gold disappeared 
from circulation and has so continued, until we are now on the eve of resuming 
‘its use. I have therefore thought it desirable, in order to give our gold coin greater 
security, to experiment still farther in this line, and to this end experimental dies 
are being prepared for the half and quarter cagle denominations, The larger piece 
will be expanded to nearly the surface of the present eagle, and adjusted both to 
ordinary and metrical scales, viz., one inch or about twenty-six millimeters in 
diameter. 

“The smaller piece will be of the diameter of the present three-dollar piece, about 
four-fifths of an inch, or twenty millimeters. 

“These measures make the planchet so thin that sawing out the interior part 
would be a very critical, not to say impossible, feat, and not likely to pay for the labor. 
At the same time the coins would be thick enough at the raised border to be easily 
taken up by the fingers and stiff enough to resist bending. 

“The dimensions of our coins have never been a matter of legal enactment, and 
alteration could be made, if so desired, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury.” 
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Cripple Creek Colorado: 2/14 a newspaper &€ itor decla 
gold bricks are so plentiful here the average citizen uses 
for paperweights. [bv copy add to all denoms 
Gold was first discovered about 1878 in the area known in 
e 


floated down stream from another location). 
the source of the ~float' for years. Other ranch hands did not 
believe him. Womack eventually filed a claim in 1890. He had 
found a “hunk' which assayed at $250.00 per ton ($3,500.00 at 
$300.00 per oz). A friend of Womack's, Winfield Scott Stratton 
[sp ok] came to Cripple Creek from Colorado Springs and filed a 
claim for "The Independence" in 1891, several miles from Womack's 
"poverty Gulch" claim. By 1894 Stratton was Cripple Creeks first 
illionaire. The ulation went from about 60 hapless ranchers 
to 19,000 almost immediately. By 1891 there were 475 mines in the 
istrict; producing on average 1 to 2 oz of' gold per ton: 12 
million ounces of go 
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1904 [ARDM] p.5 New mint building in Denver has been completed since the close of the Fiscal 
Year. As per the Act of March 18 1904; no coiner has been Superintendent is F. Downer, 


boxes; work bench; ingot molds and stand; bean hoist; grinding machine, standing and milling 
machines; pans for aneling furnaces; etc. 

All the machinery built in the machine shop for the mint exhibit at Worlds Fair in St. Louis was made 
in the P-Mint shop. 

P-mint Shipping room consisted of 1 clerk and four helpers; Coiners department: Rhine R. Freed 
is Coiner. 

p.70 Engravers Department: Dies: 

P Ss 


$20.00 158 79 

10.00 13 24 

5.00 12 24 

2.50 8 
Total 318 

p.97 Monetary Legislation: The Lewis and Clark Commeritive Gold: from Section 6 not to exceed 
250,000.00 gold dollars. 

Geo Roberts DM; Leslie M.Shaw Secretary of the Treasury. 


SESREEKEEEEEESE copy and send to other denoms 
Archives June 1904-1910 (104-82-0019) vol.2 
Telegrams from the Director Of The Mint to Superintendent: 


10/3/04 To F. Downer: Arrange to close all your accounts as Assayer In Charge at close of business 
14® inst. your bond will be approved your commission become effective on the 15* inst. necessary 
that employees be reappointed & new Oaths of Office taken funds will be advanced to you on 
Saturday by wire as Superintendent to make bullion deposits and for current expenses commission 
of M&R and Assayer become effective Saturday. R. E. Preston Acting DM. 3:32PM 
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is necessary that you yourself, Assayer & Melter & Refiner take Oath of 


Office tomorrow. G. E. Roberts DM 1:33PM. 


12/16/04 To Superintendent in Denver: As recommended you are authorized to accept provisional 


ae ee R. E. Preston 
12/28/04 To penareeesompmtitersiny emer renertneb Ml sien: i die aaermanctes. ns 


10/14/04 To F. Downer: It 
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LARGEST SILVER MEDAL 


RELIEF OF VIENNA 
From Turkish Siege 1483 
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the combined forces of the 


“= 
~ 


646 Original heavy bronze medal by J. Paulus (Giampolo) 1946 in Rome of 
Eisenhower as General of NATO. Beautiful patina. This medal un- 
known. 334”. EF. RARE, 
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(All silver dollar size) 


30 Jan, 1933. Bust 1, rev: Eagle in Swastika. GEMEINNUTZ VOR EI- 
GENNUTZ. Bronze. VF. WO" j 

647A Undated. Bust 1, rev: DU BIST NICHTS/DEIN VOLK IST ALLES. 

Swastika below. Silver. UNC. 

648 1933. Bust r, REICHS KANZLER. ADOLF HITLER. rev: Eagle on 
swastika with date on neck EIN VOLK - EIN REICH - EIN FUEH- 
RER. Inner inscription 30 JANUAR - 5 MAERZ - 21 MAERZ 12 
NOVEMBER. Silver. Extr. F. 

1938. Bust r. DER EINER UND FVHRER ALLER DEVTSCHEN, rev: 
Cross on Reichsapple. DAS GROSSDEVTSCHE REICH IST ER- 
STANDEN. 13-3. 1938 29.9. 1938. Silver. Extr. F. 

650 Porcelain medal 1939 commemorating Hitler’s 50th anniversary. His head 

1% (93° 1 Rv. Plain, in lower part two crossed swords, the sign of the por- 
1s -+ celain factory at Meissen. 36mm. Red. Unc. 

651 Porcelain medal showing bust of the young Hitler facing, in civil clothes, 
as he was looking like in 1924, Ry. Inscription, 40mm, pmk, work of the 
famous porcelain factory at Meissen. Une. ‘J¢h Fumie pricy sur! 
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PUBLIC 
COIN 
AUCTION 


Part Ill 
February 14, 1977 








John A. Beck 
Collection of Rare Coins 
Trust Division 





ABNER KREISBERG 
CORPORATION 
Beverly Hills, CA. 


PCA III “Beck” 2/14/77. Walter Breen’s annotated 
copy. 
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$950.0 


SEYMOUR Wh Fk aera 


Lot No. 297 


The Exceedingly Rare 1863 Quarter-Eagle or $2.50 Gold 


1863 $2.50 gold. Perfect brilliant proof gem! As perfect 
and beautiful a brilliant proof as can possibly be ob- 
tained. It is just as perfect as the day it was struck. 
According to the U.S. Mint records only thirty specimens 
were struck. This record is undoubtedly correct as a 
far lesser number than thirty specimens are known of 
this great rarity. In 1863, as is well known, gold was 
at a great premium, and | doubt if any U. S. gold coins 
_ were minted for general circulation. Proof specimens 
were, of course, minied on order for collectors only. 

It is interesting to note the steady advance in value 
of this rarity. Back in 1904, in the Mills Sale, a specimen 
brought only $55.00. In the fall of 1944 in my Sale of 
the Olsen collection this rarity brought $950.00. Then 
when a specimen was offered just a few months later it 
brought $1,150.00. The specimen sold in my Atwater 
Sale in 1946 brought $1,205.00. I do not believe that 
another specimen has been offered since. It catalogs 
at $1,250.00. It would not surprise me to see this speci- 
men here offered exc any previous record. I believe 
this coin is destined to become a $2,000.00 coin in the not 
distant future. 
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1535 1859 Very Fine 

1536 1860-"8" Very Fine 

18387 1861-"8" Fine 

1588 11862 Very Fine z 
1539 1863-"S" ‘Uneizeulated with prooflike surfece. Very Scarce x 
1640 184 Extremely! Fine, Rare. PLAT ; 
1641 72865-“S8" About Very Fine 

1542 1866-"S” Very Fine 

1543 1867-"S" Very Fine 

1544 1968-“S"” Very Fine 

1645 1869-"5" Very Fine 

1546 1870-"S'’ Very Fine |: > & 

1547 1871-8" Very Fine 
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1h48 1872-8" Very Fine | = 
1549 1878 About Very Fine 
1550 1874 Very Fine 2°20>°' Saal ee ‘ 


1551 2875-"S" About Unetreulated 

1652 1876 Very Fine 71’. ' 

1553 1877-"S" Very Fine 

1b64 1878-S” Very Fine 

1665 S878 Brillant Uneire ulated 

i6GG 1878-8" Traces of solder on edge. Very Fine 
1557 1879 Fine 

1658 isso About Uncirenlated 
1559 1881 tormeriz=preat_has taint trace of solder on edge, Now Extremely Fire 


rf 


Rare 
1560 1882 Uncirculated Cc} ¢ 
1561 1882 About Uncireulated [| y 
1662 1888 Proof 2 @ ler ae 2 . ; 


1568 L884 Formerly ret spout SNCeUMed I 

1h44 1885 —-traee_of solder on edge where loop was removed, otherwise ain Fine 
1565 1886 Exteemely/iine 

1866 1887 Brillant Proof|“fico+ re 

1567 1888 Uneirculated 

1568 1889 Unelroulated 

1569 1890 Kxtromely/ Fine 

1570 1891 Extremely Fine 

1571 1892 UncireulatedL~ 2/4" ‘ 
1572 1883 Unetreulated 

1578 1894 Brilliastt Prooti-fers oil 
1S74 1896 Brilliant Uncirculated (¢: i 2 J 
1575 1896 Extremely Fine 

1576 1897 Brilliant Tneirenlated 

1577 1898 Brilliant Proof 

1578 1899 Uncireulated 

1579 1900 Extremely Fine 

1580 1901 Uncireaulated 

1681 1902 Extremely Fine 

1582 1903 Uncirculated 

1583 1908 Uncirculated 

1584 1904 About Uncirculated 

1685 1905 Uneireulated 

1586 1905 Extremely Fine 

1587 1906 Brilliant Proof - 

1588 1807 Uneitreulated 

1688 15808 Uncireulated 
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UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


The first issues of these conformed exactly to the specifications of the Mint 
Act of April 1792, as did their silver counterparts. None bore any mark of 
denomination before 1807. These, like most of the earliest Mint issues, have 
their classical counterpart as far as design is concerned. The verification for this 
has been recently found in an unexpected quarter. The reverse of the eagle and 
half-eagle of 1795 shows a naturalistic eagle standing on a palm branch and 
holding a wreath of laurel in his beak; the original of this design is a Roman 
(First Century B.C., matching the famous Gemma Augustea) onyx cameo, 
No. 166 in the Vienna Collections, No. 4 in Eichler-Kris’s catalogue of the antique 
cameos in the Kunsthistorisches Museum at Vienna. This shows the eagle standing 
to right, but in attributes and workmanship bears a remarkable resemblance to 
the 1795 die. Later gold dies are less imaginative, simply following the model of 
the silver coins almost exactly. 


Coinage was very limited in the early years for all denominations except 
half-eagles. No eagles were coined between 1805 and 1837 inclusive, apparently 
because of exportation. Quarter-eagles were coined only in small quantities at in- 
1 intervals, on demand. Even the half-eagles, which for long constituted 
the Mint’s major sg along with silver half-dollars and copper cents, belie their 
coinage records in that many dates are extremely rare. The explanation for all 
this is believed to lie in the fact that many millions of dollars in pre-1834 gold 
were returned to the Mint after that time and recoined, being worth more than 
face value. $100 face in old-style gold was worth over $106 in new style gold, 
and unworn specimens in the aggregate would exceed this premium. 


Proof gold coinage an around 1821, that being with one exception the 
earliest date we find. The Mint Cabinet contains both the $5 and $ of this 
year in proof, also 1824 and most later dates except 1849-53 inclusive. The 
exception mentioned is the 1804 eagle with plain 4 in date, and otherwise differing 
considerably from the single variety of the regular issue. There are two roofs 
in gold of this and about five in silver (AW23); no record of them exists before 
1869, and as early as 1911 the opinion was voiced that these are restrikes. No 
real proofs could have been made before 1817, that being the year in which the 
Mint acquired its hydraulic press and struck off the first proof cents and half- 
dollars, Of proof gold the majority of issues before 1880 are very rare; some 
issues, such as the 1841 quarter-eagle, 1863 quarter-eagle, 1883-4 double eagles, 
and the well-known three-dollar pieces, are found only in proof or impai 
proof condition. 

The 1848 quarter-eagles with CAL over the eagle are properly experimental 
pieces. The alloy is not that authorized by the Government. The U.S. standard 
since 1837 was (per thousand) 900 parts gold, 33 to 50 parts silver, 67 to 50 parts 
copper. The alloy of California gold, and thus of these quarter-eagles, is a 

roximately 888 parts gold to 108 parts silver to 4 parts of various other metals. 
t is easily distinguishable by its brassy color. The CAL stamped on the quarter- 
eagles was evidently done while each coin was in the die, as Proskey says; the 
letters were put in with a punch, and were stamped in by hand, as their placement 
differs somewhat on different coins. One or two are reported in brilliant proof 
condition. 

This is not the only instance of unconventional gold alloys being used by 
the Mint, for experimental purposes. In the early thirties the Director submitted 
to a Congressional committee a half-dozen pieces of the same $2.50 denomina- 
tion, struck in (1) pure gold, (2) 900 gold 100 silver, (3) 900 gold 100 copper, 
(4) 900 gold 33 silver 67 copper, (5) 900 gold 50 silver 50 copper, (6) 900 gold 
67 silver 33 copper. These pieces were marked above the eagle by small punch- 
marks. The idea was for the Congressmen to decide among them and to authorize 
a mixture of silver and copper to be used in the alloy of gold coins to give them 
a good color. This was authorized in Section 8 of the Mint Act of 1837, some 
five years after the experiments took place. 

A similar experimental alloy was used in the 1886 pattern gold dollars by 
Gobrecht. A few of these were struck in gold with silver alloy, and some more 
were made in the standard gold (AW50). Though Archives records are lacking, 
it would seem that these coins and this denomination were intended for the con- 


= 
A. 


= 


{ 133 


aS 
fa 


SEYMOURWAMPUMSEY MOURWAMPUMSE 
URWAMPIIMSERYMOURWAMPUMSEYMOT) 


MPL 


> 
oz 
5 


URW 
MPL 


a 
> 
aa 


EYM 
URW 
MPL 


Page 283 of 396 


AO 
VA 


UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


Eris of Congressional committees who were then preparing the Mint 

Act of January 1837, mentioned above. This denomination was the first one 
authorized beyond the original three of the 1792 Mint Act, in any event. Long- 
‘ instead of the Mint’s using the Gobrecht 
. (The Coiner used them to make a three-cent 


For the various types of heads on the 1849 gold dollars, see under “Notes.” 


The first dollars coined in 1873 (both Unc. and Proofs) ae an almost 
closed 3 ling an 8 and they have sometimes been mistakenly sold as 1878's 
The Coiner complained to the Director about the closed 3 and subsequent dies 
have a a. oto anaes open 3. The closed type is about six times as scarce 


PUMSE 
if 
iad 

ig! 


as the open 3 
Many sivas counterfeits a apr in other metals) of the gold dollars 
and quite a number of $2% and $5 in other metals including silver, are found a 


offered as “trial pieces”. Several of these are listed in Adams-Woodin, and bear 
dates between aoe 1843 and 1861. No alleged trialpiece should be accepted un- 
less in proof condition and unless the die work matches the genuine perfectly. 


The other denomination authorized at the same time as the gold dollar, 
ly the double eagle, has an extremely complicated and interesting history, 
ch we can only bri allude to here. The first dies Longacre made were 
my eS by the Coiner as being of too high relief; the first t trials were made 
22, 1849, upon which occasion the dies are said to have broken. Longacre 
dst f with the help of an unnamed engraver from New York, a second 
co master dies. The first trials in base metal were taken January Ae b 
the first few gold (and one silver) strikes January 26, 1850; the same 
Sag * enane wad Len Rg tac these dies (undated) were not used for the authorized 
beginning in 1850, but the third set was. By this time Longacre 

Bene at his wit’s on Mobic, Longs January, on account of much public re h 

do 


te a 


ate le-eagles, Longacre was threatened with the loss of 
b che had already been sa cage for the Engravership and had 
retained his pet oa ne, to Washington and en- 

litical assistance. whole incident en with the 


Coiner’s dis One mystery is: Pohar’ happened to the other 1849 double- 

eagles s the Mint specimen? One was sent to the Secretary of the 

Treas array several were retained by the Director and the Coiner. Moreover. 

ah specinien Was not zac bet die, as Tannen high relief and will 
was comp: against t two attem 

tg: Le ty Thus either the Coiner was lying, or the ‘1849’ was uae 


. 
. 


In 1861 a reverse die made by A. C. Se a was accepted for regular use on 
Ke double e. Its distinctive feature is narrow lettering. The die is found 
on two coins the Erilecsipis mint (and on a few patterns dated 1859-60). 
and 6n a few S mint examples. The die was found unsuitable after these coins | 
had been struck at Philadel a and the Director sent orders to the branch mints 
countermanding its use. This order did not reach the - Francisco mint until 
after 19,250 pieces had been struck and released, 


The ety aed captor rivaling the a of the 1820’s and the 

Granie-eanice nt 1880’s for the number of rarities, is the three-dollar piece. 

eis design later adopted were struck in April 1854 for presen- 

r mrposes, Allthe coins of 1851 and” no later ones have small Teter i 

tation fs exist of all years through 1889, _ at least two dates (1873 

mi 1875) were certa restruck, accounting for the sizable excess of number 
extant over number ori y struck and reported. — 


There unfortunately, no references at resent’ which ve niuch Pence 
information, either on die varieties or anything else, for cho sol oS 
published a very incomplete list of die varieties of alf-eagles 

-1804 in the 1934 Coin Collector’s Journal, but tae ene sega Ps than he 
knew of have been recorded. 
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NoTES ON UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 





Half Eagles 


The many great rarities in this series would make a story by themselves. 
i MS to mua ree mens are known of such dates as 1798 small 
eagle, canal 1819, 1821, ge tes 1827-8-9, 1832. : 
1795 Heraldie eagle. is coin is believed to have been an unintentional 
restrike, made in 1797 or 1798. The number of stars above the eagle proves that 
this could not have preceded the admission of Tennessee in June 1796. ; 
rina: Only three specimens are known of this coin, one being in the U.S. Mint 
co on. 
1825 over 4. The only one yet traced is the brilliant proof in the Eliasberg 
collection. 
1832. Curled 2, 12 stars. The editor knows of only 
five a two of which are useums. ° 
i 84,0. Only two reported, only one seen (Col. Green, Farouk). Reverse 


1916, We have seen one or two coins of this date evidently of the Phila- 


delphia mint but are not convinced they are not S mint coins poorly struck so 
that S does not show. 
Eagles 


The demand for the first types 1795 to 1804 continues unabated. Prices 


’ seem well stabilized. We have given a valuation on the dates 1838 to 1854 only 


in fine condition as uncirculated specimens are rarely met with and those 
of a lesser grade seldom collected. 

1804. Plain 4, proof. See under restrikes. 

1907 St. Gaudens. This design has as interesting varieties as the double 
eagles, the two following really being patterns but generally accepted as part of 
a collection of eagles, Of the variety with periods and rolled edge only 42 were 
struck, while the same variety with sharp wire — is said to have been coined 
to the extent of 500 pieces. Two of each were melted during Mint experiments. 

The St. Gaudens type eagle has 46 stars on edge, 1907-1911, From 1912 to 
1933 there are 48 stars. 

The 1933 eagle remains a rare piece, even though several new specimens 
were recently reported discovered. 


Double Eagles 


Twenty Dollar pieces of the 19th century are very unusual in really uncirculated 
condition. These coins were made to use and are usually nicked and scratched by 
rubbing against one another in bags. 

1854. Large date as on the silver dollar. Small date as on the cent. . 

1861 Paquet reverse. Two struck (Unc., not proof) at Philadelphia, Jan. 5, 
1861, at which time the Director discovered that the reverse die was too wide, 
the borders too narrow. He immediately countermanded any further use of the 


1861 S. Paquet reverse. There were 19250 of this type struck and released 
before the order from the Philadelphia Mint belatedly reached San Francisco 
forbidding the use of this reverse. These coins are now very rare. That t 
actually circulated is shown from the fact that the first one published (1937 
eame from a hoard in Hull, Texas. : 

1907 St, Gaudens. Roman numerals. The wire edge is not an intentional 
variant, unlike that on the eagles of this date, but instead a result of the collar 
‘giving way. 

The St. Gaudens type produced in 1907 brought forth a number of interesting 
varieties including several | iol Some of the dates after 1916 are of distinct 
rarity, especially some of the branch mints. All specimens of the 1933 coin have 
finally been returned to the Treasury Department by the U.S. Secret Service on 
the ground that they were not legally released by the mint. 

The St. Gaudens double-eagle has 46 stars on obverse, 1907-1911, From 1912 
to 1988 there are 48 stars on obverse. : 
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UNITED STATES PROOF COINS 


let eg tig x Raper alc ipedeplinger cfr eg alr 
the fact that, like both patterns and commemorative coins, United 
from a of the regular types constitute a distinctive series entire 
from hig pagulay seen a for circulation. a go ~ , are 
rom highl es on polished planchets (except for ne 
ed mat mat (matte) Seder nls proofs were made, x, the per I 








alae yr the Paris Mint), never intended as circulating currency./The 
polished-up'p rtraits’ of the coinage types, struck since 1817 for presentation to 
prominent officials or fo taries, and since 1858 also for -o collectors 


at a premium. Though legal t , just as are commemoratives, they were never 

counted as circulating coinage, and this fact is substantiated by |the Bullion 

Journals and other official accounts of Mint coinage These con- 

temporaneous accounts leave no room for doubt that proeds (at least before 1862-8) 

were, with the single exception of the Gobrecht Dollars, never inclu 4 Ree Sin 
rted coinage figures. Neither the gold and silver bullion nor copp ts 
gurad ty the recmnaa and atta proofs began to be included with reg eras 

in the Director’s Reports in Ha sixties, the Coiner’s accounts of proofs has oad 














2 A 









kept and submitted separa Have held with the medal accounts, to the au ei Pe 4 
practice is known to have h d whe least Seats 1889, and its continu 
Soom Seon strongly emphasizes the fact that proofs definitely form ho ae of | he aS ~~ 
coinage, but are a separate series altogether. -— 
* Up to the present tim ie very few exceptions, the values attached to 
proof Pad have not taken this fact into account. Such values have ordinari 
derived from the largeness or smallness of the regular coinage for ci a 


whereas strictly speaking the rarities of uncirculated and of mer coin: 
same date and denomination are ind yrs anise sore rices co 4 should 

be also. Take for example the “— of dix small 
reported coinages, 1873 and 1875-76 ong pis aire gh prices open \ while ae 
dates a as 1855-6-7 and 1874, which are much more rare = proofs b far 

less simply because of larger quantities of coins rted f or circulation. ‘The fret” 
double pi in the 1880’s are even more to the point. And ree many other es 

proofs are twenty to 100 times commoner than uncirculated examples, part: tly oe yh 
in the 1870’s and 1880's; for example the three-cent nickels and. dolls sing Oi 
between 1882 and 1887. The survival of amet he re Se matte 

of good fortune, whereas gake crane’ merebic tinea os 
turn up epg ag er prices than the Or exaly ee 
We antici that this illogical situation will gradually correct itself when the 
correct tive rarities become acl - 


For all these reasons and is expected that in future proofs, due to ; 
their greatly enhanced value, will 89 a greater extent collected as an in- = Nie | 
dividual group independent of circulated and uncirculated coins of the same 
just as commemoratives are collected as a series by themselves and “aS m 
up with half-dollars of regular issue. This manner of collectin riage Binsin = 
significant when one realizes that the rarities among a series of proofs are ee 
tirely different dates and types than the rarities among the pn ats rds " 
series of coins struck for circulation, and that many dates coined in — a 
do not exist in specimens struck for circulation, or vice versa. In a of f . 

proof dimes, for instance, the great rarities would be dates like 1820, B24, ‘fer e: 
1838, 1841, 1849—53—all of these far from rare in ordinary condition; while vit) = 
dates like 1879-81 are rarely offered in any other condition but proof. 


The commonly published statement that oak “proats were struck only in Phila- 
delphia has a few authentic ex ons. The genuine proofs from the branch 
mints are separately tabulated. of them are of extreme rarity. 


Although we have a fairly complete account of the dates and denominations 
of proofs struck between 1817 and 1854, we are not pricing them in the present 
catalogue for several reasons. First, most of these (except half-cents silver 
dollars in the 1840’s) are so rare that sales of any particular items do not occur 
often enough to establish a stable price. Second, the prices they do bring do not 
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f SURVEY OF AMERICAN COIN HOARDS 


By WALTER H. BREEN, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. 
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XVI. The Baltimore Gold Hoard. 

In the cellar of the house numbered 132 South Eden St., Baltimore, 
then owned by Mrs. Elizabeth H. French and Miss Mary P. Findley, 
there was found on August 31, 1934 a quantity of American goldpieces. 
The finders were Henry Grob, 15, and Theodore Jones, 16. Initial count 


made at the time of finding showed that the hoard contained between | 


eleven and twelve thousands of dollars in face value alone. 

As one might expect, there followed considerable litigation over 
title to the gold. Much of this hinged on the time of burial of the 
coins — all were dated before 1857--as compared with the time when 
the ancestors of the then owners of the house had gotten title to that 
house. During this time (Sept. 1934-May 1935), despite a court order 
forbidding any sale or redemption of the gold, the relatives of one of 
the boys sold $185 worth of it for face value. Nevertheless, when the 


Second Circuit Court of Baltimore (Eugene O’Dunne, judge) finally 


awarded the entire hoard to the two boys — over the protests of the 
two lady owners, who had wanted to settle by giving them 25% — there 
were, by one newspaper account, 3558 coins with total face value of 
$11,425.50. 
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By Court decision, the coins were auctioned May 2, 1935 in the 
Lord Baltimore Hotel. Perry W. Fuller was auctioneer; Harry O. Levin, 
supervising attorney. The printed catalogue shows that the hoard 
realized $19,558.75 for the 438 lots. Some of these catalogues are still 


extant — those I saw are in Baltimore’s Enoch Pratt Library. I give 
a condensed version of the contents: 


Denomination and date Phila. N.O. S.F. Cc. dD. 

$20. 1850 92 5 
1851 79 10 
1852 47 2 
1853, 54 27, 12 
1855 6 12 
1856 1 1 23 

$10. 1839, 40, 41. 2, 1,1 3 
1842 L.D. and S.D. 2 1 
1844 1 
1345 1 1 
1846 . ae | 
1847 13 7 
1848 5 2 
1849 10 1 
1850 6 2 
1851 ° 1 3 
1852 1 
1853 4 3 
1854 1 1 
1855, 56 7, 3 , 

$5. 1934, 35 15, 2 
1836, 37 12, 3 
1838 6 1 
1839, 40 1,8 
1841 1 
1342 1 
1843 12 5 2 1 
1844 6 6 2 
1845 10 3 
1846 4 4 1 
1847 20 1 1 1 
1848 8 5 1 
1849 6 1 1 
1850 5 2 
1851 13 
1852 20 5 2 
1853 12 3 3 
1854 1l 1 6 
1855 15 1 
1856 3 

$2.50 1834, 36 2, 8 
1839 1 
1843 1 4 1 
1845 2 
1847 x 
1848 I 
1850, 51 4,5 
1852, 53 ll, 14 
1854, 55 7S.‘ 
1856 4 

$1.00 1849, 50 95, 78 
1851 452 
1852 322 

JANUARY, 1952 19 
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Denomination and date Phila. N.O. S.F. Cc, D. 
1853 976 
1854-1, Of, 1855 215 each 
1856 296 
Various, 1849-56 39 Damaged coins 


The above account is not completely certain, as the catalogue’s list- 
ings of gold dollars contain a few ambiguities. All the coins listed above 
were circulated, most being “very fine.” 


Some of the prices may also be of interest. The single 1856-0 
double eagle, “very fine,” brought $105. (It was the highest-priced item 
in the sale.) The 1849-O eagle, also “very fine,” brought $45. The 1841 
half eagle, “fine, scratch on date” — $26. The 1847-0 half eagle, “fine — 
$22. Most of the other coins brought less than double face. 


By all reasonable criteria, this sale should have ended the affair, 
and the result should have been merely fhe enrichment of two under- 
privileged boys. However, it didn’t quite turn out that way. In the very 
same month that the auction took place, the two boys got together 
again, and after one told the other that he was “feeling lucky,” they 
went and searched agajn in that same cellar which had yielded them 
the original hoard — and dug up between eight and ten thousand dollars 
more of the same kind of material, after hundreds of other people with 
shovels had found nothing. 


This second hoard likewise became the object of more lawsuits, and 
again was awarded to the two boys on the assumption that it was part 
of the original treasure. And while the litigation was going on, a similar 
clandestine sale took place, this time of $2500 worth (face value) for 
$3005 to one Yale Merrill and his brother — around September 1935. 
The appeals were finally decided at the end of 1937, upholding the 
lower court decisions in favor of the two boys. No auction of the second 
hoard took place, however, and its composition is not definitely known, 
though it was presumably similar to that of the first. 


This hoard unfortunately did the two boys little good, if we may 
judge by their later histories. Both are now dead, the Grob boy having 
died in 1937. By 1936 the other one had already been sentenced to #he—.~ © 
reform school. The only mementoes of the whole episode are the coins, 
many of which are still owned by local collectors. 


Several other accounts exist of coin finds in Maryland between 
1924 and 1939, but in no other case is the composition or any other 
definite information known. Contemporary newspaper accounts are 
mostly romantic rhapsodies on buried treasure in general, revealing 
their authors’ ignorance of the facts about the hoards at hand. 
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Sources: 

1. Perry W. Fuller — Auction catalogue of May 2, 1935. 

2. Newspaper clipping fle “Treasure Trove,” passim, in Enoch Pratt Library’s 
m. 
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uuw NEW VARIETIES OF UNITED STATES GOLD 
by Walter Breen 


When I first attempted to list die varieties of gold, I thought 
the subject would be pure caviar, interesting at most a dozen or fif#- 
teen readers, and stimulating little or no additional research even on 
their part. The results have been far otherwise. A surprising amount 
of correspondence has come my way from collectors interested in the 
various series (half eagles most of #11), including descriptions of 
new varieties and new die states owned by them, and mexamination of 
gome extremely rare coins has followed. The present study is an at- 
tempt to bring up to date the material now in print on the four lower 
denominations of gold. (Page references to follow, and all die variety 
numberings, allude to the four monographs in print: Major Varieties 
of U.S.Gold Dollers, Varieties of U.S.Quarter Eagles, Major Varieties 
of the fold Pisces, and Early United States alt Eagles 
1795-1838, Hewitt/Inf@ormation Series, 1964-66.) Cooperatién of 
Mre. R. Henry Norweb, Leo A. Young, Lester Merkin, Stanley Kesselman, 
Marvin Taichert, Stephen Christy, and Harry Bass is greatly appre- 
ciated and gratefully acknowledged. Other collectors who have helpéd 
out in smaller measure are too numerous to mention here, but I thank 
them one and all. 
Ssitesctesc 
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1840. Later, clash mark (?) from wing at left to leg near branch; 
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( 
still later, break from rim to fractfén to arrow butt, and between = 
top arrow point and M. Broken die state is very rare. 3) 
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1842. THie date appears only about one fourth as often as 1848 and 
is still much # undervalued in 411 grades. The price differential is 
due almost solely to J.F.Bell's having circulated wantliste including ) 
the 1848 but not ineluding the 1842. 

1842 0. Much rarer than 1841 C. 

1843 C. The varieties should be numbered 1843 C-I and O-II. D, spite 
four figure records @ on the first, I still maintain there are many 
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more around than are commonly believed. They used to be seen but have 
evidently been bought up. ’ 
1843 C-II, On the large date tym, the 3 touches truncation and | 
there are faint double impressions at bases of all digits, weakest on 4. ) 
1843 D-1, The small D only touches feathekm tip. Later, break from 
first 3 to adjawent wing (not wingtip) at upper edge several mm downs. i 
£B239xB second variety of this @ type is known, the D minutely dif- f 
ferent in placement. | * 
1843 D-2, D plainly overlaps feather. leter shows a break from F ) 
7 
f 
) 


> 


to beak; the broken state is rare. 

1843 Om I+2, The shattered state shows double cracks through tops 
and bases of NXE MERICA and irregularly through bases of 2/2 D and 
period. All varieties of 1843 0 are extremely rare in mint state though 
VF's are not hard to find. 7 

1345-8. Third crack should read: rim to large 2 to shield. cy 

1845-5. Later comes with crack from rim to left side of large 2 
to e@gle and rim barely fm free of O in OF. 

1845 De1, The reverse die is the same as 1844 D-1; D joins teléjer 


and numerator. Dies sometines show clash marks. 


1846. Date logotype appears to be the same as on the dimes. 
1846-1. Normal date, uncracked reverse. 
1846-2. Double punched date, possibly over '44 though this is not 
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verified (I did not get to use m ny 759x-diameter microscope on the 
coin). Triple cutting on 4, double outlines at left and lower parts 
of all digits. Striae slant up to right. Rev. S¢riae about vertical; 
orack from D of value to feather, branch, leg feathers, shieldy at left 
edge and from dexter corner to beak. Discovered by Sam Jillette. 

1846 Dy. The variety originally described. Later comes with crack 
from wing et r. nearly horizontally to E in AMERICA. 

1846 De2. Double D, first cut far to left, both uprights plain and 
well separated. Very rere. Discovered by Harry Bass. 


1846 Om~-1. Normal date. Rev. O partly overlaps feather, corner of 
feather showing in hole of mintmark. 


‘ 
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d 
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4 


1846 0-2, 6 apparently over 4, similar to 1846-2, Rev. Same es no. 1. 


Rare. 

1846 0-3. Obv. identical to least. Rev. 0 fits neatly into concave 
end of feather but does not overlap. Rare. 

1846 0-4, tha%x number is reserved for the gvariety with plainly 
recut 4 (Neil 2526); which reverse is not known. 

9847-2. Also exists from uncracked reverse die. 

1847 D~5. Obv. of no. 2 with the peculiar reised marke left of base 
of 4 and et both sides of base of 7; these may be from upper part of | 
errneously placed 47 (left and r. tops of 7) or from 46, as on the half 
dollar. Rev. of no. 1,%m apparently, in much earlier state: D placed as 
on no. 1, but with striae and heavy die file marks above ME and below 

» nd through Dewing-ST. Very rare. 

1848. Die scratch or light file mark slants up to left from numeral 
1 on 811 nonproofe infcluding the CAL pieces; this is not present on the 
proofs. 

1848 GAL. Proof that the CAL. logotype was individually punched into 
each piece is positional. The coin illustrated in the monograph has CAL. 
nearly touching heads; Bell II 135 and others show it about centered; 
Gyant Pierce 1150 shows CAL. very high near ATES. There are elso a 
couplé of VG's and at least one VP with shank removed from shield--this 
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last the subject of a stupid altercation--so evidently not all recipients 
of these souvenir coins cared enough about them to save then. 

1848 D. Still only one variety seen, and the coin is rarer than its 
mintage figure would indicate. Date placed to left and slanting down; 
D obliterates feather end and touches sten. 

1849-1. Minute reoutting in dete as usual. 

1849-2. Double date, plain, first ga placed @lightly low then cor- 
rected. Lester Merkin auction, Sept. 1967. Very rare. The report of 
&n overdate is still unverified. 

1850 D. B® Same comment as to 1848 D. Date high, slants gown to r.; 

1 touches fruncation. Rav. of 1849 D, mintmark touching stem and over- 
lapping gfeather so that more than half the opening is filled ,witk 

1851-3. Date very high, first 1 buried in bust. 

1851 0-5. Only the early state with bases of all four erroneous 
digits in field is rare. The later state with only base of erroneous 
final 1 showing is only scarce. 

1852-1, Heavy date, 1 touching bust, thick serifs. 

1652=2. Lighter date, 1 touching bust. 

1852-3, Lighter date, 1 barely free of bust, date level. 

1852=4. Lighter date, slanting sharply €own to r.; 1 free. Rev. 

Thin letters. Scarce. 

1853-4. (Omitted through typographical error.) Obv. 1 touches 
border. RgxxiThin numerals and stars. Rev. Thin stripes in shiwld. 

1854 D. Stanley Kesselman says he has handled more of these than 
of 1855 Ds ten are now definitely identifiable, only two of these full EF. 

1854 Om-1. Obv. Base of date strong, top weak, date placed low and 
distant from truncation, 1 and 4 running into border. Rev. 0 central 
above fractions the die of Melish 1219. Later, crack from rim to head 
grazing r. part of 7th star. 

1854 0-2. Normal date, obv. buckled wt and cracked from chin to rim; 
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rev. O well to left--the die of —— 1220. 

1854 S, The Grant Pierce-~-R.L.Miles coin,m VF stained, is not posi- 
tively identified as one of the & originally listed, but may possibly 
be number 5. 

1655. In the Yale robbery was a proof, struck off center. 

1856 C, Still only the mone variety; date low, placed far to left and 
saanting up, C touches feather corner to corner and is very close to 
end of bar. Usually worn, on defective planchets; unknown in mint state. 

1856 S. Don Taxay avers that more than one sige of S is known for 
this date. I have not hum axtkt been able to verify this. 

1857 D. 2,86 are also four or five AU's in addition to the two 
gem unc. examples. The date is not @ .uite as rare as formerly believed. 


free and to left of 0. 

1857 0-2. 0 farther to left. 

1857 S, Small 8 only. 

1858. 0°, @ll proofs date ie § placed high and to left. 

1858 CG. Usually worn; one exists AU. 

1859 D. Date is low; about as rare as 1857 D, though not availath une. 

1859 Sm-4. S no$mal, ite top serif partly buried in feather, its 
base almost touching numerator. 

1860. Mintage figures should read 22,563 plus 112 proofs, most of 
the proofs being melted in 1862 as unsold. 

1661. Mintage figures should read 1,272,428 plus 90 proofs, most 
proofs melted in 1862 as unsold. s96 

1862/1. (1) Bebee's discovery sientiend yb ane wicked up. (2) Jaage 
Barnes of Guam discovered one , “880% removedm from shield. (3) EF, in 
Chicago ANA Convetion auction; this may be the piece formerly owned by 
Q.David Bowers. Date is placed low; the 1 shows very plainly in space 
joining knob and lower coriler of 2. Z 
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1857 Om-1. Mintmark partly buried in lower part of feather, the eorucr 
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1862 8S. One of the most undervalued of aif aavier eagles; fewer 
are around than 1875 8 or 76 8. Two EF's areknown, but the only grade 
available is VG to Fine. 

1866-1. Normal date. Proofs only. 

1866-2. Base of 1 recut, date slants mdown. 

1867-1. 7 wavily touches truncation. Nonproofs only. 

1867-2. 7 free. Proofs only. 

1867 S<2. This has S touching feather corner and end of bar, serif 
to serif. 

1871. All seen to date haveli 71 touching, but there may be specimens 
with 71 apart as this same variation exists on all other denominations 
and the quarter eagles appear to use the dime logotype. 

1874. i Proofs often show rust pit at earlobe. 

187501. Smumfaw Date well to right, point of 5 practically touches 
point of truncation. Proofs and impaired proofs only. 

1875=2. Date to riggtbut not so far over; slants down, 1 almost 
touches bust, 5 almost touches border. £&k In addition to the five 
meutioned in the original monograph, these are also traced: (§) EF, 

Don Paul DeVore. (7) Stanley Kesselman, BF plus. Sitawmegvhamembavn 
fhe Dr. Bolt coinm tay be a reappearance of (1). Bdge reeding on all 
auine 1875 coins, Proof and nonpreof, ie much finer than on 1875 8. 

1875 S. Date placed to left, 1 almost touching bust, 5 well away, 
date not slanting down #o much as on 1875<% Edge reeding coarder, 
fewer than on the Philadelphia coins. 

1876. Nonproofs sometines show very faint doubling or shifting on 
tops of STATES OF. 

1878 Si#-4. S,211 narrow S as in 1877, placed to left, above numerator. 

1889-1. BDate about centered. Proofs only. 

1889-2. Date placed lower, the 9 closer to beads than to truncation. ty 
Nonproofs only. 

1890. Two patrs of dies, but differences are minute. The earlier 
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report was based on the fiscal year figures; evidently the second 
variety must have come fxmm in the second half year, the dies included 
under fiscal 1891. 

1893-1. Normal date. 

18935=2, Extra outline within & upper half of 3, but I do not kma 
if it is from @ 3 or @ 2. 

1894m-1, Centered date, wart on chin. Proofs only. 

1894-2. High date. Nonproofs only. 

1901. Some& nonproofs come with crack through E in AMERICA into field. 

1903M-1. Date te left, top of 1 almost touches bust. 

1905<2, HDate to r., 1 centered, £5 close to truncation. 

1904. Sometimes comes with date far to right, crack from wingtip at 
left to border. 

1907-1. Date slants up, 1 and 7 not quite touching border and trun- 
cation. 

1907-2. Date slants further up, 1 and 7 firmly touching both, heavy 
1 actually running into border. | 

1907-3, Base of 7 strongly recut. Other varieties probably exist. 

1911 D* Genuine coins normally show a knife-rim. i 
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W.Breen RitA (1951-2) Phila. Mintage figure typed 
worksheet. 1838-1900; 1901-07. 
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New Orleans Mint 
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S-Mint numbers revised. 
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Snowden doubts that the $2.50 were 
ever issued. No Motto $5—685028, 
$2V~—112234. ; 

In 1835-6 approximately $2 million 
of gold of former ratio was recoined; 


counting of source of bullion deposits 


is far from complete. The whole amount ” 


of gold of former ratio brought into the 
Mint cannot be far below $3 million and 
may exceed it. : 

1838. Coinage of Eagles resumed De- 
cember; four “specimen coins” sent on 
or before Dec. 10. One of 1838 (and-one 
of 1839) proof is in the Mint Collection. 
1841 Quarter -Eagles. None reserved 


for assay. Evidently they were only a 


“specimen™ coinage like the half-cents. 


1854. Probably the best division would 
place the gold dollars as follows: 

Type I 840040 

Type II 799405 

The difficulty here is in assigning a 
delivery of August 19 (56097). The 


124 


$3.00 gold: Regular coinage started 
May 1, first delivery 23140 on May 8. 
On April 28, 15 “specimens” were en- 
closed in a letter of the Director to the 
Sec’y of the Treasury. 


1858. The 2521 eagles did not include 
proofs, as far as can be learned. 


or 61, I believe) there is mentioned hi 
belief that the rest ought to be gradually 
recalled, the “evil” of having two coins 
of different sizes but same value being 
able to find out, but the chances are that 
pa deaee prisons ea 
account of the suspension of specie pay- 

hoarding of 
what precious metals were available dur- 
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GOLD AND SILVER COINAGE REVISION 
SOUTHERN BRANCH MINTS 


New Orleans 

The records for the first two or three 
years are somewhat confused and in- 
complete for several causes. One of them 
is that investigation which occupied the 
greater part of 1839 in the N.O. Mint 
and resulted in the replacement of the 
Superintendent and Treasurer (respec- 
tively David Bradford and Edm. Forstall) 
by J. M. Kennedy and Horace Cammack. 
This first treasurer (Forstall) seems to 
have been the tool of his clerk, incom- 
petent to do more than sign the papers 
shoved in front of him by that clerk. 
The latter did an unknown amount of 
figure juggling and embezzling. Another 
reason was the death of the Coiner and 
the Melter and Refiner during the in- 
vestigation. These officers might have 
otherwise cleared up much of the con- 
fusion. A third reason is the absence of 
regular monthly reports, the responsi- 
bility jointly of the Treasurer and Super- 
intendent. A fourth is the omission of 
some figures from the reports that were 
sent in. A fifth is the use of dies of the 
previous year in the current year, though 
this was against the “advice” of the di- 
rector. My reconstruction of the 1838-39 
N.O. coinage figures follows, for the dis- 
puted denominations, and is based on 
all extant material of relevance. 


Half-Dollars Dimes Half Dimes 
1838 ? 489,064 115,000 
1839 162,976 1,121,672 1,016,450 


Dimes 

The first 30, struck May 7-8, 1838 
were not included in later Mint reports. 
Ten were put in the cornerstone of the 
New American Theatre in New Orleans, 
laid the same time; one was sent to the 
Director at Philadelphia (was this the 
specimen now in the Mint Cabinet?) and 
the rest were distributed among the Mint 
officials and workmen in New Orleans. 
Coinage immediately stopped because the 
dime press required extensive readjust- 


Z 


ments and repairs before any more 
those first thirty could be struck. 
dies had arrived on the 3rd 
Between June 29 and the end of Jul 
total of 367,434 more dimes were 


and included in the 1850 and later Di- 
rector’s Reports called these 35,000 half- 
dimes. The presently published figures 
(402,434 dimes) are a result of the Di- 
rector in 1887 having gone back to the 
pre-investigation reports made by the in- 
competent treasurer Forstall. It is also 


certain that some dimes and half-dimes: 


dated 1838 were made in 1839-—see be- 
low. 


Half-dimes 


None were reserved for assay in 1838 
highly irregular. It is certain that some 
were struck late in that year, however, 
because a letter of the Superintendent, 
David Bradford, of January 4, 1839 re- 
fers to the fact that all but one pair of 
the half-dimes dies of 1838 were worn 
out. The 1839 dies of dime and half- 
dime denomination were forwarded Jan- 
uary 30, 1839. The exact date of arrival 
is unknown but certainly at least two 
weeks later; the average time required 
was 18 to 19 days. Previous to then were 
struck: 

Dimes Half-Dimes 

Delivered Jan. 16 3,600 70,000 

Delivered Jam. 31 118,000 10,000 


My reconstruction includes these 


plus the 35,000 of the November 1838 
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months after it was struck, He was re- 


These were struck by January 22, 
1846 from the 1845 dies. The 1846 ob- 
verses only arrived Jan. 24. Only 4000 
were coined, plus four reserved for assay 
which accounts for the scarcity of this 
date. . 


1849-O Quarter Dollars. 

This is a more difficult problem not 
yet completely solved. The best estimate 
perhaps would place the number at 
16,000. None were struck in 1849, and 
the 1849 dies were defaced April 1, 
1850. The 1850 dies arrived some time 
before April 5—exact date unknown. 
Coinage reports are missing for the first 
two months, but no quarter dollars were 
then reserved for assay, which indicated 
either no coinage or else only “speci- 
mens”. In. March only half-dollars were 
reported as coined. No other coinage 
figures are extant before July. The Mint 
closed on or about April 13, from 
(among other things) lack of a Treasurer 
and it is possible that some kind of hold- 
over took place. The next we hear of 
quarter dollars is when the Mint re- 
opened in July. First delivery July 8, 
16,000. The complete reports from July 
to December are not extant, so it is 
yet impossible to determine (by sub- 
tracting these from the 1850 calendar 
year totals) the amount of previous coin- 
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first six months 
dimes in March, The dies without arrows 
were destroyed May 31, the dies with 
arrows having been received on and - 
after April 29. No half-dollars or dimes 
without arrows were reserved for assay, 
. indicating a very small coinage. They 
were all y struck the first two 
weeks in May and reported among the 
July issues—though this is not definitely 


July 7 and about a half-million of each 

denomination were struck in the one 

month 

1879-0. Regarding the twelve silver 

dollar proofs made to commemorate re- 
- Opening this 


MPU 
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The fact just mentioned, plus the other 
fact that the Coiner's Dept. in each 
branch mint regularly finished, hardened 
and adapted dies for the individual coin- 
ing presses, and ‘on the recommendation 
of A. L. Snowden (Phila. Coiner since 
1866) used polish on the dies to strike 
coins bright. It would presumably not 
have taken too much additional trouble 
to proc. e a mirror like finish; many of 


delphia until April 8, long after the de- 
fection of New Orleans, and no other 
coinage was noted. The gold dollar dies 
for 1861 (two dated reverses) had been 
sent December 10, 1860 and had arrived 
with the others by January 7, 1861. Con- 
sequently, the only conclusion that can 
be arrived at is that. the Confederacy 
struck the gold dollars just as they struck 
887 half-eagles at Charlotte and several 
millions in gold and silver at New Or- 
leans all from dies of the U.S. The rea- 
son why the number of gold dollars of 


_— 
— 
nN 


1861-D is unknown lies in the simple 
fact that the bullion journals and other 
books of the Dahlonega Mint have not 
been located since the Civil War and 
it is suspected that they are being held 
by private parties in the South. 
Charlotte Mint 

Coinage operations started on March 
28, 1838. No deliveries are recorded in 


1838 Director's Report indicate 1900 
more half-eagles struck. There is no way 
of accounting for this. The bullion jour: 
nal figures I have summarized below cor 
rect a number of erroneous impressions 
formerly circulated as facts. One of the 
most frequent errors was the inclusion 
in coins Released of pieces actually ‘re. 
served for assay. This error comes from 


count of Gold with pieces reserved for 
assay. This procedure was apparently 
corrected after 1843. 


$5.00 $24 
1838 10959 7880 


1839 23425 18140 
1840 1970 


17022 
Regular type. 

In and after April. 

The explanation for the above: 
There was a letter from the Director 

to the Superintendent of the Charlotte 
Mint, Feb. 6, 1840, enclosing quarter- 
eagle dies and saying. “In the half-eagle 
dies sent to you on the 24th ult. your 
Coiner will notice that the border is 
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amount coined was $385000.” 

The “favor” referred to was un- 
doubtedly the order (like that sent about 
the same time to the New Orleans Mint) 
for the branch mint to use the old $20.00 
reverse and not the new one—an error in 
diameter had occurred at the Philadel- 
phia Mint and the pieces struck would be 
almost impossible to make to stack, be- 
cause of the i i 


‘Paquet reverse $20.00 
(Smallest coinage 1854-1907) 
Regular reverse 748750 
1866S. Coins with and without motto. 
The dies with motto IN GOD WE 
TRUST were sent March 16, 1866 and 
received in San Francisco April 14, on 


19250 


January 15750 
February 3 8500 9000 
March 66250 ; 
A 48750 $500 10920 
y 104250 9000 10000 
ire 51750 6000 5000 
uly-Dec. 517500 — 


All the quarter 


Francisco Mint for that period 
located. 


My tentative division: 


$20 ° $10 $5 0 cents 


No Motto: 120000 8500 9000 60000 
Motto: 722250 11500 34920 994000 
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reverses, two $3.00 and two $1. 
reverses. Neither the $3.00 nor the $1. 
silver were ever accounted for in coin- 
age reports. No silver dollars particularly, 
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were reserved for assay, which indicates 
‘either that they were made at Philadel- 
phia (not very probable) or that the 
‘coinage was a ° specimen” one of ex- 
ceedingly small size. 
1873-S 

Dies for silver without arrows arrived 
Nov. 16, 1872. The arrows dies arrived 
April 12, 1873. In January and March, 
no silver coinage. But in February, 
though the coinage report is unlocated 
it is on record that one Silver Dollar, 
one Half Dollar and 33 half-dimes were 
reserved for assay. These were, therefore, 
1873-S dated issues. The fewness of 
assay-coins of the $1.00 and 50 cents in- 


dicates an extra small coinage, and we 
know that there were only 700 dollars. 

ete coinage reports by months 
for 1873 half-dollars are not extant to 
my knowledge, so it is not possible to 
ascertain the February half dollar coin- 


lem, again can be solved only when the 
missing eS or the bullion journals 
are loca 

There is no historical background for 
the half and quarter dollars coinages of 
1878-S; all were made in February. 
Neither is there any for the 24 dimes of 
1894-S; they were reported in June, 
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RESEARCH IN THE ARCHIVES 
REPORT ON PROOFS, ESSAIS, RESTRIKES AND RELATED MATERIAL 
BY WALTER BREEN 
1. It is first to be noted that proofs as. 


we know them started in 1817 on com- 
pletion of special presses after the Mint 


proof sets of any single year, and it is 
presumable that the number of origina! 
that amount, 


fire of 1816, Macallister’s “proofs” in 
and after 1793 may have been made for 
similar purposes but couldn't have been 
made the same way. These special presses 
seem to have been made for use in strik- 
ing medals. Before 1817 much complain- 
ing was done by Directors about press- 
damage in use of regular coinage presses 
for making medals authorized by Con- 
gress. After 1817 no complaints of this 
kind are noted, 


2. In the early days, the coins so 
made were referred to as specimen coins, 
master coins or (in sets) “complete sets 
for presentation.” They were not sald to 
collectors as far as I have been able to 
find out. Before 1836 and in fact, as late 
as 1857, they were only sent at face 
value (i.e. officially at any rate) to (a) 
Secretary the Treasury (b) other 
politicians including the President (c) 
foreign government emissaries and dip- 
lomats (d) Mint Cabinets of foreign 
governments including Germany, Swe- 
den and Denmark, also there is a record 
of some being sent to the Imam of Mus- 
cat, the King of Siam and the City of 
Bremen. ionally, mention would be 
made of the special cases and the cost of 
having them made (by private concerns) 
_ plus charges for shipping them out. 

There is a report dated September 1850 
of a Congressional Committee on the 
Library ordering two sets (gold denomi- 
nations) of 1850 master coins. In no 
case was over face value charged for 

coins or sets, at least of the sets 
officially mentioned. I have only seen 
records for as many as two or three 


30 


3. Individual master or specimen 
coins outside of sets were struck often 
as patterns preparatory to a change of 
type, and in anticipation that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury would approve of 
the half-dimes of 1829, of which coin- 
age started July 4; Gobrecht dollars, but 
it is to be remembered that these were 
not approved for CIRCULATION in 
that design; 1838 eagles; 1840 dollars: 
Indian head cents, dated 1858, these be- 
ing AW264; Indian head cents of 1859 
bearing the wreath adopted in 1860- 
AW312; Gold dollars 1849: Double 


3 


4. In no case were specimen 
accounted for on the bullion ledgers or 
journals, nor were reserved for 


other coinage. The 1000 dollars of 1836 
were paid in two warrants No. 1471 and 
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RESEARCH IN THE ARCHIVES 





i were 
known). As expected, there is no men- 


tion of these in bullion accounts. 


E. I think that Gresham’s law has fully 
accounted for any so-called originals 
that were made in 1804, especially as 
they are likely to have been dated 1803. 
Note Stewart's “Ist U. S. Mint” on 


ion, obviously, is that the 
dollars circulated less, being less popular, 


and being much more easily available 
(in banks, etc.) for exportation as bullion 
than the worn fractional silver, were 
more profitable for export than the 
latter, and hence would be bound to dis- 
appear more quickly. 


- It is understandable that the restrikers 
would want to cover up their tracks 
in case of some future investigation, 
hence the absence of valid historical evi- 
dence about the so-called 1804 except 
for that shown above. 


SSS 
DOMESTIC COINAGE EXECUTED, BY MINTS, 
DURING FEBRUARY, 1951 


enven Denomination Philadelphia San Francisco Denver 
I Stet orecvssastasiosclrinisaassensb sine cease en. § Os - 6 - 
SP Lh AO ar NE $292,000.00 sodsitaintaidbe aieiestiaaet eas 
Sevanpooccssastantocevocwonvoeventoceentnsesqnestenettoteseemtoneisocenneesseesiss -=««seapemmanamnensn cs $387,000.00 
MINOR 
Cpe Fe COT ee ee LOE 373,800.00 
One-cent Pieces Sietliadapasectrrtiamamidghauiiertaaindickabnicesat 231,100.00 $139,000.00 gop 
COINAGE EXECUTED FOR FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS ; 
Mint Country Metal Denomination Total Pieces 
Philadelphia Dominican Republic Silver 10 Centavo 500,000 
DOMESTIC COINAGE EXECUTED, BY MINTS, 
DURING MARCH, 195] 
Denomination Philadelphia San Francisco Denver 
SILVER 
one ee, NE SO Me —POTG OOO veisensimsicenece notnictscbaiaeds 
2 TCE SPR sense 248,000.00 De dae $470,000.00 
MINOR 
sees need OT AIT AS GA 154,000.00 
SPI NE nn nse $229,950.00 etry 213,850.00 
COINAGE EXECUTED FOR FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 
Mint Country Metal inati Total Pieces 
Honduras Cupro-Nickel 10 Centavo 1,000,000 
Philete he Honduras Silver 20 Centavo 1,500,000 
Philadelphia Honduras 50 Centavo - 500,000 
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RitA 1841 dies & P-Mint Bullion Ledger. 
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NB 43:2 below. 
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NB 43:7 below. 
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NB 43:8 below. 
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NB 56:164-5 below. 
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ean be called No, 10444, Adams and Woodin designation. In their 


H 
THE 1848 QUARTER EAGLE WITH CAL. find the following: 
By RICHARD S. YEOMAN, A.N.A. LM No. 84, Racine, Wise ae ala deel pet naipt inde ay SF be Harley re Bec ae 

: vention. Octot epee atists ing the status this piece, some it 
(A paper read before the Oklahoma Kansas Con ae sed in the California Pioncer series. By others it has been thought 
+ the late autumn of 1948, I found myself idly pave been a pattern, and Dr. Davis includes it in his list under No. 58. 
One day in th ea. over and over in my fingertips & all that can be learned the quarter eagle was struck at the 
one of my favorite coins © the one hundredth annivers phia Mint from the first gold that reached that institution from 
commemorative moment, for it was the . Governor Mason of California in 1848 sent a lot of gold 
the coin. I concentrated my attention, as shes done cog ‘eecimens gathered at the vertous peers of Calitorsia, to Brig. Gen. 
“Taps on the reverse § ‘ x who in turn transferr 0 the ‘retary 0 ar. e latter 
on the unique punched-in letters CAL. d it to the Director of the Mint, instructing him that if the 
the eagle. was gold that a certain quantity be used in striking a couple 
provision for which had just been made by Con and 
{ the remainder be used in striking quarter eagles, be an dis- 
Wecushing mark, which were to be turned over to any applicant at 
er face value. This distinguishing mark is supposed to have been 
Me ketters CAL’ The letters which are incused seemed to have been 
_ made with a punch. The coins are readily distinguishable from the 
re U. S, gold piece as they contained a large percentage of silver, 
th gave Perth a brassy color always shown by gold bearing a large 

ot silver,” 


famous Zabriskie Collection sale offered June 3, 1909, by 
} Chapman contained the following listing: 


© “Lot No. 331. 1848 $214 Head of Liberty to left, 13 stars, 1868, 
with U, 3. Shield on breast; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
es Aaa Be Lira bo the pos ye ae a _ SS and 
: Lhe n wae ye e dic. ruck at 
i he far Mint. Philadelphia, from the first gold received from California. 
It e as a jolting fact that were it not for ¢ . w os ulated. Semi-proof. Excessively rare, 
cam military governor, @ Secretary ° . a. “Me. Edger H. Adams, of New York, kindly writes me as follows 
ness of a California the first shipment of gold from the ¢ . to the above coin: ‘Col, R, B, Mason, Military Governor of 
band of subordinates, the Mrs tard would not have be la, sent in twenty-five to thirty ounces of gold to See’'y of War 
discovery to reach the eastern gea the numismatic - re —_ sent it to the Mint and requested that a quantity of the 
ated. Nor would it have been possible for the $3 aul ag an the making of quarter eagles, to bear a distinguishing 
hundred precious specimens of the 2°%> © as the Director of the Mint might think proper’ — and the coin 
Siva t the biggest gold boom in United is one of those struck, 
AL. to represen in D Fe 
ei re-examining the coin today, I take some delight sn, - you like to have the real story? 
on the subject of coins which CORNERO The vet ab : eS 
that commemorates . , 
fi ps io ‘ bt rated, and the three tiny let J eat in Colonel Richard B. Mason's headquarters of the 10th 
is t " nuineness placed there through the ie wepartment at Monterey on a sun-washed lazy August after- 
ps pry ials Swho had extraordinary vision and a . year sone oa Mason, who was commander of the First 
grou . f the event. 3 ) ay tary Governor of California, faced his two staff 
the agar By ger bits of information ia] he ra sherman and Lucien Loeser who sat on the oppo- 
was elt that there ’ 


" ; nT £ 

ks concerning this interesting coi. al | 
deal more to be learned than the fact that ES jelds. ~ Colonel Mason was saying, pointing significantly to a 
Ck fet, tele A ag on ri conspicuously in the center of the table, “must be 
ee al Jones in Washington City before President Polk 


tions instance, how ™ 
to several questions. For whom? By! . 
parse n vas the gold collected and by whom: Sanhual address to the Congress an December fifth. As you 


, coins 
did the gold reach the Atlantic coast? How mney a ™ there are over 230 ounces of gold in the box, as well as 
ith the distinguishing mark CAL.’ , “22 llega Bape ramen — I ee up in the 
red to find out. te 1921) me! ni peused reminiscently tien remmed, "t 
I resolved son is lleied as No. 1347 in Duftield's 1924 +, © furnish the War Office with undeniable proof that all 
The CAL. Pp ne pons i. me bout the gold discovery are true!” Mason then glanced 
list of op saauegpeeee lton Davis" enumeration of tive face to the other, saying, “One of you fellows is 
It is No. 58 in R. Coulton ¥ courler, and I can’t decide. . ." 
article, 1885-6-7 Coin Collector’s Journal). 4 : 
J me q 
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, wu e 
. be found to fall short of that quantity, . ss 
hare opens At any rate cee as powiliss the finer 
done in the prese ; We oa @ an adjustment for the fact that the 
payment was required in coins made of the buili ¥ was SoA er a js .900) for Adams and Woodin Reve otited 
the Cal. gold could be used it had to undergo the hg a large percentage of silver which gave them a 
in order to separate from it the excess of silver which it computes color. @ cam presume that the coins were made — 
was one source of delay. Another occurred by the time requly ge received at the mint with some excess made from the gold, 
stamping the letters CAL. on the quarter-engles a5 you desing. =» to the contrary is uncovered. of silver removed, until new 
cine tchtne lene eS aw A at mend po tents 4m course, [here remains a single, obvious computatio 
gold reserved for medals is from another deposte. - : nt $3474.64 by $2.50 we have a tots] pee n, By dividing 
I have no doubt that you may safely entrust the paymeng af g remainder of $2.14. This is a difference of onl quarter eagles, 
gold to Messrs. Adams & Co. iat ae ft Ragpeapeerings and percentage-wi acon aoe sage pn 
. M. P. - clos wise + rt. 
The foregoing document is all the proof we need that the ae mete ‘r to the actual total than the seecanes 
ment ag ea received sows Colonel Mason, Lrg Seeretary fhe great remaining question is — how 
with the letters CAL, We learn further that the medals public. hidden in burea banked many are in the hands of the 
Marcy were made “from another deposite,” probably from G by numismatists and eaaY aceacie like? How many are 
soa armen * + : e 7 * s io certainly. 


ory can be further deduced that the coins were minted in D 1 cn 
1 because of the rather strict laws governing the use of ¢ hat becarne of our courier, Lieutenan 

must be used during the calendar year appearing on the dies. Ig! dropped out of the story arvies rad paemaet Loeser? He seems 
have been unlawful to use dies dated 1848 after December Sit od his mission in dutiful fashion, A eb ete having dis- 
year. {and probably misquotes) him about the stort ale bu 


The date referred to in the first line of the letter “the Sch wery. He carried, according to the accoun 
t, $20, 
Mated that the gold region was very large “ O00 ee ee 


was probably a clerical error, 45 the formal acknowledgement 
out from the Treasurer of the Mint on December 12th. | ie profitably employ one hundred thousand persons fo 
No documentary evidence of an exact quantity of two and om dnt is esspe gla that “In the rivers and on jegdananaetee 
dollar pieces with CAL, minted has yet come to light. We cam from the sine af eine Frocks and in the highlands it is found 
at a fairly close estimate, however, PY tn ‘The Mint records Be <" The final sentence of the news tinny eee erneey Mk 
nm anuary b in ; ’ offeri news item reads, “He i 
rcomeal Magma lg of that odie ot get ange Hag peor i oe aks tare % ee pukt oe reenter Sag of eater 
 OTS9. * engi x Mf as this the great California G eer From 
Next we take the 228 ounces received es mint to see 
compute at least an approximate quantity re by that met AS sometimes ha 
must deduct the pound troy (12 ounces) returned to Secteias rica Ppens to the diligent researcher, an interesting 
via Colonel Cooper, leaving a remainder of 216 ounces. The 
letter affords us the means for computing the ratio in percentage! 
the coins and the bars returned. Of the total payment of Mason's adjutant and gh 
(100%), $3474.64 is $8.863%, the percentage devoted to tat eft behind. ost-writer Lieutenant Sherman, who 
of the quarter eagles. When the figure of 216 ounces !s comm 
grains (one ounce equals 480 grains), we have 103,68) graum 
Using the above percentage figure we have a result 
92,133.1584 grains went into the coinage part of the pay 
In 1848 a quarter eagle contained 64.5 grains, so by aw Was 
quantity of 1428 coins with a.small remainder O& 
grains. This exact total is very unlikely, for we assume that 









































- Being, Scott te med ten the ere 

ies cope e Interior. He resigned from the 

ee . bree banking in San Francisco until 1857. Afterward 
ork and in 1858 practiced law in Leavenworth, Kan- 





Fave been some loss in parting the elements before the © Mead New U.S, infantry regim 
actually struck. The total of 216 cunces is probably [Nts ‘1 ashington, and served Sith iy iy Qe arn) McDowell's army in 
on a figure mentioned before the gold was weig' Hy he fought in the Kentucky carmela eye ea Run. 
paign, the Battle of Shiloah, 


campaign and commanded the right of the line in 


\ 
( 


Sherman succeeded to the 

now the reader has certainly guessed that our Lieutenant 

Rush era, came to be the famous General William T 

whose army marched through Georgia in 1864, breaking 

the Confederacy, and who was author of the oft-quoted 

is hell.” 
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The following is an extract of an article concerning the mysterious and very 
valuable 1848 "Quarter Eagle With CAL". The Advisory has received special permission 
from Kenneth Bressett, Editor of A GUIDE BOOK OF UNITED STATES COINS (30th Edition- 
1977) to extract this article, and we are happy to do so for two particular reasons. First, 
the story of the small gold coin minted in the California Territory just after the discovery 
3 of gold at Sutter's Mill is most interesting; secondly, the research involved in unearthing 
, the information surrounding the minting of this coin was performed by the founder of the 
GUIDE BOOK (commonly called "The Red Book") R.S. Yeoman, who, in the article, refers 
to a young student at John Hopkins University who aided him in unearthing this very inter- 
esting story back in 1951. That student's name was Walter Breen. 








FROM MINE T 


"Tt was the twelfth of June 1848, shortly after sunrise. A small group of military men 

ES § were standing before the headquarters building of the Presidio in Monterey while a good 

a outfit of horses and pack mules were being readied for the journey to the Sacramento Valley. 
. Colonel Richard B. Mason, Military Governor of California Territory and his adjutant, 
Lieutenant W. T. Sherman had selected four soldiers and several servants and handlers to 


accompany them. 





a J Monterey, the territorial capital, was picturesquely situated. The homes of the residents 
ee were built on a broad commanding slope about two miles from Point Pinos, the southern 


extremity of the bay. 


Thomas O. Larkin, United States Consul to Secretary of State Buchanan entered the 


stockade and joined the officers. He came to say good-bye to his friends and offer any 
assistance if needed. "Almost every house I had rented out is given up," he was saying to 
Mason. “Every blacksmith, carpenter and lawyer is leaving; brickyards, sawmills and 


ranches are left perfectly alone." 


The riders were mounted and soon were filing through the town square. Larkin and a small 
group of soldiers and townspeople waved to the little caravan as it slowly made its way 


around the bay and toward the northeast. 


Along the route, through Bodega and Sonoma, mills were lying idle, fields of wheat open to 
cattle, houses vacant and farms going to waste. 
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But things were more than lively at Sutter's Fort, a large rectangular structure of adobe 
brick, mounting a dozen guns which Sutter had obtained as part of the purchase of Fort Ross 
from the Russians. The fort was capable of holding a thousand persons. Already several 
stores and a hotel were in the course of construction. Captian Sutter, a visionary though 
practical and generous man, had arranged with John Marshall to build a sawmill on the 
American Fork of the Sacramento River, where the first discovery of gold had been made. 
Sutter and Marshall had tried to keep the whole thing a secret. Naturally Sutter attempted 
to protect his advantage, but was disturbingly doubtful about his rights to the land at the 
discovery site. He had solemnly assembled some Indians in the Coloma Valley and had 
made atreaty with them, a document of doubtful validity under the prevailing unsettled 
state of affairs. Falling in his attempt to hide the gold discovery, and to exclude the in- 


evitable hoard of claim-jumpers, Sutter philosophically stood aside and let history run its 
course. 






They moved on for another twenty-five miles to the sawmill where Sutter's man Marshall 
had made the original discovery Jamary 24th of that year. They found Mr. Marshall, who 
still lived near the mill, and were guided by him up the mountain to the north bank of the 
South Fork, where in the beds of small streams or ravines, now dry, a great amount of 
coarse gold was being mined. Several parties were at work all doing well. 


From this point they proceeded up the main stream for about eight miles where they came 
upon a large party of people including Indians. Here two ounces was considered the ordin- 
ary day's yield. William Daly and Parry McCoon, a short time before, had obtained about 
$17, 000 worth of gold. Other ravines close by had paid off to a like extent, and there were 
hundreds of neighboring ravines still untouched. 


A Lieutenant Lucien Loeser was chosen to carry the 230 ounces plus in a tea caddy with a 
small guard to Washington City to convince the War Office that the gold discovery was 


actual and the root cause of repeated pleas for replacements for daily desertions from the 
ranks. 


The east was so far removed that it was not until August 19, 1848 that the news of the gold 
discovery at Coloma, on January 24th appeared in an eastern newspaper. For a time these 
rumors were greeted with skepticism and created little interest. 


YMOURWAMPLIM 


Reports from California became more and more persistent and by November New York 
newspapers were carrying the extraordinary news. Horace Greeley declared "We are on 
the brink of the Age of Gold!" and his New York Tribune predicted that within the next four 
years "at least one thousand million dollars to the general aggregate of gold in circulation" 
would come from the California fields. 


With considerable restraint, President Polk stated that 'Recent discoveries render it 
probable that these mines are more extensive and valuable than was anticipated." 


If this was startling news, the arrival of Lieutenant Loeser on December seventh, two days 
after the President's message, really set off an explosion. The reports about the abundance 
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of gold on the west coast were dramatically substantiated when the tea caddy, filled with 
the exciting evidence of California's golden harvest, was placed on display in the War Office 
for all to see. 


The gold shipment from Colonel Mason reached the Mint December ninth and a letter dated 
December eleventh, mentioning both shipments was sent by the Director of the Mint to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, R.J. Walker. He gave the date of receipt at the Mint of the 
Mason consignment as December ninth and the weight as 228 ounces. 


The Treasurer of the Mint, James Ross Snowden, wrote on December twelfth to Secretary 
of War Marcy, enclosing a statement which served as a formal acknowledgement of the lot 
of gold brought to the Mint by Colonel Cooper. He gave Marcy the same information as 
that outlined above. 


After the holidays the Secretary of War became impatient about the quarter eagles with the 
requested "distinguishing mark" and sent off a message by his chief clerk Archibald 
Campbell asking that, if the coin made of the California gold was ready, "I request that it 
may be handed to him. He will deliver to you the receipt which was given in depositing the 
gold." 


Evidently Mr. Campbell returned to the capital empty-handed, for it was not until January 
fifth that the Director of the Mint sent Secretary of War Marcy the notification he was ex- 
pecting about his gold coins. 


"MoM. Ue s. Pha. Jan 5/49 


Sir: The amount of your deposite of Gold, made on the 15th ult., is 
now ready for delivery in California gold. 

It is our practice to pay for deposites as soon as their value is 
ascertained; but this could not be done in the present case because 
the payment was required in coins made of bullion deposited. Be- 
fore the Cal. gold could be used it had to undergo the process of 
parting in order to separate from it the excess of silver which it 
contains. This was one source of delay. Another occurred by the 
time required for stamping the letters CAL. on the quarter-eagles 
as you desired. 

Your payment of $3910.10 will be made up of $3474. 64 in coins, 
and $435.46 in two bars of gold as melted from the grains. The 
California gold reserved for medals is from another deposite. 

I have no doubt that you may safely entrust the payment of your 
gold to Messrs. Adams & Co. 

R. M. P. (Patterson)" 


The foregoing document is all the proof we need that the consignment of gold received from 


Colonel Mason, through Secretary of War Marcy, was converted into quarter eagles and 
that each was stamped with the letters CAL. We learn further that the medals requested 
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by Marcy were made "from another deposite,'"' probably from Carter's consignment. 


It can be further deduced that the coins were minted in December 1848, because of the 
rather strict laws governing the use of dies, which must be used during the calendar year 
appearing on the dies. It would have been unlawful to use dies dated 1848 after December 
31st of that year. 


No documentary evidence of an exact quantity of two and one half dollar pieces with CAL. 
minted has yet come to light. We can arrive at a fairly close estimate, however, by use 
of the information revealed in the Patterson letter dated January fifth. The Mint record 
shows that 8, 886 quarter eagles were struck in the year 1848 of which 2,759 were produced 
in December of that year. This gives us a maximum figure - 2,759. 


In 1848 a quarter eagle contained 64.5 grains, so by division we arrive at the quantity of 
1,428 coins with a small remainder of 27.1584 grains. This exact total is very unlikely, 
for we assume that there must have been some loss in parting the elements before the 
coins were actually struck. The total of 216 ounces is probably incorrect as it is based 
on a figure mentioned before the gold was weighed on the accurate mint scales, for Marcy 
stated in his letter to Patterson that "I presume it will be found to fall short of that quan- 
tity, as some of the finer particles have sifted out." At any rate we have a new maximum 
figure. We cannot make an adjustment for the fact that the average fineness was .888 
(standard is .900) for Adams and Woodin have stated that "they contained a large percent- 
age of silver which gave them a brassy color."" We can presume that the coins were made 
from the gold, just as received at the mint with some excess of silver removed, until new 
evidence to the contrary is uncovered. 


Of course, there remains a single, obvious computation. By dividing the amount 
$3,474. 64 by $2. 50 we have a total of 1,389 quarter eagles, plus a remainder of $2.14. 
This is a difference of only 39 coins between the two computations, and percentage-wise 
about 2.7 percent. This latter total is probably closer to the actual total than the alternate 


computation by weight. 


The great remaining question is - how many quarter eagles with CAL. are extant? 100? 
500? How many are in the hands of the general public, hidden in bureau drawers and the 
like? How many are owned by numismatists and museums? A small minority, certainly. 


Our courier Lt. Loeser dropped away from public notice, but not before he submitted to 
news reporters a few golden phrases such as: "The gold region is sufficient to employ one 
hundred thousand persons for generations to come. Gold is found in lumps from the size 
of a man's hand to the size of ordinary duck-shot, etc." 


From such stuff as this the great California Gold Rush was born. 


But for Lt. W. T. Sherman his California tour of duty was only an early episode in a long, 
illustrious military career. Perhaps we remember him best as the Civil War General 
William Tecumseh Sherman, author of the oft-quoted phrase, "War is hell!" 
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1880. 5-4. Brilliant prooflike gem, nearly complete 
knife-rim, excellent sharp strike; we lingered long 
over this wondering if it is in fact a carelessly made 
Proof, and we are not even now completely certain 
that it is not. Worth a good price for exactly what it 
is; if a business strike, it is unlikely to be equalled 
without a prolonged search, (Photo) 

Obv. as BI. Rev. Left tip of 1 minutely below adjacert leaf up; 
faint recutting within lef loopy of 88, plainer recutting at left 
within O The die usually fourd on proofs. 


1880. Brilliant ProofMike Uncirculated and choice. 
From a minuscule 1,636 mintage! Rare in all grades, 
especially in mint state. 


I88L. **Satiny’’ gem Uncirculated. Sharply struck A 
beauty and from a low 7,707 mintage. 


1882. Choice Brilliant Prooflike Uncirculated; 
superb! Low 5,125 mintage. (Photo) 


1883. Brilliant semi-prooflike Gem Uncirculated. As 
nice as they come, Only 11.007 struck. (Photo) 


1883. Another, Frosty Uncirculated. 


1884. Brilliant Prooflike Uncirculated. Low 6.236 
mintage. 


1886. Brilliant Prooflike Unc. Faint Hairline 


1886, Prooflike Uncirculated, cleaned; 1886, EF, traces 
of lustre, polished. Two Pes. 


1888. Frosty Uncirculated) Very scarce. 


1889. **Satiny’’ choice Uncirculated. Popular final 
year of the denomination. Very desirable. 


1889. Another. Brilliant semi-prooflike Uncirculated, 
mostly choice. 


1889. A third. Brilliamt About Uncirculated. 


RARE 1885 PROOF 


1885. BS. Extremely Brilliant Proof. A few lint 
marks and cba flan chips, as made, not im- 
Pairments, an! most of these on reverse; faint localized 
rev, cloudiness, will yield to ammonia. Very similar 
to ‘Rio Rancho"’ 67 (though from different dies) at 
$1,400. (Photo) 

Obv. extra outlines on lemers. Rev. extra outlines on DOLLAR 


= wreath except a top, more prominently at right; die of Beck 
_* 


QUARTER EAGLES 


CLASIC HEAD 


1834. isd mae Seminar pxoonms a. Breen BI, 
state IT (R-3). e Unc., splendid, 
choice, a remarkable beauty; free of all but the 
MOSI Microscopic evidence of ever having been in a 
coin is realy caough obtusata VE fer a oie rion 
Corn 18 n a . Piner 
than Gibson 99, or than Beck 104, tise neal than 
Breen II lot 568. Similar in overall quality to the 
fed gee coin which brought a resounding 
$4,250 as lot 1062, Stanley Scott sale. Marked 
“Finest Known” by consignor, which is not going 
to be far from the truth—we have not seen a finer 
business strike from these dies, and the difference 
would be entirely in having one or two fewer mic- 
roscupic hag marks; surfuccs cannot be faulted, 
striking quality is equal to any we have seen (the 
localized weakness in central obv. is as made and 
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constant, and doubtless was responsible for the later 
modifications ee aoe ar the Large Head of this 
year), Possibly ex Ruby III lot 986. (Photo) 

Small head. date distam: arrows join A and almost touch C; first A 
almost touches wing and M; diagonal lines in second white stripe; 
Rerceeenie ss Soest neat not yet cracked from wing tip to 1. 


1834. No Motto. Extremely Fine Plus with considera- 
ble remaining mint lustre, nicely struck, lightly 
nicked in a few places about the rims. 


1834. Another. Very Fine plus, no outstanding nicks, 
scratches, or bruises, just the light even wear of the 
grade. 


1835. VF/EF, some lustre, softly struck, lightly nicked 
in a few places about the rims. 


1835. Another. Very Fine, traces of lustre. 


1835. A third. Very Fine. A faint bit more wear than 
preceding. 


1836. Head of 1835. B. B2, state II. Brilliant Unc., 
usnuallight evidence of a sojourn in a mint or bank 
\SESE> rather weakly struck in centers. The variety is 
often enough seen in lower grades, but it is 
unheard-of in full unc.; the most recent auction re- 
cord we could locate for this variety in mint state 
was lot 923, “*Cicero”’ sale (New Netherlands $Sth, 
Dec. 1960), and that piece was scratched up. A very 
few other 1836's have sold in this grade from diffe- 
rent dies, mostly at prices a lithe under the 1834 
even though rarer than the latter. (Photo) 
The familiar variety with creck from rien 4 6th star, L, baer 
just above car, but not reaching border; no cracks through Ictters. 


1836. Head of 1835, same dies, state [V. About Unc., 
some brilliance, same central weakness of striking 
asx on last (and others of this type), various bag 
marks including a couple of small plain rim nicks on 
either side, Finer than lots 1803-4 in our 1974 
GENA sale, Identical twin of Breen 1 lot $6 at $950, 
and not impossibly the same coin. (Photo) 

Cracks through bases of STATES. 


1836, Extremely Fine, considcrable lustre, usual strike — 


with soft central detail, mostly choice. 


1836. Another. Most details and surfaces Very Fine, 
though some details are only Fine, 


1839/38C. B-2. Oby. Extremely Fine, rev. Very Fine; - 


surfaces consistent with a grade of VF or better. 


Minutely nicked in a couple of places about reverse | 


rim. 
Late state, overdate no longer plain. 


CORONET TYPE 


1841 C. B-2 (high R-6, nearly R-7). Brilliant About 
ne., usual extensive minute indications of having 
been in a mint or bank sack; mediocre strike, but we 
have never seen a really sharp impression from these 
dies. Lamination defect on border outside de- 
mtils opposite I lth star and below, as made. Rev. 
superior to obv. but has a couple of small nicks in 
knife-rim. This is at least tied for best seen from 
these dies; fincr than the Gilhousen, Beck, 1974 
GENA, or other examples seen, and one of the best 
met with for the date. (Photo) 


Rev, cifferest from 1840, serif of C buried in feather, clash mark 
fram benk to wing. heavy crack from wingtip to left border. Die of 
Gilhowsen 132, Beck 111 


1841 D. Nearly AU, much mint brilliance, scvcral 
light rim nicks on either side, various tiny field bag 
marks. Apparently unknown in mint state, this is as 
fine as we have seen in many years, except for the 
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cracked dic coin in our 1974 GENA sale; a litle 
finer than the Walton, Pierce, Miles, Scanlon and 
Merkin 9/68 coins, this last with the comment “‘not 
exceeded in our expericnce.’* (Photo) 

Only the one variety; perfect dies 


1843 O.Large date, plain 4. Very Fine, traces of lustre, 
tiny obv. planchet flaw in field opposite Ms. Liber- 
ty’s brow. 


1844. B-| (R-S). Very Fine and choice for this grade. 
Mintage only 6,784. Never seen in full Unc. 


DISCOVERY SPECIMEN OF THE 
1851 DOUBLE DATE 


1851. B-7 (previously unpublished): Double date. Bril- 
liant About Unc., usual mediocre strike (not too 
well up in centers), various light bag marks. The 
discovery specimen, entirely different from the other 
double date (B-6, ex Grant Pierce 1140, in a Texas 
collection). Doubtless very rare. (Photo) 

Base of extra 1 below | running into border, lower left parts of 
euira 851, plainest left of knob of 5 and base of final 1. Rey. Bases 
of stripes: thin, 

1852. Choice Almost Uncirculated. The slightest evi- 
dence of wear on the high points. 


1852. Another example. Almost Uncirculated. Evi- 
dence of original mint lustre. 


DOUBLE DATE 


1853. B-2 (Possibly R-7). Plainly double 1, less obvi- 
ous doubling on 8. Dic of lot 834, New Netherlands 
Sist sale, but a superior coin (that one was only 
VF). Better than Ex. Fine though not quite AU; 
much mint lustre, usual light bag marks. 
rare, only the second we have actually handled, 
though we have heard of a couple of others. Ex 
Austin 1001, where laconically described as *‘Ex- 
tremely Fine”’ without mention of the doubling 
(which is very obvious). (Photo) 


1853. Almost Uncirculated. 


1853. Very Fine. Accompanied by the normal wear 
which would be indicative of this grade. 


1854. Brilliant Uncirculated with ‘satiny’ surfaces, 
a few microscopic rim nicks but otherwise com- 
pletely choice. Sharp strike; obv. and rev. clash 
marks. 


1854 O. Extremely Fine and somewhat prooflike. 
1856. Extremely Finc. 


1857. Almost Uncirculated. with considerable orginal 
mint lustre remaining. Onc of the slightly scarcer of 
the, “common date"’ Quarter Eagles. 


1860, About Uncirculated and just about fully lustrous, 
minute handling marks. Low 22,675 mintage. 


1861. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated and sharply 
struck. About as nice as these can be found, a beau- 
ty. 


1873. Open Three. Frosty Uncirculated. 
1873. Open Three. Frosty Uncirculated and sharply 
strack. Nearly equal to the preceding. 
EXTREMELY SCARCE 1876 S 
1876 S. Very Fine. A very rare coin, oe reg eed 


struck. ainly not enhanced by the li mark 
ucross Ms. Liberty’s cheek, Scarce. a 
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1877 S. Brilliant, frosty Uncirculated and 


choice. Some reverse planchet roughness, as struck, 


Mintage only 35,400. 
1878. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1878 S. Extremely Finc. 
1879. Brilliant Uncirculated. Scarce. 


1879. Another example. Extremely Fine to Almost 
Uncirculated with much original mint lustre remain- 
ing. 


SCARCE 1880 


1880, Almost Uncirculated with much original proof- 
like surface. Extremely rare. One of only 2,996 
struck with very few survaivors estimated. (Photo) 


ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE EXTREMELY RARE 1880 
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1880. Extremely Fine to Almost Uncirculated with 
original prooflike surface ramaining. Just a hair's 
breadth away from a full AU grade. Photo 


1882. Extremely Fine to Almost Uncirculated with 
much original prooflike surface intact. Very scarce - 
one of 4,000 struck. 


1882. Another Extremely Fine with some original mint 
lustre. Deeply toned. 


1882. A third. Very Fine to Extremely Fine. An ac- 
ceptable example of this scarce coin. 


RARE 1883 


ies B-2 a die of all the 1920 vaca ke). 
bout sharpness some origina 
prooflike surface, but has been cleancd; few seat- 


tered li pp loaner pinionh wether olin, 
acceptable compromise grade, Finer than Ill, 
Nicholson-Spics 283 or most others lately offered; 


very similar to Miles 226, which may have 
peared as Scanlon 2130, and not impossibly 
same coin. Very rare, generally found VF or EF 
with a very few more or less unc. examples, some of 
which have been sold as “Proof, not in bril- 
liance."" 

Date high in field, whereas on the B-1"s (all proofs) date is low. 


RARE 1884 i 


1884. a (die of all 1,950 business strikes). Grenson) 
mint SS, some 
and bag meade very simil Lager 1883. than 
Beck 167 or Breen LI 654; rather similar to “‘Groves’” 
502 at $1,200, Almost exactly as rare as the 
1883. (Photo) 


Date seurer tv best than to border, without the mirrored arce ut 
BER. nnd with tho die file mexks st BER, all theoe Shamres walike 
ft pr K 


1886. Extremely Fine to Almost Uncirculated. Very 
scurce and one of 4,000 struck. 


1887. Fine to Almost Uncirculated with a 
great deal of original mint lustre still evident. 


1888. Choice Almost Uncirculated. 

1889. Brilliant Uncirculated, 

1889. Another, Very Fine to Extremely Fine. 
1890. Extremely Fine to Almost Uncirculated. 
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1891. Extremely Fine with evidence of mint lustre still 
appearing. strike. 
EXTREMELY SCARCE 1892 


1892. Extremely Fine to Almost Uncirculated. Very 
scarce, one of only 2,545 minted. 


1893. Almost Uncirculated. 


SCARCE 1894 


1894. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated and scarce in this 
condition, 


1895. Almost Uncirculated with a great deal of original 
mint lustre still appearing om the obverse and re- 
verse. 


1896. Extremely Fine, evidently ground down to 
- femove some of impairment in the 10 o'clock posi- 
tion, Still an acceptable example of this scarce coin. 


1898. Almost Uncirculated. Minute to microscopic rim 
nick at 10 o'clock position, 


1899. Very Fine to Extremely Fine with previous evi- 
dence of polishing. 


1899. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1900. Choice Almost Uncirculated. 
1901. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1902. Choice Almost Uncirculated. 
1903. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1903. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1903, Frosty Une. 


1903. Choice Almost Uncirculated with reverse more 
like Uncirculated. 


1904. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1904. Brilliant Uncirculated. 

1904. Choice Almost Uncirculated. 

1905. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1905S, Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
19S. Choice Almost Uncirculated. 

1905. Choice Almost Uncirculated, 

1905. Choice Almost Uncirculated. 

1906. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1907. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1907. Extremely Fine. 

1907. Very Fine to Extremely Fine. 


INDIAN TYPE 


1908. Choice Almost Uncirculated. Just a faint trace 
of friction away from full Une. 


1908. Brilliant Uncirculated and choice. 


AN ENIGMA 


1910. Consigned as » **Roman finish Proof,’ this ix 
entirely different from the regularly scen proofs of 
1909-10, a little more like the matte proofs of 1911 
but not identical to the latter. This has proof quality 
striking with a partial knife-rim (most prominent on 
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rev.), with a few faint hairlines near daic and below 
TRUST. The only thing we can compare it to are the 
two “‘presentation”’ eagles of this year, about which 
coins the above remarks ulso were made. Possibly 
this represents an experimental type of proof 
finish? (Photo) 


1910. Choice Almost Uncirculated, just a few faint 
hairlines away from full Mint State. 


1911. Ex. Fine. 
1911. Ex. Fine. 


1911 D. Better than Ex. Fine though not quite AU; 
lustrous, with minimal bag marks. Mintmark clear 
though not too bold; knife-rim on both sides, practi- 
cally a guarantee of genuineness in itself as it is a 
constant feature of authentic specimens and has not 
so far been found on any forgeries. Far above aver- 
age for this ‘*key’’ date. ( ) 


1915. Brilliant Uncirculated, 

1915. Brilliant Uncirculated. 

1925 D. Choice Almost Uncirculated. 
1929. Choice Almost Uncirculated. 


Nearly complete set of Indian Quarter 
ing of all dates and mintmarks t the 1911-D, 
The coins are graded as follows 1 XF, 1909 
XF, 1910 VF/XF, 1911 VE/XF, 1912 XF. 1913 
XF, 1914 XF, 1914-D XF, 1915 VF, 1925-D XF 
1926 XF, 1927 AU, 1928 VF, and ‘1929 XF. 14 
pes. 


Eagles consist- 


1854 O. B-2. Very Fine, only light even wear on high- 
est surfaces. A couple of minute nicks on rev. rim, 
no other bag marks of any consequence. 


Drastically lapped dies; letters thin (especially ES OF), wreath thin * 
und incomplete. Late die state with two cracks through mint mark 


1855. Only the one varicty. Uncirculated, fully frosty 
with only the most minimal evidence of ever 
poten, ey aig in « mint or bank sack, mint state 
with the lightest possible touch of cabinet friction; 
puts to shame the average *‘commercial Unc."’ simi- 
lar overall to the specimens in Merkin’s June 1968, 
Nov. 1968 and June 1972 sales, or lot 1863 of our 
1974 GENA sale; finer than the Miles coin, or 1974 
Greater N.Y, Convention sale lot 912, or Davies- 
Nicwoehner lot 506. Exceeded slightly (to our 
knowledge) by a single piece, lor 317 of the Merkin. 
Nov. 1965 sale; evidently the 1855, though available 
al a price in VF or EF, is prohibitively rare in mint - 
slate. (Photo) 


1855 S. Very Fine, two tiny rim nicks. one on obv. and 
one on rev., scatttered shallow bag marks. Ve 
scarce mintmark usually only Fine or VF when of- 
fered at all. 


1856. Lustrous EF/AU; reverse more like Une., edge 
and rim nicked hetween UNITED and STATES. 7 


1857. B-2. Very Fine, some lustre, 
Without recutting on final A in AMERICA. Rev. with munute dic 
under top serif of D, 

1857 S Very Fine, with some claim to a higher grade. 
Some flatness of obv. ren cece more to quality 


of strike than wear. Man s EF. Reverse rim 
bruised between 7:00 and 8.00 


YP) 


URWAMPUMSE YMOURWAMPUMSE 


O25 
ao 
alo 


MPUM 
EYMOL 


Page 344 of 396 


WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974. 
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date, Low 4,000 production mintage and rare. Lustrous 
AU with scattered light bag marking. ($450.-600.) 


1825 No Lot. 


1826 


1827 


1829 


1830 


1831 


183 


w 


1833 


1892, B-1. Denticle cut away below left base of | in 
date. Brilliiamt Proof, the devices beautifully frosted, 
creamy satin and nicely contrasted against the 
glittering, fully mirrorlike fields. The obverse, however, 
displays several pin scratches; rev. with one microscopic 
field mark from another coin, but otherwise choiae “> 
all respects. An excellent bold strike, with all sta, 
showing full radial lines, and needk-sharp everywher. 
else. Despite its vicissitudes, this is rather attractive 


L 


AS 


specimens are still extant today from the original mint- 
age of 105 pieces. ($1,500.-up) 
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. base of | in date slightly right of center of — 
denticle; these identical dies being used earlier to 
Proofs. “Gem Uncirculated”, the 
nificent surface glittering with full blazing mint 
and original brilliance, with consderable proofike 
on both sides, A splendid example for the most fusti 
jous collector or investor; only a few absolutely 
scopic “flyspecks” away from being completely 
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1896. Borderline Uncirculated and lustrous. Scatte 
bag marks a few of these on the rims. One 
19,070 production coins. 


1899. B-I, Left base of 1 in date over right 
denticle, Brilliant Proof, almost completely free 
hairlines and very nearly of full “Gem” quality. 
devices are beautifully frosted a creamy 
finish, while the surfaces are deeply reflective, 
mirrorlike. One of the finest remaining survivors of the — 
150 Proof originally struck. (Photo) : 
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$242 CHARLOTTE GOLD 


1963 1838-C. B—1. Only the one variety of the year seen to date. 
Obverse, fully Very Fine in sharpness, the reverse, more 
like Fine, the field above eagle’s head reworked, prob- 
ably to remove some light surface damage. Still, a 
thoroughly acceptable example of this very rare date, 
only a mere 7,880 struck, of which only a tiny frac— 
tion of 1% thereof survive today in all grades. 

($500.-600.) 


1964 1840-C, B-3, not in original monograph (Rarity—5). Recut 
1 in date, Rev. C mintmark rests against end of 
feather; the identical dies of “Quality Sales” September, 
1973 coin, lot 1032. Very Fine, rather boldly struck, 
the surfaces a trifle granular from mingling in a bag. 
Very rare, only 12,822 minted. ($675.-825.) 


1965 1841-C, B-2. Serif of small C mintmark obliterated by 
feather; plain die clash mark from beak to wing. Sharp- 
ness of Extremely Fine, bolder than usual, with faint 
traces of mint lustre. One small obv. border nick, but 
no other handling marks worthy of description. Very 
rare, this variety R-7. Low mintage of only 10,281 
coins. ($650.-800.) 


1966 1843-C, B-B 1(High Rarity—4). Large date, showing double 
outlines above base of 1 and below base of 843; rev. 
with large C mintmark overlapping feather. Nearly 
Extremely Fine, a little softly struck near centers but 
with highly lustrous surfaces, overlaid with beautiful 
sprinklings of iridescent reddish-gold patina; highly 
attractive. ($650.-800.) 


1967 1843-C. Same dies at last, B—BI. Very Fine, the obv. really 
closer to Extremley Fine in sharpness, Attractive sur— 
faces, with no blemishes of more than microscopic 
importance. ($600.-750.) 


1968 1847-C, B-1 (low Rarity—4). 1 and 7 in date touch bust. 
Rev. with die rust under first T in STATES; C mint- 
mark heavily overlaps stem. Very Fine, striking quality 
about the same as last, with obv. bolder than reverse. 
Very scarce date and mintmark, only 23,226 struck. 

($550.-700) 


1969 1848-C. B-1I (Rarity—5). Date slants down to right; faint 
die file marks at border right of 8 and below first star. 
Late die state: in addition to the usual cracks from 
wingtips to borders, the die has further cracked from 
rim to top of E in STATES and from base of M in 
AMERICA to eagle. Very Fine, some areas closer to 
Extremely Fine, partly lustrous and rather attractive. 
Rare, only 16,788 pieces minted in all. ($600.-800.) 


Li ivVit\JVUINVVFALVIL UlViOLl I ivViVVU IA WA 
MPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMS 


EYMOURWAMPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMSEY MO 


SEY MOURWAMPIIMSEY MOLIRWAMPLIMSEYMO 
URWAMPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMSE 


U IN VV 7AIVIET Ulivi 


ee — 


Page 348 of 396 


t£HROLNOANOS 


YD 


2003 1840-D. Coronet Design. B-1, state I, before the “bisect— 
ing” break developed. Better than VF, a few details 
nearer to EF, some traces of mint lustre, many minute 
handling marks. Rare in all grades, prohibitively rare 
choice. About 22 survive of the 3,532 originally minted, 
making this Rarity 6. Ex Gilhousen fot 130. (Photo) 

($1,100.—1,350.) 


2004 1840-D. Another. B—1, the only variety seen to date; shat- 
tered dies (rare). Nearly Very Fine, the obverse fully 
qualifies, the rev. not quite so. Surfaces lightly granular, 
and with the traces of a loop having been skillfully 
removed from top edge. Very rare, date and mintmark, 
this being fully R-6. ($700.-—800.) 


Extremely Rare 1841-D 

2005 1841-D. B-1, state V—the most advanced state of die 
cracks reported, the rev. crack entirely across, rim 
through A of STATES, beak, neck, wing, arrow point 
and [ to rim. Brilliant AU plus, partly prooflike surface, 
minute to microscopic handling marks, mostly sharp 
strike—much sharper than usual for Dahlonega gold. 
Best we have seen in many years, prohibitively rare in | 
this grade; finer than the Walton, Grant Pierce, Miles 
or Scanlon coins, which in turn were the best ones 
offered in recent memory. Obtained as “BU”, under- 
standably. About 30 survive of the 4,164 minted. 
Rarity 6. (Photo) ($3,000.-up) 


2006 1842-D. B-1, late die state—most of the recutting at 18 
faded out. Very Fine, even strike, traces of lustre, 
granular from minute to microscopic handling marks. 
Above average for this rarity, which usually comes 
in Fine to VF; unknown in prime condition. About 30 
surviving of the 4,643 minted; in the same class with 
last. Ex Gilhousen lot 136. (Photo) ($1,000.—up) 


2007 1843-D. Small D. B—1, perfect dies. Very Fine, centers 
not as bold as the remainder. Very scarce, probably 
R-4, ($500.-600.) 


2008 1844-D. B-1 (old no. 3) 1 touches both bust and border, 
mintmark away from numerator; die file marks at rim 
above OF. Brilliant prooflike AU, excellent sharp 
strike, light hairlines and handling marks. Very scarce 
(probably high R-4) in all grades, rare above VF; 
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DAHLONEGA GOLD 5 
excellent match for the “Unc.” Gilhousen and Heim The Very Rare 1853-D 
coins and the Miles AU, slightly finer than the Walton, 2018 1853-D, B-I. Difficult to grade, this piece has much mint 
Bolt and Grant Pierce examples. Almost certainly a Saat ake OY Cha’ feincont” kit “Ot "weer Yenodtly on 
os “s ca See tea pivasely sina iadtset ced toe 
: areas y "s p- 
pie ED. oe, eae, ied Pot) BEM an sce ha Probehiy sou be 
. cd “VE”. called AU Overall. It is very similar in quality to Grant 
Tey: MOOR ORIR SANE oe Ae wi ale Pierce 1149, Miles 161 (both graded AU), and slightly 
2010 1846-D. Normal D, dic file marks over NITE. B-1, state finer than Scanlon 2068 us it is free of plain rim dents. 
I—perfect die. Better than Ex. Fine, much mint bril- Bera, macs des-ap ae 
liance and prooflike surfaces, many minute handling not many survi 
marks, a few on rims, About in a class with the Grant minted. This will go far into four figures as a Condition 
Pierce and Shapero coins, better than most others Census coin, especially as are not at all certain 
offered in recent years. In about the same rarity class that a completely and unequivocally Mint State ex- 
as last, ($800.-1,000.) ample cxists. (Photo) ($2,500.—3,000,) 
2011 1847-D. New no. 2, not in original monograph—oby. of 
old B-2, rev. of old B-I, High R-5, Brilliant frosty One of the Finest Known 
Dne., exceptionally sharp strike; could almost be of the Extremely Rare 1854-D 
one choice. ae es prooflike page ay — 2019 1854-D. B-1, only the single variety. Almost Extremely 
Pparent are striations consistent with full EF. 
trivial handling marks, one on either rim. Obvieasly Ureven impression similar to the 1853-D but stronger 
in the Condition Census for the date and of extreme Ralcute sire wicks cateaan ate o daiegad above 
rarity, only three other auctions records for cols of left part of first T of STATES. streak in plan- 
allegedly equal grade (which may represent omly two chet above head, as made. Generally thought to be in 
(Photo) ($1,400-1,700.) than 15 surviving out of the 1,760 minted. Because 
“per 
too many of the carlicr appearing specimens were 
2 MaDe ncn Seerael sontrorncrs sie ene are tae 
: ies difficult to estimate the populaion wih any accuracy, 
brilliance, many haedling Same & kee but this appears to be at the top level of Rarity 6. Ht 
a aed | ls definitely in the Condidon Census, being slightly 
< exceeded by the Emerson Gaylord coin (EF plus), but 
2013 1849-D. B-1 (date slants down to right, tied with the Grant Pierce, Eliasberg, and Miles coins, 
date slanting up). Rarity 5. Overall superior to all other claimants to date. Ex Gilhousen 
away; much mint brilliance, 7 182. (Photo) ($6,000.-up) 
surface (mostly on reverse), many light handling marks, 
possible signs of excellent she trike. small Two Examples of 
a epee Possibly ex Gramt Paerce 1135, The Extremely Rare 1855-D 
wp Aloo ont Sean —< 2020 1855-D. Breen-1 (High Rarity—7). Rev. Same die as used 
than Miles 147, Shapero 797 and Scar those 
being the nicest ones offered in recent years a tg caer ee a0 ears 
a nick on cither side; the small nick-like defect at top 
2014 1850-D. B-1. Very Fine, bright and testre & granul: obverse border was in the original planchet before 
surfaces. Obtained at a F punt sale im 1972 as striking, and therefore as made. This is tied with the 
“Extremely Fine”. Very scarce. , ani R, L. a for honors Ba a aera 
7 a, known r a dozen examples known be 
Rev. Same die used on the 1849-£ mart high. George Walton collection, lot 2137, its record in that 
half filled with end of feather, 3 claw : . 
und stem. Secuslagty eae eters sale more than a decade ago being the basis for the 
surfaces are strongly suggestive of & se at higher present-day Guidebook valuation. peas 
grade. Several small shallow ev. £ : Very 1855—D. B-1, only the one variety. Surfaces brilliant and 
scarce, much more so than its lies figure faintly prooflike, suggesting between EF and AU; 
of only 12,148 might indicate. ) sharpness better than VF, probably with minimal wear 
2016 1851-D. B-1, with the dashes r. of S ah 266. but the usual weak and uneven definition. Borders 
L om ie ; EF nicked near 2nd and 3rd stars and shallow opposite R. 
ustrous surfaces suggesting EE, partly EF, Rarer than the 1854-D, probably 10 to 12 different 
ae Ahan Sagrbs striking ones around, representing 1% of the 1,123 originally 
— _ — minted. The present exemple is probably seventh best, 
others. 00.) but there is very little difference among these more or 
The V less Ex. Fine pieces. This will casily go in middle high 
ery Rare four figures. (Photo) ($5,000.-up) 
2017 pss B-1, Pac ie aligned 
* apart (first seen so), lustr grade 
of Ex. Fine, but sharpness is mo Harel, ene pe ere 
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minute handling marks, imps ular appear- 
ance; two small areas on 2 (not 
visible from either side) ther fastenings 
were skillfully removed. Ve » this con- 


dition, full Rarity 6—not m 
of the 4,078 minted. ( 


on reverse; minimal handling marks, faint rim dent 
10th star. The most famous of the Dahlonega 
eagles; reason for its low mintage (874) un- 
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DAHLONEGA GOLD 





known. At present apparently a dozen specimens sur— 
vive in all grades, the best (borderline Unc.), in a 
Texas collection ex Grant Pierce, one of the two AU’s 
in the Smithsonian, the other (ex Mflles) bringing 
$15,000 last May; these are followed by five or six 
which will rate VF or better, including this one, the 
Walton coin, that in 1973 GENA sale, the “Cicero” 
coin in our Walter Breen sale, and Eliasberg’s; others 
are in lower grades. Ex Samuel Wolfson. (Photo) 
($9,000.—up) 


2023 1857-D. B—1, only the one variety; crack through base of 
; date and last three stars. A little nearer to AU than to 

EF, much mint brilliance, excellent sharp strike, minute 

rubs on topmost details. Pre-striking planchet chip 

above eagle’s wing behind head. Minimal handling 

marks including two very minute rim nicks, which 

will never be mentioned again—and will never be 

noticed anyway. One of the finer survivers of the 

2,364 minted—probably about 25 surviving; Rarity 6. 

~ (Photo) ($3,500.—up) 


The Very Rare 1859-D 
2024 1859-D. B-1, only the one variety, difficult to grade, 
again, this has partly brilliant surfaces suggesting EF 
to AU, though with scattered handling marks in field 
on rims, but weakly struck devices suggesting VF. 
A proper grade is probably Ex. Fine. One of the better 
ones lately seen; not impossibly might be Dr. Bolt lot 
811, called “AU with an edge dinge.” Slightly rarer 
than the 1857-D; R-6, a little higher in that level, 
representing probably about 20 of the 2,244 originally 
minted, of which only one qualifies as full Unc. Final 
Dahlonega quarter eagle and deserves additional pop— 
ularity for that fact. (Photo) ($2,300.—up) 
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P.T.A. Breen 3 6/1978. 
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AT 
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. of - 


JUNE 25 & 26, 1975 
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more to the quality of the strike than wear. Not in the 
igi . variety discovered by 
two known for this date, 
forms a small minority of a 100-odd survivors of the 
original 13,674 - First Quarter 
Eagle and only Classic coin from this mint; the 
only one with mintmark above date, Sli finer 
than lot 2002 in our GENA °74 Sale at $800. (Photo) 
Rev. lapped die, thin leaves, no berry. 


1839 O. B-1_ Very Fine Plus, rey. Extremely Fine and 
with remaining lustre. No outstanding 
rim nicks, elc. Scarce. R-3. 


Date high, curved. mintmark teft of center above 3. Rev. No berry, 
arro«shalts discanmected from claws Die State Ul with crack from 
large 2 10 wp of leaf point, to IT of UNITED. 


CORONET TYPE 1840-1907 


1840 C. B-1. Fine to Very Fine, obv. sharpest. Four 
filed areas on edge where former mounting was re- 
moved, otherwisc normal bag marks for the grade. 
Rutcd R-5 with low 12,822 mintage. 

Rev. © high with serif ing with feather; vertical stripes of 


merging 
shield extend all the way to butt ond feathers of arrows, 


1840 C. B-3, Very Fine, rather boldly struck. the sur- 
faces a trifle ular from mingling in a bag. Very 
rare, only 12.822 minted. 

N riginal monograph 5), Recut . Rew. C 
Sinan Tests against cad of feather, he identicel dies of Quality 
Sales” September. (973 coin, lot 1032. 


1841 C. B-2. Sharpness of Extremely Fine, bolder 
than usual, with faint traces of mint lustre. One 
small oby. border nick, but no other handling marks 
worthy description. Vi rare, this variety R-7. 
Low mintage of only 10,281 coins. 


Serif of small C mintmark obliterated by feather: plan die clash 
mark from beuk to wing. 


SCARCE 1842 


1842. B-1 (only the one variety). Very Fine or 
thereabouts. A spot of solder remains on top edge 
where former mounting was removed, Faint pin 
scratch in lower left field, otherwise normal ‘= 
marks for the grade. From a mintage of a mere 
2,823 and a very rare date in any grade. 


_ SCARCE 1842 D 


1842 D. B 1, Very Fine, even strike, traces of lustre, 
granular from minute to microscopic handling marks. 
Above ave for this rarity, which usually comes 
in Fine to VF: unknown in prime condition. About 
30 surviving of the 4,643 minted. Ex Gilhousen lot 
136. (Photo) : 

Late die siate—most of the recutting at 1K faded out. 


1843 C. Large Date. Nearly EF sharpness, traces of 
lustre, vey bee oby, scratch, tiny rev. rim nick. 
23,076 minted. 


THE EXTREMELY RARE 1843 C SMALL DATE 





1843 C, B-1. Small date as in 1840-42, Extremely 


Fine, lustrous, obv. more sharply struck than rev. as 
usual. Few trivial handling marks, almost all on 
obv.. none worth describing. One of only 2,988 


minted, April 28, 1843, from a single pair of dies, 
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the obverse shipped Dec. 23, 1842; somewhere 
around |% of the mintage survives, mostly in lower 
grades. Not recognized as a rarity until J. F. Bell and 
a couple of other specialists began circulating want- 
lists in the middle and late 1950's, only to that 
dealers had no specimens in any e-and the hunt 
was on, The present coin is bracketed with Walton 
2067 and the Wolfson and WGC examples. being 
distinctly finer than Gilhousen 139 (VF, $1200, 
1973), 1971 ANA-Scanlon 2036, or **Numismatic 
Enterprises’’ Oct, 1965, lot 35, It is the twin of 
Miles 122 and not impossibly may be the identical 
iece; the illusteation does not permit certainty. It is 
far the rarest of the Charlotte quarter eagles, 
and one of the most coveted of branch mint 
coins of this denomination; not many more are 
known than of 1856 D despite the lower mintage. An 
oe opportunity, the first in these sales. 
) 


Rev. die of 1842 C with small mintinark, its serif busied on feuther. 
(High R-6) State I, plain crack from rim to end of bast. 


1843 D. Very Fine, centers not as bold as the remain- 
der, Very scarce, probably R-4. 
Small D. B+!, perfect dics. 


1844. Only one variety. Very Good to Fine. Two or 
three noticeable bruises on reverse rim. Rarity 5 (31 
to 75 known), and never seen in full Unc. 


1844 C. Only the one variety. More like Extremely 
Fine than VF, the frosty surfaces s e ofa 
higher grade, though weakly enough struck (as al- 
most always) to suggest VF. Faint planchet chip in 
rev. ficld below OF Rare. and in better grade than 
those pieces which only infrequently make their 
appearance. 


1844 D. B-3 (high R-4). Nearly Extremely Fine. Some 
remaining mint lustre, Usual weak strike necessitates 
some conservatism of the grade. Faintly nicked in 
two or three places about the rims. 

Left tip of serif of | romches bust; base of I free of barder, Rev, 
strongly touches numerator and feather. 


1845. Choice AU, some would call it borderline Unc. 
Mintage figure of 91.000 pieces makes this a very 
desivable coin. 


1846 D. B-1. Very Fine with surtaces suggestive of a 


higher grade. Traces of lustre. Lightly nicked in two | 


or three places on obverse rim. 

Crade date, faintly doubled on 846. Rev Normal mint mark in 
wsunl position above fraction bar and Geeominator, Die state It with 
pots serie crack from right wing to base of E. in 


1846 D. B-2. Lustrous to somewhat prooflike Ex- 
tremely Fine or better, better than usual, mosily 
well-defined strike. Fine haislines, some of these 

aduated to pin scratch proportions on obverse. Low 
-6, Very rare varicty discovered by Harry Bass, 
unknown in mint state. 


Date with mo visible recutting. Rev. “Double” mincnsark; the 
“real'’ D actually fee too right. overlapping both feather and stem. 


1847 C. B-1. Very Fine or better sharpness. Some 
lustre. A couple of fairly noticeable nicks on rims. 
Date ro scarce and not known better than EF. 
Mintage 23,266. 

Rev, C mint mark beans sight, centered under feather and stom. 


1847 C. Another B-1. Very Fine with some details 
approaching EP in sharpness. 


1847 D, B-2. Surfaces lustrous and brilliant with reverse 
prooflike, suggestive of About Uncirculated, 
though some details of eagle's feathers are barely EF 
due to a weakness of strike, 

Truce of another digit visible to the left of Sane of 7. 
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SCARCE 1848 tionally or oe ee found Fine or VF_A | 
602 1848. B-2. Surfaces suggestive of ERVAU, the grade cecenanadienataiic Emegtt eriera i bet 
with which this came, however details of reverse Winter 520 at $600., far finer than WGC 203, Bell II 
eagle device arc less than EF due to the (usual) flat 156. Walton's, Watson's or Scanlon's, or most 
strike. Considerable lustre. Light rim nicks both others offered in recent years (there have not been 
sides, Mintage only 7,497. Rare, and in demand. many different ones). Somewhat rarer than its 
™ (Photo) mintage of 7,295 would suggest. (Photo) 
~~] 603 1848 D. B-I. Almost Une. with much original mint The caly variety seen three paris of dics were late 
es lustre and somewhat prooflike reverse. Tiny nick at aot pear g Lite role yeaa ae crock fot tl 
about 9 o'clock of reverse rim, and 2 couple of tiny 
digs on obverse in region of Ms. Liberty's face. THE EXTREMELY RARE 1854 D 
Rare, R-5 (3! to 75 known). (Photo) 1 OF 1§ KNOWN 
rs ee Se a lee onan eee lee Pees 
a SCARCE 1849-C 
604 1849 C. B-2. Sharpness of Very Fine, rey. central 
A weakness, as struck. A couple of faint obv. pin 
scratches, otherwise normal light bag marks. 
<| Mintage only 10,220 and currently rated R-5 for the 
VaRty, Hale 616 1854 D. Difficult to grade, this has brilliant surfaces 
hi die (Chee 283) was ead in 18S. mggemion a srpde.nesiten: 06. 1) then be BYi 90’, 
~J arpness of Ex. Fine, rey. sharpness VF. A com- 
605 1849 D. B-1. High date. Very Fine, though with obv. promise grade of Ex. Fine plus would be realistic 
better than rev. Surfaces suggestive of the placing this into the same class with the 
higher grade with which this came; somewhat soft Emerson G and Walton coins, finer than the 
m&. strike makes grading difficult. Gina Pe a oe ies sale (lot ae 
at 34, 
= 606 1849 D. B-2. Date low, touches border. Very Fine or cient date aside fromm the two 1. P. Bell coins 
better with traces of remaining mint lustre. Three (Bell 1 221, Unc., and Bell IT 157, *‘nearly Unc.,”” 
or four fairly noticeable oby. rim nicks. Low 10,945 believed to be the nt example). At last count 
eh! irondy sowod tie BP's (an fall AU's); the Test are 
e i ¥ if 5 (no "s) rest are 
* fic pdors are ae nom n 7 ae Fine or VF except for two mutilated picces. As ap- 
parently cither finest known or tied for finest known 
~] 608 1851, GEM BU, a choice piece, beautifully struck and, of this extreme rarity, the second rarest of Dahlonega 
while mintage is large, coins of this quality always quarter eagles, one of the most highly coveted of 
ial command a premium. branch mint quarter eagles. ) 
609 1851 O. Very Fine, with rim nicks. Just 148,000 were 617 1854 O. Mintmark centrally located over fraction. Per- 
minted. tie dick, Delian ae eee 
610 1852. BU Gem. nearly flawless surface except for a SP ee ee 
minor chin nick, and one or two nearly unnoticeable 618 1855. Unc., attractive, gem obverse. 
bagmarks, even with this worthy of a premium bid. 
Many of these coins were undoubtedly melted a de- RARE 1855 C 
cade later when gold’s ls above the bull- 
ion worth of coinage. { ) 619 1855 C. Brilliant choice AU, exceptionally lovely 
‘ surfaces, bold impression for this rarity, 
ae 611 1852. Extremely Fine or thereabouts, with yenerous though lower part of eagle is weak as always. As fine 
o amounts of remaining mint lustre around the stars as we have ever seen despite its tiny and insignificant 
and in other protected regions. Two tiny nicks on rim nick below date. Only one was ever clained to 
obv. rim in region of 8th star. exist Unc. (Bell 1 203, unverified); the present coin 
is the twin of Walton 2078 and Miles 166, and may 
SCARCE 1852 C possibly = 8 reappearance of super . pd aie 
latides. ; aatie ih 
= 612 1852 C. Very Fine overall, though some details of rev. known to eee * 074 Cat ential oe Som 
eagle device not fully brought-up and barcly Fine. sale, lot 496. (Photo) 
Traces of lustre. Faintly pin scratched in field before Only the one variety seen, same rev. as 1854 C, 
a Ms. Liberty's face. only 9,772 and rare. t 
(Photo) 620 1856. GEM BU, with an attractive reddish gold toning 
a Rev. mintmark C held betweee fractionbar, numerator and feather. starting to } Werke ‘a premium above market 
613 1853. EF/VF, obv. leans towards Ex. Pine, rev. worn to Oe en oi See 
VF level or so. 621 1856. pene dp with traces of mint pari 
around stars other tected 
614 1854, EKYAU, leaning towards the AU. Rev. has two Leste TaD iscqremm 
minor but visible gashes crossing the shicld. : 3 
622 1856 S. Ex. Fine overall, obv. AU, rev. VF, mintage is 
615 1854 C. B-1 Brilliant Extremely Fine Plus, unusually ONE OF THE FINEST 1856 O 
sharp im n for this rarity, though flat on BNOMN 
lower 7 of eagle as always; surfaces make under- 623 18560. B-1. Difficult to . this has obv. surfaces of 
le the “"AU"’ grade this came with. 
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rev. 

weaker, Ex. Fine plus would be conservative; the 
piece came graded “CH. AU."’ We have never seen 
a fully mint state example, This is comparable to 
“*Rio Rancho’’ 91 at $475, and may conceivably be 
Bell 1 238, called “‘About Une."" Grade it as you 
wish, it is one of the finest known of a difficult 
date. (Photo) 

The less rare of the two varicties. Date to left; O partly hidden by 


1857. Unc. A choice, pristine issue unusual for its qual- 
ity. Worthy of a premium bid. 


1857. Ch. AU. Mintage of 214,000, but many meited. 
This specimen is particularly nice, wear only al top 
pal aoa and on rev., by eagle’s wings. Lusterous 
surface. 


1857. Nice Ex. Fine, beautiful coloring, obv. in 
tior condition, reverse wear really limited to top 


of wingtips and cagle’s neck. 


ONE OF THE FINEST KNOWN 
RARE 1857-D 


1857 D. Brilliant About Unc., rev weaker (details look- 
ing more like About EF), faint evidence of old clean- 
ing, of no importance. One of the finest known, 
exceeded by two mint state specimens, tied with two 
or three other examples (Winter 524 at $1,100; Scan- 
lon 2079; the Walton coin is just below these because 
of its two rim nicks), superior to others offered to 
date. Very rare, not much more than 1% 
surviving of the 2.364 coined. (Photo) 


1857 S. B-1|, Ex. Fine. Some remaining lustre. A couple 
of fairly noticeable rim nicks and light bag marks. 
Mintmark joined to claw. 


1857 S. Another B-1. Borderline EF. Surfaces bur- 
nished with polishing cloth. 


1858. Lustrous Uncirculated. Some softness of rev. 
eagle device, as struck. Mintage only 47,377 and 
extremely rare in this high ms 


SUPERB AND RARE 1859 


1859. B-1. Brilliant frosty Unc., sharply struck, few 
scattered marks including a couple on rims, not 
worth describing. Beautiful and in this very 
rarely offered; scarcer in all upper grades its low 
minlage of 39.444 would suggest. Auction records 
are surprisingly few in mint state; the present coin is 
finer than the Andrew M. Watson piece, similar to 
Miles 181, (Tolleu)-Pryor 787 and Scanlon 2084, no 
more recent record. Apparently cx Melish (1956). 
(Photo) 


1861. Uncirculated and semi-prooflike. A sharp stnke. 
Faint planchet slide marks were there before coin 
was struck. Difficult to obtain in this high grade. 


1861. Frosty About Une. Light pin scratches in region 
of date and first star: otherwise free of any evidence 
of handling. 


RARE 1867 


1867. Brilliant EF to AU. Considerable original 
prooflike surface, especially on rev. Sharply 
struck. Min 3,200 and a very rare date. Infre- 
quently off in recent auction sales. (Photo) 
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TWO EXAMPLES OF THE SCARCE 1869 


1869, B-2. Ex. Fine, rather soft strike. Very rare. only 
4,320 issued. Possibly ex Andrew M. Watson, lot 
1527; no other offered in this condition in years 
except the following lot. (Photo) 

Die of all nonproofs; date high, mrarer to truncation thun to border. 


1869. Brilliant EF-AU and mostly lustrous. A few 
widely scattered faint bag marks. Rare Gate and rarer 
in this condition. (Photo) 


SCARCE 1871 


1871. Brilliantly lustrous to somewhat prooflike 
About Unc. Sharply struck. A few microscopic hair- 
lines, but no other evidence of any kind of handling. 
Rare 5,300 mintage. 


1871. Another. Extremely Fine. Wel) struck. Light bag 
marks. 


1871 S. Frosty Unc. Generally well struck, though not 
too well brought up on rev, cagle device. Light rev. 
rim nicks, Mintage only 22,000, 


NEARLY UNIQUE COPPER GILT TRIAL PIECE 


640 


641 


URW. 


OF 1875 


1875. Judd 1434. Dies of B-I (used on the 20 gold 
proofs of the year): date high and to right, point of $ 
nearly touches truncation near its end. Copper, gilt 
after striking. Evidently struck as a proof, with 
full sharpness ancd cay cer abv, and rev. knife-rimn, 
but the plating process rendered it dull. Se far as 
we know only two or three copper specimens are 
known, this Boa: example originally being traced in 
the Michael F. Higgy collection (1943) as one piece 
from an incomplete gold-denomination copper set 
(lacking the twenty). The last ungilt copper specimen 
we saw was in the Col. J. R. Curtis collection, about 


1950. Of the highest rarity: pectretay destined for a 


collector wishing to add it to his date set, in place of 
the nearly unobtainable gold piece. (Photo) — 


1875 S. Brilliantly lustrous Extremely Fine. Only a 
couple faint bag marks, and cven fainter hairlines. 
Better than usual strike (normally flat). Low 11,600 
mintage, Exceptional grade for one of these, as for 
many years no specimens were known above VP. 


1876 S. Brilliant EF to AU. Mostly lustrous. The rev. 
is always weak on these, and the 
exception, A few widely scattered bag marks, « cou- 
ple of these on the rev. rim. Low 5,000 mintage; 
very scarce date and mintimark, 


RARE 1877 


1877. B-2 Ex. Fine, light bag marks, minute rim nicks 
on either side. Extremely rare. more so than its 1,632 
mintage would suggest; prohibitively rare in gem 
state. (Photo) 

Die of all nongroefs. 
1877 S. Ex. Fine with considerable mint lustre. A cou- 


ple of fairly noticeable nicks on obv. rim. Mintage 
only 35,400, 
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U.S. QUARTER EAGLES 


645 1877 S. Prooflike AU. Tiny planchet chips in field 
before Miss Liberty's face and in back of her head. 


646 1878. Ex. Fine and mostly lustrous. Evidence of prior 
cleaning. 


647 1878 S. About Unc. Somewhat Prooflike. Some faint 
hairlines but free of detectable bagmarks. 


648 1879. Uncirculated with lovely satiny mint frost cov- 
ering all areas of coin. Very sharp strike. A faint 
scattering of tiny almost microscopic bag marks, 
much less than usually seen. Developing t 
orangy lone. A choice specimen. 


EXTRAORDINARILY RARE 1881 
1 OF 640 STRUCK 
649 1881. B-2, dic of all 640 nonproofs made; normal die 


with curl touching brow, no hollows at BER or 
below ear, etc. i.e. die not lapped. Prooflike, with 


many minute marks including a tiny rev. rim 
nick and another small nick E of STATES, this 
has details of to quite AU which 


makes it finer than Forrest 108 and brackets it with 
the Miles, Shapero, Stewart and Scanlon examples. 
It is unlikely that as many as a dozen nonproofs 
survive some of the VF's and EF's around surely 
originated as proofs. (Photo) 


VERY RARE 1882 PROOF 
1 OF 67 STRUCK 


650 1882. B-1. Brilliant gem Proof, knife-rim around half 
or morc of both sides; a splendid beauty, one of the 
finest of the survivors of & ¢ of only 67. Finer 
than Ullmer 378 (which oni (2,300 and was not- 
ably hairlined), Groves 500, Scanton 2127, or Breen 
1 80. The similar Gilhousen imen reappeared in 
the “Rio Rancho’ sale, lot 101, bringing $3,700. 
(Photo) 

Proofs only; without the recutting at bass of 2 oF the top of unmother 
digit within 8; forelock up away from brow. 


SCARCE 1882 


1882. Brilliantly lustrous About Unc., rev. prooflike. 
Sharp strike, Two or three obv. hairline scratches 
almost pin scratch size. Choice in every other way. 
Mintage 4,000 and rarer than commonly supposed. 


(Photo) 

652 «1882. Brilliant EF/AU, One fairly noticeable 
shallow nick on rim opposite fourth star. Nice 
definition. 


653 1882. A Third. Extremely Fine with considerable re- 
maining lustre. Three or four fairly noticeable obv. 
bag marks. 


RARE 1834 


654 1884. Brilliant prooflike About Unc. Scattered faint 
hairlines, the only sign of any kind of handling. Two 
very tiny planchet flaws on obv. and one rev., so 
unobtrusive you have to look hard to find them. Very 
low 1,950 ate and rare, More so than commonly 
believed. (Photo 


VERY RARE 1886 PROOF 


1 OF 88 MINTED 


655 1886. B-! (proofs only). Brilliant Proof, several minute 
nicks on the obv. knife-rim, small seratch above 
head, few other minute to microscopic scattered 
hundling marks, but with the complete proof surface 
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RARE 1887 PROOF 


656 1887. B-1 (used on the 122 proofs only). Brilliant 
Proof, faint signs of cloudiness, but well above av- 
erage for proofs of this period. About equal in qual- 
ity to Groves 500 at $2,000; much fincr than the 
badly hairlined Ullmer 282 or that in our Washington 
D.C. sale. (Photo) 

of | 7 almwst touch bust; bases well atove border, (On the 
BS 2 nent eet ee rca 


RARE 1887 PROOF 


6587 1887. Another. Brilliant Proof, from the same dics. 
Small hollow place in planchet before striking, at 
upper left obv. rim (emphatically not an i 
several signs of contact with other coins. same 
remarks hold for this as for the ing lol. and it 
should bring about the same amount. ( ) 


658 1888. Frosty Broderline Unc. Softness of rev, detail is 
inherent in the strike. Mintage only 16,098. 


659 1889. Ex. Fine. Somewhat Prooflike. Scattered tiny 
bagmarks. Mintage only 17,648, 


660 1889. Frosty Unc. Scattered bagmarks, mostly om obv. 


SCARCE 1892 


651 1892. B-2. About Unc. with Brilliant semi-prooflike 
surfaces. Just a light touch of friction away from full 
Mint State. A few tiny bag marks, Rare, extremely 
low of only 2,440 business strikes. Similar 
to Lot 1827 in our 1974 GENA Sale at $425. 

Left base uf 1 in date clese to left corner of domicile. 


RARE 1893 PROOF 


662 1893, B-1 (proofs only). Brilliant Proof with many 
minute signs of contact with other coins, some on 
rims, none serious, the proof surface is still intact. 
Many of the survivors of the 106 minted are poorl 
cleaned or impaired and can be identified as al 
only by dic identity; the present coin is head and 
shoulders above these. (Photo) 

Minute frugesents of bases of an extra 93 lower left of those digits. 


RARE 1894 PROOF 


663 1894. B-1 (proofs only). Brilliant splendid choice 
Proof. A strong glass discloses two or three almost 
microscopic planchet defects, obviously made before 
striking; but the coin is still one of the best looking 
pee of this date we have encountered. It compares 

autifully with Stewart 1696, Scanlon 2148, 
~*Westchester"” 1348, Ullmer 387 at $1,900, and 
Groves 512; nicer than that in Breen 1, or most others 
offered. Many of the survivors of the 122 minted 
have been scrubbed or nicked up or show evidence of 
circulation, leaving very few real beauties like this, 
(Photo) 


Date about centered, microscopic wait on chin; scattered dic fie 
marks around periphery of shield. 


RARE 1895 PROOF 


664 1895. B-1 (proofs only), Brilliant gem Proof. The 
granularity on parts of rev. edge and dentils was in 
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are 
would wish, Splendid and very beautiful, one of the 
finest of the survivors of a 119 mintage: equal to the 
em in the Merkin t. 1967 sale, or to the 
ilhousen**Rio Rancho" coin at $2,200; slightly 
finer than the Scanlon, Ullmer or Groves specimens, 
Date slants up to sight; minute point down from lower part of bun. 


RARE 1895 PROOF 


1895. Another B-1. Brilliant Proof, stronger impression 
than last, complete rev. and nearly complete obv. 
knife-rim; two tiny rim nicks, several other minute 
signs of contact with other coins, probably in the 
same eg set. At least average quality for these. 


1898. Brilliant, frosty About Unc. Details of Ms. 
Liberty's face somewhat flatly struck. Rev. dic 
cracked from rim to Icft tip of U through dot, and 
towards claw. Only a few widely separated tiny bag 


PROOF 1899 


1899, B-2 (one of several proof-only varieties). This isa 
brilliant Proof which got into circulation long 
enough to acquire many minute contact marks on 
both sides. About like Ullmer 392, which was simi- 
larly nicked up, at $1,300. (Photo) 


Date slants up to right, light die line through TY, die file marks in 
first white simpe. 


RARE 1900 PROOF 


1900, B-1 (proofs only). Brilliant —_ Proof, nearly 
poss knife-rims, a id beauty. At Icast 
equal to Ullmer 393 at $1,900. Ex S. S. Forrest 
coll, lot 540. (Photo) 

Base of | repencbed, irregularity in knife-rim above F. 


RARE 1900 PROOF 


1900, Another B-1. Brilliant choice Proof, couple of 
minute lint marks as made; makes a very creditable 
companidn to preceding or to any proof in this offer- 
ing. Rather fewer survivors than one would expect 
out of a mintage of 205; actually no commoner than 
1894 or L895. (Photo) 


1900, B-2. Choice Uncirculated, with rich satiny sur- 
faces. Only two or three tiny bagmarks so small it 
takes a strong glass to find them, Excellent strike. 


RARE 1901 PROOF 


1901, B-1 eves only). Brilliant choice Proof, few 
very ae t planchet irregularities (pre-striking chips, 
lint marks) as made. Equal to the Ullmer and “‘Rio 
Rancho’* coins at $1,700 apiece. Same comment as 
to preceding lot. (Phote) 

Microscopic chip on temple; scattered diagomal file marks in shield. 


1901, Lustrous Uncirculated. Frosty surfaces. Nice 
strike. Orangy toning in places. A couple of almost 
invisible contact marks. 


1903, Frosty Uncirculated. Free of any bag marks 
worth mentioning. 


1904. Brilliant lustrous Unc, A beautiful thick coating 
of mint frost covers all areas of the coin. Only a few 
tiny obv. hairlines. otherwise choice. 
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TWO RARE 1905 PROOFS 


1905. B-1 (proofs only). Brilliant choice Proof, tiny 
lint mark (as made) on cur! before ear. Equal to 
Ullmer 398 at $1.500. Ex. Winter 565 
Date slants up to right, seattered dic file marks in shield. 


1905, Another B-1, This brilliant Proof got into circu- 
lation and now shows slight rubbing in fields (mostly 
on oby.), with some tiny contact marks, Very similar 
to lot 1843, 1974 ANA Convention sale, at $1,300. 
(Photo) 


1906. Brilliant Uncirculated. 


RARE 1907 PROOF 


1907. B-1 (proofs only). Brilliant Proof, three or four 
minute contact marks. Above average survivor of the 
154 made; : final year of the design. Similar 
to Winter ; 

Low date slats up vo mght; two paralicl horizontal die fue marks in 
seoond white aie sia 

1907. Brilliant lustrous Unc., with frosty mint 
surface. Die of Lot 1497 in New Netherlands S3rd 
Sale. Rare variety, and choice. Popular final year of 
the design. 

Bottom of 7 recut. 


INDIAN HEAD TYPE 1998-1929 


RARE 1908 PROOF 


1908. Spoendid gem matte Proof, complete obv. and 
rev, knife-rims. As fine a matte proof of this first 
year of design as exists. At least equal to Ullmer 402 
at $2,600. Many of the survivors have contact 
marks, rubbed spots or traces of cleaning; the pres- 
ent coin is . From the same set whose higher 
denominations were offered above. (Phato) 


1908. Fully lustrous Unc. One or two barcly detectable 
contact marks. 


1910. Lustrous Unc. Characteristically bold and sharply 
defined strike. No discernible contact marks. 


1911. Lustrous About Unc. Only the faintest amount of 
friction on poor of highest relicf. No significant 
contact marks. 


1912. Brilliant Lustrous Unc. Sharply struck. A few 
very light, nonserious bag marks. 


1913. Lustrous Borderline Unc. Microscopic traces of 
friction, One or two small and insignificantly placed 
contact marks. 


1913. Ex. Fine and mostly lustrous. Only microscopic 
handling marks, not visible to the naked eye. 


1914 D. Extremely Fine/Almost Uncirculated. 


1915. Lustrous About Unc. Just a light touch of friction 


away from full Mint State. 
1926. Brilliant flawless Uncirculated. 
1926. Choice frosty Brilliant Uncirculated. 
1927. Choice frosty Unc. Nicely struck. 
1927. Choice frosty Brilliant Uncirculated. 


1928. Fully lustrous Unc. Mint frost covers all areas. 
Two or three very tiny and unobtrusive obv. bag 
marks, otherwise choice. A beautiful specimen. 


1929, Frosty Borderline Unc. Only tiny traces of fric- 
tion on highest relief areas keep this from being 
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| 1033 1883 Gem Brilliant Uncirculated, impeccable surface 1048 1876 Choice Extremely Fine, mint lustre about the de- — 
| I ! a eure. care bir 7 ¢ of orange toning peveom vices. Very scarce, seldom seen, $350-400) 
“srt an wear, oO ” rah Another scarce, Ww 
mintage (11,007) imen. Outstandi wality. 1049 1890 Brilliant Borderline Uncirculated, a few 
(Photo) sei ($1,000-Up) marks on obv. Searee. \g1se-380) 
1034 1888 Brilliant Uncirculated, nearly Choice. A few light 1050 1891 Borderline Uncirculated, small scratch below 
obv. hairlines and a small rev. horizontal nick in ight TES” of STATES. ($175-200) 
wreath, ($350-400) = 195) 1900 Uncirculated. dipped. ($175-200) 
ie aie GUAR IES Re or 1052 1904 Brilliant Uncirculated. ($200-250) 
Fine to Very ¢ in sharpness, but has been ‘ : 
mand z meni aa hasa heavy 184, nick tothe right of *T"’ in 1053 1905 Brilliant Uncirculated, nearly Choice, ($225-275) 
+ givi v. slightly wavy appearance. 7 
jal nd Mitac. ceaee.s) 
have an oby. mint mark. ($200-250) 1055 1927 Brilliant Uncirculated. ($200-225) 
1036 1840 C Fine to Very Fine, but cleaned and appears to have 1056 1908-1929 A complete sct grading Very Fine to Choice 
deen mounted at one time. ($150-175) Almost Uncirculated the 1911 D grades Extremely aa 
1037 =: 1847 C Choice Very Fine. No appreciable nicks, dents or Fine. Mounted in a custom folder 15 Pes. ($2,000-Up 
scratches normally associated from the Georgia Fp) 
d mints. ($350-375) 
1038 1852 O Very Fine. ($100-125) $3 GOLD . 
1039 1854 Very Fine, light pin scratch on obv. ($60-75) 1087 1854 Choice Extremely Fine. Much mint lustre about the 
; ; ; devices, First year of type, considered by many as an 
| 1040 1859 Strictly speaking, we can only call it Borderline individual as it is the only year with tiny 
Brilliant Uncirculated. Far niccr than the usual mint “DO oa ( 
state example offered. Quite scarce and underrated 
mA Bice. ($350-400) = sysg 1857 § Fine, slight doubling of profile. Scarce. 
1041 1861 Uncirculated, and nearly Choice. Searce and un- ($300-350) CO. 
a no ($250-300) 59 1858 Sharpness of Extremely Fine, but obv. skilfully 
1042 1871 S Choice, Extremely Fine. Low mintage (22,000) polished to remove traces of some kind of impairment, 
and underrated. ($175-200) rev. cleaned. One of only 2.133 struck, August 26, 
1858. Believed to have been Melish:1378 and/or lot 
1043. 1871 S Another. Fine, and Choice for the grade. 828, Van Roden sale. Worth a good price exactly as it 
($120-140) is. ($350-400) <—{ 
1044 1872 Extremely Fine. Very scarce and under. 1060 1878 Brilliant Uncirculated, and ncarly Choice. Fully 
rated. ($350-400) lustrous and quite pleasing. (Photo) ($1,750-2,000) 
1045 1872 S Fine. ($75-100) 1061 1878 Another. Choice, Almost Uncirculated. Nearly full 
1046 1873 Soalky —— Proof, many minutc vinta mint Justre. ($850-1,000) 
| ar ae r coins, but unquestionably # Proof. 1062 1878 Another. Almost Uncirculated. A few light oby ~ 
Knife-rim nearly complcte on oby., c lete on rev.: fre r . . F : 
Ly tone spot left of Sth stars full shardabil Genk with almost paahang to right of Liberty's head. Rev. . 
lete proof surface. Of only 25 made, possibly 18 . 
r survive, of which five are im ded and possibly half 
T the remainder are more or less im . Ex *'Con- 
signment Gilbert,” Stack's Feb. 1971:820, 
“*Winter'’:536. (Phato) ($2,000-Up) Exceptional Example of the Very Rare 1881 © 
1063 1881 B-2, early state, hefure the rust marks developed 
b——J Famous and Extremely Rare 1875 , wreath one of the earls ot the 500 delivered 
| 1047 1875 Breen 2, date slanting down to right, 5 away from on June 4, _ Sharp Unc., e surfaces, 
hom bust (die of the 400 nonproofs). A : sevetilee minute marks (none worth describing); cleaned 
first strike, with just cnough minute bag marks and long ago. This one crowds the Condition Census for the 
jal other signs of handling to take it below the full Mint date; il is not at all certain that even ten demonstrably 
State level. Apparently at least tied for second finest different survivors qualify as full mint state, the same 
of possibly 12 to 15 nonproof survivors, most of which tiny handful having played Musical Chairs at auction 
are in VF or worse condition. Exceeded—very for the last couple of decades. Ex VAn Roden:849 _ 
slightly—by 1973 ANA:829, which ared in the $925 (1968) as ‘*Magnificent first strike, wholly 
Davices-Nie woehner sale; tied with, or ly superior flike,’’ later Scanlon:2233, described woe at 
to, Van Roden:772, Alto:98, 1971 N.Y. Metropoli- 3,500. (Photo) ($4,000-Up) S) 
<j tan:1276, 1971 ANA:2020 and 1972 ANA:830, which 
may represent only four specimens at the AU level— 
the illustrations available are not clear enough for 1064 1889 Brilliant Une., traces of delicate rosy tone; frosty, 
certainty; far, far exceeds the Miles-Scanlon piece with traces of prooflike surface on reverse. Few minor 
reappearing in 1977 ANA. Remarkable enough in bag marks, the only one worth mention being a short 
quality that at its last auction appearance this coin was scratch on neck. Rarer than its mintage suggests. — 
described as **Brilliant Proof. . . very attractive, but to the Dr. E. Yale Clarke coin, rior to — 
there is some rubbing in the ficld."* Tis consignor *tuncs.”" lately offered, Popular final year, We incline 
evidently agreed with that description, even though we to believe the old story that many late date threes were 
Cannot as it is not from the proof dies. Ex Theodore melted at the Mint in 1890 on discontinuance of the A. 
Ullmer;375. (Photo) ($5,000-Up) denomination. (Photo) ($2,000-2,500) 


WB’s annotated Stack’s 12/1959 below. 
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WB's annotated copy NN #47 4/1956. 
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Office Copy ANA 1952 WB’s copy. 
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U. S. Essai, Pattern, Experimental, Trial and Similar Pieces 


1863. The reguler dies, but with motto GOD OUR TRUST on scroll, above eagle, upon the reverse. 

. Bronzed Proof. A.W. 3 R-3. Interesting ond scarce. 

. Bana Bickford’s Interna! Ten Dollar Gold Piece. Copper. Reeded edge. Proof. Has been cleaned, 
beginning to retornish, A.W. 1367; R-6, One of the most intriguing U.S. Potterns. Cost $55.00, 


a acid owner, 
: line and heavy heed of Liberty fecing I. Periods between E PLURIBUS UNUM above. 
. Without motto IN GOD WE TRUST, Capper. Toned 


vpke gr’ 
py bee 
3y3°8 


seen or offered. Plate. 

Stella. 1879. The regulor Four Dollar Gold piece, but struck in Aluminum. A superb Proof with a high wire 
edge. A.W. ae . A magnificent mate for the Gold coin, ond infinitely more rore. Records for in 
excess of $200.00. Plote. 

Holf and Quarter Eagle Mule. 1845. The obverse of an 1846 Half Eagle struck upon the reverse of an 1846 


Quorter Eagle. A clear and intentional overstrike, and not a combination of two obverse dies. The reverse 


(Obverse of the Qtr. le} shows the effect of the Half Eagle impression. Copper. Reeded e. 
The planchet is oa a irregule Aeris tedly due to the lack of a collar ana ie ome eect 
~ 7 : a B e. 
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a "$57.50. 

1870. Liberty holding olive branch ond shield, facing left. The groceful des Barber, Rev. Same 
as Sih te ap af a ae Choice Pret Mlerszopc im imperfection at the base of the 
verse, A.W. ara R-10. Col oe lists this variety ot $70.00 in his 1950 “United States Pattern Coin 

ces. 5 


1878. The obverse design of George T. Morgan as 
dies, but with the le holding an olive branch 
- iece for the dollor 


red Proof. A.W. 1560; R-10. pi specialist. 
Dollar of Eutopieo. 1886, Bi-Metal (Gold & Silver) ion for a Cometallic tose ee 
REPUBLIC OF EUTOPIA around; date below, a design on either side, Within a beaded circle; FOR 
COMETALLIC COINS AND MEDALS. Rev. The twelve signs of the Zodiac. Within a somewhat heavier 
beaded circle: ARGEN TORU M (Each letter separated) SILVER 206  GRS. In the center, a Gold 
insert: Obv. Crude sun and rays; Rev. In three lines, surrounded by o beaded circle and a design, GOLD 12. 
9/10 GRAINS. Both borders milled, or partly milled. plain. Silver 32mm; Gold 11mm. Wright 928; 
Adams 589 (Pa.). Extremely Fine and toned, the from a brcken die, Excessively rare, but three or 

four exomples known, Plate. 
k of 
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z 


three leaves in his right talon, Copper. Nicely toned 


one 
Half Dollars. 1859. The Poquet obverse. Rev. le wi i Beautifully tornished Proof. A.W. 
291; R-4. Recent records of $16.00. _\~ oe Hae cibbon.. silve ly 


1859. The obverse. Rev. HALF DOLLAR in wreath. Silver. Proof. Almost fully brilliant. A.W. 
293; R-4 1 worth $15.00. 
1859. The re abverse. Rev DOLLAR within wreath. Silver. This piece hos all of the reverse die flaws 
illustrated in Adams-Woodin, Toned “Semi-Proof,” A.W. 295; R-4. Scorcer thon either of the last two 
1859. Same os the last, the reverse die is free of flaws. . Toned Proof, A.W. 296; R-4. An in- 
resting mate for the preceding 


1864. Regulor dies, but with IN GOD WE TRUST, as adopted in 1866, upon the reverse. Copper. Brilliant 

pan yess "eeigee Ane R-10. One of the nicest examples of this rarely offered piece that we have seen. 
to cost * J 

1859. Liberty with cap; two stars on the forehead. Within the fold of the ribbon, becring the word LIBERTY, 
is the initial "B” for William Borber. Rev. STANDARD SILVER, etc. Silver. Plain edge. Proof, showing slight 
evidence of cleaning, A.W. 732; Rerity 8, ond not R-5 os listed. 

1869. Identical to the lost, but struck in Copper. Toned and tornished Proof. A.W. 734; R-8. 

1869. Liberty with a plain diodem. Rev. STANDARD SILVER. Silver. Reeded edge. Toned Proof. A.W. 745; 

aK Well worth $15.00. 


1870. The beautiful ond design by Borber, Rev. The regular dies of 1866-91. Copper. 
Plain ee s1850. Minute defect at the bottom of the obverse rim. A.W. 891; R-10. Recent 
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1915 Proof coins delivered P-Mint National Archives. 
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ILN.A. COA 8/1/1966 CAL. Gold. 


OmzmtnRO DAO ANRAOALRO 
Ae Ae AeA 


NSTITUTE OF NUMISMATIC AUTHENTICATORS 
WALTER BREEN, Founder Box 1032 - BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 





1 August 1966 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


- This certifies that I have examined the accompanying coinm, that 
I unhesitatingly declare it genuine and as represented, and that my 
detailed conclusions are as follows. 


It is an 1848 quarter eagle with CAL, identified by eet, 
2b S828 of eagre-and—meaete, Dane scrape marks in field 1. and r. of 
eagle and above, including (to a less extent) the area near CAL. It 
had been questioned as to the genuineness of the CAL. countermark,. 


The toin itself is genuire: edge reeding is the same as on other 
quarter eagles of the period, die work is identical (the obverse @ie 
is identical to that found on other 1848 CAL coins seen--note the die 
scratch slanting up from left base of numeral 21), ring is iééntical 
in pitch, timbre and duration to that of other quarter eagles of the 
period; weight is 4.103 grams or 63.3 grains. T ita Signi ; 
» PRE er COE pe mm lle et 
There is not the slightest evidence of its having been made 
from false dies or by casting; we can therefore proceed to the other 
point at issue. 











Thath is the question of whether the CAL, countermark is genuine, 
that is, whether it had been applied at the mint (as with the other 
specimens known and accepted as genuine, from the original lot of 
230 oz. gold shipped by Governor Col. R.B.Mason to Sec'y of War Marcy), 
rather than having been stamped into the coin by private parties after 
striking, for fraudulent purposes. Determination of genuineness re- 
quires comparison with specimens known to be genuine. The ~ points 
described in my monograph on queater eagles check out correctly: the 
CAL are of gothic formmmm, showing only microscopic distinction between 
serif thickness and line thickness; the period has square corners; the 
letters themselves are shaped and placed and spaced exactly as on the 
dozen or so other genuine shecimen’ I have seen; the period is slightly 
less deep than the L and the C is deepest, as on those; the placement 
above eaglem does vary slightly in position (that ada in my mono- 
graph shows it e touching eagje's head; Grant Pierce 1130 
shows it i the one here; Bell II 135 shows it in inter- 
mediate position, about like the one here), testifying to individual 
hand-punching of the logotype CAL. onto the individual coins while they 
remained atop the lower (here, obverse) dié. There is flattening 
on obv. opposite the CAL., which would be a very sensitive area--between 
date and truncation. On those areas where original mint surface remains, 
e.g. within the letters CAL., around someother letters, above date, 
the color is characteristic of California gold, being slightly greenish 
and considerably lighter than the African, Georgian and Carolinian gold 
which had been the principal group of sources used until then. All 
these lines of evidence confirm genuineness; no contrary evidence appears. 


The piece is therefore authentic. Reage ¢ful submitted, 
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Gold New Varieties ms. 
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VG AwOway ~ 
1840. Later, clash mark (7) from wing at left to leg near branch; = 
a pal ee >. bate Ya Srminand rn besos on , 


9 
still later, break from rim to fractfén to arrow butt, and between = 
top arrow point and M. Broken die state is very rare. 

1842. Tie date appears only about one fourth as often as 1848 and 
is still much & undervalued in 411 grades. The price differential is 
due almost solely to J.F.Bell's having circulated wantliste including 
the 1848 but not ineluding the 1842. 

1842 0. Much rarer than 1841 C. 

1843 C. The varieties should be numbered 1845 C-I and O-II. D, spite 
four figure records @ on the first, I still maintain there are many 
more around than are commonly believed. They used to be seen but have 
evidently been bought up. 

1843 C-II. On the large date tym, the 3 touches truncation and 
there are faint double impressions at bases of 411 digits, weakest on 4. 

1843 D-1, The mall D only touches feathekm tip. Later, break from 
first 3 to adjawent wing (not wingtip) at upper edge several mm down. 
A 23x28 second variety of this & type is known, the D sivately aif- 
ferent in placement. 

1843 D-2. D plainly overlaps feather. Iseter shows a break from F 
to beak; the broken state is rare. 

1843 Om I+2. The shattered state shows double cracks through tops 
and bases of NKR MERICA and irregularly through bases of 2/2 D and 
period. All varieties of 18435 0 are extremely rare in mint state though 
VP's are not hard to find. 

1845-8. Third crack should read: rim to large 2 to shield. 

1845-5. Later comes with crack from rim to left side of large 2 
to e@gle and rim barely fu free of O in OF. 

1845 D-1, The reverse die is the same as 1844 D-1; D joins tekE}er 
and numerator. Dies sometinzes show clash marks. 

1846. Date logotype appears to be the same as on the dimes. 

1846-1. Normal date, uncracked reverse. 

1846-2. Double punched date, possibly over '44 though this is not 


> OG By ~~ By ~~ pH 
=i Sas Sn5sn 


TN7AACATIDIVITARADTIAACT 


IVENZYWUIN VV SAIVEL WIViOlL LTAIVINYWUIAN VV ZALVEIL UilVivotl 


URWAMPUMSEYMOURWAMPUMSE 


i ANT TTIVATA RATOT TRAC 


Page 375 of 396 


OL ROMMOAMO LMAO 


® 
a 
Bw 
y 
: 
C 
® 


# 
e 
pp 
f 
® 
f 


, 
7 
: 
b- 
» 
( 
® 
a 
bm 
y 
L 
C 
a 


om | 


Zr TT TTSaTeraA a: Tay 


Yr" 


“0-4-1 
WN 


verified (I did not get to use m my 759x-diameter microscope on the 
coin). Triple cubting on 4, double outlines at left and lower parts 
of all digits. Striae slant up to right. Rev. Striae about vertical; 
crack from D of value to feather, branch, leg feathers, shieldg at left 
edge and from dexter corner to beak. Discovered by Sam Jillette. 

1846 Dy-1. The variety originally described. Later comes with crack 
from wing et r. nearly horizontally to E in AMERICA. 

1646 D-2. Double D, first cut far to left, both uprights plain and 
well separated. Very rare. Discovered by Harry Bass. 
feather shoving in ho Snegpe MR cd on partly overlaps feather, corner of 

184 apparently over 4, similar to 1646-2, Rev. Same es no. 1. 
Rare. 

1846 0-3. Obv. identical to lest. Rev. 0 fits neatly into concave 
end of feather but does not overlap. Rare. 

1846 0-4, Thélx number is rewerved for the pvariety with plainly 
recut 4 (Neil 2526); which reverse is not known. 

1847-2, Also existe from uncracked reverse die. 

1847 D-~3. Obv. of no. 2 with the peculiar reieed marks left of base 
of 4 and et both sides of base of 7; these may be from upper part of 
errneously placed 47 (left and r. tops of 7) or from 46, as on the half 
dollar. Rev. of no. 1,im apparently, in much earlier state: D placed as 
on no. 1, but with striae and heavy die file marks above ME and below 

» and through D-wing-5T. Very rare. 

1848. Die scratch or light file mark slants up to left from numeral S) 
1 on &11 nonproofs infcluding the CAL pieces; this is not present on the 
proofs. 

1848 CAL. Proof that the CAL. logotype was individually punched into 
each piece is positional. The coin illustrated in the monograph has CAL. 
ne@rly touching head; Bell II 155 and others show it about centered; 
Gy»ant Pierce 1150 shows CAL. very high near ATES. There are also 4 
couplé of VG's and at least one VF with shank removed from shield--this > 
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last the subject of a stupid altercation--so evidently not all recipients 
of these souvenir coins cared enough about them to save them. 


WA 


1848 D. Still only one variety seen, and the coin is rarer than its 
mintage figure would indicate. Date placed to left and slanting down; 
D obliterates feather end and touches stem. 

1849-1. Minute recutting in date as usual. 

1849-2. Double date, plain, first pa placed @lightly low then cor- 
rected. Lester Merkin auction, Sept. 1967. Very rare. The report of 
an overdate is still unverified. 

1850 D. B Same comment as to 1848 D. Date high, slants gown to r.; 

1 touches fruncation. R,v. of 1849 D, mintmark touching stem and over- 
lapping gfeather so that more& than half the opening is filled week 

1651-3. Date very high, first 1 buried in bust. 

1851 0-3. Only the early state with bases of all four erroneous 
digits in field is rare. The later state with only base of erroneous 
final 1 showing is only scarce. | 

1652-1, Heavy date, 1 touching bust, thick serifs. 

1852-2. Lighter date, 1 touching bust. 

1652-3. Lighter date, 1 barely free of bust, date level. 

1852=4. Lighter date, slanting sharply €own to r.; 1 free. Rev. 

Thin letters. Scarce. 

1853-4. (Omitted through typographical error.) Obv. 1 touches 
border. Rgxxifhin numerals and stars. Rev. Thin stripes in shiwld. 

1854 D. Stanley Kesselman says he has handled more of these than 
of 1855 Dy; ten are now definitely identifiable, only two of these full EF. 

1854 Om-1. Obv. Base of date strong, top weak, date placed low and 
distant from truncation, 1 and 4 running into border. Rev. 0 central 
above fractions the die of Melish 1219. Later, crack from rim to head 4 
grazing r. part of 7th star. 

1854 0-2. Normal date, obv. buckled wt and cracked from chin to rim; 
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rev. O well to left--the die of M,y4sh 1220. 

1854 S, The Grant Pierce--R.L.Miles coin,m VP stained, is not posi- 
tively identified as one of the & originally listed, but may possibly 
be number 5. 

1855. In the Yale robbery was @ proof, struck off center. 

1856 C. Still only the mone variety; date low, placed far to left and 
saanting up, © touches feather corner to corner and is very close to 
end of bar. Usually worn, on defective planchets; unknown in mint state. 

1856 S. Don Taxay avers that more than one side of S is known for 
this date. I have not them axtk been able to verify this. 

1857 D. n.8e ere also four or five AU's in addition to the two 
gem unc. examples. The date is not @ uite as rare as formerly believed. 

1857 Om-1. Mintmark partly buried in lower part of feather, the corner 
free and to left of 0. 

1857 0-2. 0 farther to left. 

1857 S, Small 8 only. 

1858. 0, @ll proofs date is €% placed high and to left. 

1858 CG. Usually worn; one exists AU. 

1859 D. Date is low; about as rare ag 1857 >, though not availath unc. 

1859 Sm=4. S no§mal, ite top serif partly buried in feather, its 
base almost touching numerator. 

1860. Mintage figures should read 22,563 plus 112 proefs, most of 
the proofs being melted in 1562 as unsold. 

1861. Mintage figures should read 1,272,428 plus 90 proofs, most 
proofs melted in 1862 as unsold. 

(1962) 

1862/1. (1) Bebee's discovery specimen{ VF and nicked up. (2) Judge 
Barnes of Guam discovered one , "RBRE removedm from shield. (3) EF, in 
Chicago ANA Convetion auction; this may be the piece formerly owned by 
OeDavid Bowers. Date is placed low; the 1 shows very plainly in space 
joining knob and lower corfler of 2. 
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1862 8S. One of the most undervalued of o.oo eagles; fewer 
@re around than 1875 S or 76 8. Two EF's areknown, but the only grade 
available is VG to Pine. 

1866-1. Normal date. Proofs only. 

1866-2. Base of 1 recut, date slants mdown. 

1867-1. 7 mavily touches truncation. Nonproofs only. 

1867-2, 7 free. Proofs only. 

1867 5<2. This has S touching feather corner and end of bar, serif 
to serif. 

1871. All seen to date have 71 touching, but there may be specimens 
with 71 apart as this same varietion exists on 411 other denominations 
and the quarter eagles appear to usé the dime logotype. 

1874. i pproofs often show rust pit at earlobe. 

187501. Suumfaw Date well to right, point of 5 practically touches 
point of truncation. Proofs and impaired proofs only. 

1875-2. Date to rigtbut not so far over; slants down, 1 almost 
touches bust, 5 almost touches border. £&k In addition to the five 
mentioned in the original monograph, these are also traced: (6) EF, 
Don Paul DeVore. (7) Stanley Kesselman, EP plus. Sirtavaepvhemenbaen 
The Dr. Bolt coinm gay be @ reappearance of (1). Bdge reeding on all 

uine 1875 coins, proof and nonproof, is much finer than on 1875 S. 
is makes authentication easier. 

1875 &. Date placed to left, 1 almost touching bust, 5 well away, 
date not slanting down so much as on 1875=88 Edge reeding coaréer, 
fewer than on the Philadelphia coins. 

1876. Nonproofs sometines show very faint doubling or shifting on 
tops of STATES OF. 

1878 Sti-4. 5,211 narrow S as in 1877, placed to left, above numerator. 

1889-1. BDate about centered. Proofs only. 

1689-2. Date placed lower, the 9 closer to beads than to truncation. 
Nonproofs only. 

1890. Two —" of a but differences are minute. The earlier 
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14 

: report was based on the fiscal year figures; evidently the second 
variety must have come femm in the second half year, the dies included 
under fiscal 1891. 

1893-1. Normal date. 

1893-2, Extra outline within & upper half of 3, but I do not kna 
if it is from a 3 or @ 2. 

1894m-1, Centered date, wart on chin. Proofs only. 

1694-2. High date. Nonproofs only. 

1901. Some& nonproofs come with crack through E in AMERICA into field. 

1903%—1. ‘.. es left, top of 1 almost touches bust. 

1905-2. BDate to r., 1 centered, &5 close to truncation. 

1904. Sometimes comes with date far to right, crack from wingtip at 
left to border. 

1907-1. Date slants up, 1 and 7 not quite touching border and trun- 
cation. 

1907-2, Date slants further up, 1 and 7 firmly touching both, heavy 
1 actually running into border. 

1907-3. Base of 7 strongly recut. Other varieties probably exist. 

1911 D* Genuine coins normelly show a knife-rin. 
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1877 Regulations... 
BV archives: 


1877 

Book title: REGULATIONS OF THE TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS AT 

| THE MINTS & ASSAY OFFICES OF THE UNITED STATES. {1/1/1918} 
Manufacturer of Coin p.15. Act of 1/29/1874: Experimental & 

f Trial pieces of coin shall be struck only by the Engraver from 

planchets furnished from the Coining Dept. upon requisition 
signed by the Superintendent of the Mint for a specific number of 
pieces. A permanent record shall be kept of all Experimental & 

| Trial pieces of coin struck, showing their final disposition; 

such as are not by authority of the Director of the Mint 
preserved for the numismatic collection of the Mint shall be 

destroyed. 

...no coin or resembalance therof of any kind shall be made in 
any other metal or alloy, or of different fineness than that in 

| which it is issued...but such impressions in copper, or any 

“tc otyher metal, as may be nessassary to prove the dies may, under 

the direction of the Superéntendant, be made. Such impressions as 

ole the Engraver may find nessessary to take while prepairing dies 

shall be destroyed when the dies are finished. Violation of this 
section will be followed by dismissal from the mint 

| service...(p.16) All coinage dies shall be numbered consecutively 
& accordingly stamped, in to tape bv tape may have been 

on paues you must go back to the book and finish. 


p.21 Abraison _/_/1918 
1/2 * for 20 years wear 


Grains 
$20.00 2.58 
10.00 1.29 
5.00 .645 
2.50 322 
) Annual Abrasion with in Legal Limit 
$20.00 .129 
10.00 .0645 
5.00 .0322 
2.50 -0161 


p.23 Troy weight shall be used in the handeling of the accounting 
for bullion & coinage metals. While metric weights are by law 
assinged to the 1/2 & 1/4 dollar & 10c, thier equal troy weights 


-49- 


will be used, 15.432 grains = 1 gram. 
p.32 Holidays: 1/1; 2/22; 5/30; 6/4; first Monday in September; 
Thanksgiving; 12/25. 


Tresury Dept. Memo: (no date) ...through 1858 specialized 
pieces designated as "specimine" or "master coins" ... 
“J.R.Snowden, 9th Director of the Mint, and he is given credit 
for using the term "proof."...frost on devises comes from heat 
treating dies then polishing fields; the striking of the next few 
coins polishes devises. {[Bv add to all other books] 
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2395 1795 Small Eagle. A type coin in great demand. Very Fine choice.A mounting 
was removed with great skill from the edge, barely cs Worth about 
$275.00. PLATE 27 
tas 2395 1799 Struck on a polished planchet. A gem Uncirculated coin, occtuabld given as 
‘ a specimen coin. Easily worth $150.00. PLATE — ‘Tre hen a Lf 22-3 — 
2397 +1800 Very Fine. Light dent. Mounting cleverly removed from i edge. 260. 
2398 1802/1 Extremely fine. CJ—T7%.. 14 - 
— 100 = 


URWAM 


2362 


U.S. QUARTER EAGLES, 3.00, 4.00, 5.00 GOLD 

1889 Extremely Fine. ~ ie 

1890 Brilliant Uncirculated. A gem. Scarce. ~— 3-35 CoC 

1891 Uncirculated. ~— 2°— 

1892 Extremely Fine. Has been polished. r ee a6) 34 ¢ 

1893 Extremely Fine. /D- ~ 

1894 Uncirculated. Very scarce. -——"\__ IF iE= 

1895 Extremely Fine. Scarce. — 7) 

1896 Brilliant Proof. Very scarce, 132 struck in this condition, iy v VM ie x5~ 135 | 

1897 Extremely Fine. Faint proof surface. Y- a 

1898 Brilliant Uncirculated. {7 -\9 OF) 

1899 Brilliant Uncirculated. 2. 2' 
2373 1900 Brilliant Proof. Very Scarce. © Chien T hit & BTN 
2374 
2375 
2376 
2377 
2378 
2379 
2380 
2381 


180 
yw? 


2382 
2383 
2384 
2385 
2386 
2387 
2388 
2389 
2390 
2391 
2392 
2393 


1901 Uncirculated.' 2)’ 
1902 Uncirculated.! * ome 
1903 Uncirculated. © 
1904 Uncirculated. | | y 
1905 Uncirculated.{ > — ~*~" 

1906 Uncirculated. § —)0 * 

1907 Uncirculated. (7 = °° | OU 

Indian Head design by Pratt. Complete set of all dates and mints. 1908 thru 1929. 
The 1911 ‘D’ is a choice very fine but with weak mint mark as most are. Balance 
of set is Extremely Fine to Uncirculated, 15 pieces, sold as a set. Worth $300.00, 


U.S. THREE DOLLAR GOLD 


1854 About Uncirculated. The only year where “Dollars” are in small letters. died eff, i 
1854 ‘O’. Very Fine. The only $3.00 of the New Orleans mint. 4 775 

1855 Very Fine choice. “50 7 it 

1856 Very Fine, mint lustre. F724 
1857 Very Fine. Le (t— 62 . 

1859 Fine to Very Fine. -—~ /?—¢| “« 

1860 Very Fine. —— 50 ~ 

1864 Very Fine. A scarce date only 2,680 coms struck, 
1868 Fine. Scratch before cye. —— 

1874 Extremely Fine. ~~~ «9° 
1878 Extremely Fine. Full mint lustre. — ef eee 

1879 About Uncirculated. Full lustre. Scarce only 3,030 coins struck. 


$4.00 GOLD (STELLA) 


™ bd 





a 1 
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2394 1879 Flowing Hair. These coins were all struck in proof, however this coin 


>. 


was mounted on the edge and used for jewelry. This coin is Very Fine 
without any nicks or dents. The surface has a faint polished appearance. 
Perfect coins usually sell in the neighborhood of $2000.00. This coin 
should easily bring in excess of $1000.00, PLATE 
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tively rare above EF. 3 proofs known, 2 
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Ex J, W. Garrett; 757. Courtesy Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6155 1840 C Small c. [12,822] 
Se ae ee 2 ee See 
better struck than other mints of this date. Normally shows 
partial knife-rims. Very rare above EF. Neil, Bareford:85, 


UNC,, $6,500, 
ose. 1840 D Small, (3.532] Rare 
Coined Nov, 23, Only one var.; 2 pairs of dies shipped Feb. 6. 
Usually VF: unknown UNC., prohibitively rare Av. 
Bareford:86, AU, $6,750. 
6157 1840 O Large O. [22,800—] Very rare. 
Struck March-April 1840 from one pair of dies shipped 
March 17. Possibly much of this delivery comprised coins 
dated 1839. Mintmark above bar and numerator. The only 
UNC. known is Pierce:1102, in a Tex. pvt. coll. 
ose. ‘1840 © Small o, [10,780+] 


crct' weak on hair above and below car, and on neck and leg feath- 
"Y 6159 1841 Fine edge receding. [No record] Proofs 


a eal cae chas ade Wee caer cee 
only. Ex. 
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{1860}; remained unknown to collectors outside the Mint 
CS Se ee eer eee 
introductory text for warnings and roster 
6160 1841 © Senall c, coarse edge recding. (10,281) 
See introductory text. 2 rev. vars, one from an 1840 C rev., 
one from a die shipped Feb, 18, 1841. Ex. rare in UNC. 
Bareford:87, av, $2,600. . 
6161 61 1841 D Small D, coarse edge reeding. (4,164) Rare. 
Coined April 30. Three obvs., 4 revs. shipped; only 
Usually ve; prohibitively rare AU. See introductory text. 
6162 1842 [2.823 + ?P] Rare. 
Long believed of extreme rarity, but after WW I several low- 
grade survivors turned up; still prohibitively rare Av, un 
known UNC. One proof in SI, 2 others (impaired) in pvt. 


colls. 

6163 1842 C Small c. [6,729] Rare. 
Only one var. seen: Date slants up to r., rev. of 1841 C. One 
obv. shipped Dec. 22, 1841; the second, March 11, 1842, is 
not identified. Striking quality like 1841 C; see introductory 
pany eae Always weak; usually F or VF, prohibitively 


6164 


19 D Repunched 18; small p. (4,643) Rare. 





6168 1843 C Large date, plain 4, large C. (23,0 
Delivered in $ ba plain 4, large C. [23,076] 
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120 


121 





1844 Very scarce with low mintage of 6784. Nice Very Fine. Seldom available any nicer. 
1844-C Low mintage of 11,622. Nice Very Fine. 

1844-D A strong Very Fine. Well struck. Scarce. Hy 3 hy ‘) no yR 

1845 Even wear About Very Fine. 


1847 Choice Very Fine. 





Lot No. 120 
1847-C A rahe Uncirculated specimen with =i handling pas Variety with die 
break at tip of left wing through edge. Slat iinck hgh. Cleasics such a0 thle being 
record prices when offered. PLATE 
1848 “CAL” This variety was struck from gold sent to the Philadelphia mint by the 
Military Governor of California, Col. Mason. The distinguishing mark “CAL” was 
above the eagle on the reverse side, while the were in the die. E 
worn About Very Fine. A rare and very desirable coin. -_ n- 
1848-D Low mintage. Sharply struck. Pale orange toning. Choice Very Fine. 
1849 Low mintage. About Extremely Fine. 
1849-D Low mintage. Nice strike with lustre. About Extremely Fine. 
1850 Choice Very Fine. 
1850-C Mintage of 9148. Nice Very Fine. Scarce. 
1850-0 Even wear Fine-Very fine. 
1851 Sharp struck About Extremely Fine. 
1851-O Lustrous Extremely Fine. A very choice specimen. 
1852 Sharp struck — choice About Uncirculated. 
1853 Group of 3 pieces all Very Fine, however, one planchet slightly bent. 


1854 Choice Extremely Fine. 


ORDER YOUR PRICE LIST—$1.00 
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133 1854-O Nice Extremely Fine. Becoming scarce. 


134 1855 Brilliant Uncirculated. Hardly any bag marks. Vike with die break at ED on 
reverse. ack 


135 1856 Choice Very Fine. Tiny nicks on cheek. 

136 1857 About Extremely Fine. Sharp strike. 

137 1857-S Extremely Fine. Scarce date. 

138 1858 Choice Extremely Fine. Nice strike. 

139 1859 Very Fine. Low mintage. 

140 1859-S Very Fine. Low mintage. 

141 1860 Choice About Uncirculated. Scarce date. 

142 1861 Brilliant Uncirculated. Light bag marks. 

143 1861 About Extremely Fine. 
1862-S Only 8000 coined. Just About Uncirculated. Sharply streck, with few light handling 


marks. Worth double catalogue value. 


ach Ccalieed vary enc epee. varios. C2 A unl chy An. 


146 1868 Very low mintage of 3600 business strikes. Choice Extremely Fine with some original 
lustre. 


@) 


147 1868-S Choice About Uncirculated. Scarce. eo 4/~ 

148 1869-S Sharp Extremely Fine. Nice strike. 87 —~ 

149 1870 Lustrous Extremely Fine. A rare date. 

150 1870-S Choice Extremely Fine. Very scarce. 

1871 Choice Extremely Fine or slightly better. Very low mintage. Scarce. 
152 1871-S Sharp Extremely Fine. Seldom seen this nice. 

153.  1872-S Very Fine. Low mintage. 

154 1873. Open 3. Uncirculated with minor bag marks. 


155 1873-S Almost Very Fine. Recut S mint mark. 


— 


ALL LOTS MAY BE BID BY MAIL l 


SEY MOURA DID FOS TDA pon) 
URWAMPUMSE YMOURWAMPU MSE 


URWA 
MP 
EY 
UR 
MP 
EY 
URWA 
MPUM 
EYMC 
URWA 
MPUM 
EYMC 


Page 388 of 396 


IMAOLNOAMNO < 
QUARTER EAGLES 


156 1874 Lustrous Extremely Fine. Couple of faint bag marks on chin. Low mintage. Very 
scarce. 


157 1875-S Choice About Uncirculated. Scarce this nice. e 

158 1876 Lustrous About Extremely Fine with light handling marks. Very scarce. _— 
159 1876-S_Low mintage. Choice About Uncirculated. 

160 1877-S Choice Very Fine. 


161 1878 One Brilliant Uncirculated and another choice About Uncirculated. The lot of 2 
pieces. 


162 1878-S Choice Very Fine. 
163 1879 About Extremely Fine. Sharp. 
164 1879-S Sharp Extremely Fine with considerable lustre. 


165 1882 Choice About Uncirculated. Low mintage. Scarce. ~a/ 


Lot No. 166 


166 1883 _ Brilliant ae Pale orange gold. Wire rim. 82 struck. Though not a gem, due to faint 
hairlines visible under magnification, it is definitely a premium specimen. PLATE 








167 1884 Lustrous About Uncirculated. Low mintage. Scarce. ¥— 

168 1886 About Extremely Fine. Faint bag marks. Scarce. Low mintage. 
169 1887 Nice About Uncirculated. Finy Lag marks. Scarce. 

170 =: 1888 = Choice About Uncirculated. Faint handling marks. = 

171 1889 Uncirculated with minor bag marks on cheek. .— 

172, ~=1890 Choice About Uncirculated. Scarce. J 

173 1891 About Uncirculated. 


174 1892 Choice About Uncirculated. Scarce. ane: 


css sence anc 
12 ORDER YOUR PRICE LIST—$1.00 
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the rarities they just cherrypicked from some walk-in yokel.. { 
Prov. 20:14; Isaiah 24:16. Compare double standard. 
Even some of the least educated display the title 


“Professional Numismatist", like Eeyore’s tail pinned to his 


rump. 


Their pitfalls are greed, dishonesty, and stupidity. For 
antidotes, see preceding. ) 


God biess the rare exceptions. 


collateral damage n.phr. What war does to innocent bystanders and 
the earth: nukespeak euphemism. Kidron & Smith {1983}, Part ( 
Six. ( 


collecting v. Often, addictive possession. Compare numismatics, 
numismatists, coin collectors, cherrypickers, coin dealers. 


A 
MS 

Ol 
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MS 
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consequences n. 1. Generic karma. Compare causality. 2. The waves 
you make. 

This Dictionary’s? Those I hope to see: referendums 
held; laws improved or repealed; victimless crimes’ penalties 
abolished; the more corrupt politicians and demagogues 
ousted; the more oppressive churches deserted; taboos laughed 
out of existence: a world worth living in. Those I fear: 
censorship, enemies’ lies and calumnies, trumped-up charges, 
prison, bookburning, riots, bloodshed, civil war. 


YOUR MOVE! 
--Carved sidewalk graffito, Milpas St. just north of 
Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara. 
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1851/51 Letter to WB, PTRCAS 
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Walter Breen 

Pine Tree Rare Coin Auction Sales 
200 I.U. Willets Road, 

Albertson, N.Y., 11507. 


YMO 


Dear Mr. Breen: 


I am wondering if I might obtain your opinion regard- 
ing the relative rarity of two gold coins I own, 4 quarter eagle and 
a half eagle. The half eagle is an 1835 Classic Head type. The date 
is small and uniform. The first star is located is located away from 
the truncation, about halfway between it and the second star. The 
thirteenth star is close to the lowest curl. I have not seen the 
other type of head for thic year, but believe this to be the second 
one. Aside from the different date, it looks like the 1837 obv. on 
Pp. 71 of your Early United States Half Eagles monograph. Rev. is as 
dascribed wider 1835, #5. Condition, P-VF - 

The quarter eagle did not even make it into your quarter eagle 
monograph. 1851/51. Date placement is a real blacksmith's job. The 
first one is jammed into the throat, its base almost touching the ; 
edge denticles. The last 1 also almost touches the denticles so that 
the whole date seems tilted up to the left. Earlier 51, heavily ef- 
faced, was even farther to the left (see sketch). Condition, AU. 

Any information you can give me on these would be appreciated, 
If thie last is something new, I will let you see it. 


Very truly yours, 
TF ie - 
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